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DEFENDING THE REICH

We are firmly convinced that our only chance of maintaining
Germany’s arms industry and labour lies in our bitting Dack
at the enemy both by day and by night barder than before and
above all barder than until a week ago. If we fail and the
percentage of enemy aircraft shot down remains at the sanie
level as up io the first balf of July. we shall be crushed. I think
it is idle to make up long-term plans for U-boals, tangks,
atrcraft, and so on. Programmes of this nature can never be
Sulfilled; Germany would be brought to ber Rnees...

There is only one remed)y. That is for our fighters to hit the
enemy so bard day and night that be is forced to abandon the
policy of destroying our arms production. The chance is there.
I would tell the front that Germany itself is the real front line,

and that the mass of fighters must go for home defence.

Generalfeldmearschall Erhard Milch, 25 August 1943 -
addressing an aircraft prodduction conference one week afier
the 1S Eighth Air Force had attacked Schweinfurt for the first time.
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Casablanca, the Eighth Air Force and
the road to Schweinfurt

The American Perspective, Early 1943

T he strategic air offensive waged against Germany by the Allied air forces between 1941-1945 has
often, and perhaps perhaps justifiably so, been credited with bringing about the Third Reich's
inability to continue the war. For nearly three years, almost day by day, night by night, the Allies
systematically pulverised Germany's industrial cities and production centres, bombed its il refineries,
paralysed its transport system, attacked its airfields, terrorised and killed its civilians and eventually
smashed its armies as they defended their evershrinking territory.

As the offensive ground on, the Luftwaffe, charged with defending the skies over the Reich against
such seemingly overwhelming and insurmountable odds, found it difficult to cope. This was a war of
attrition; a bitter battle to defend the homeland which tested both material and human resources to
their limits. Historians have recorded from varving perspectives, and in considerable detail, the way in
which the Luftwaffe fighter force conducted the Reichsverteidigung — the Defence of the Reich. German
aviation technology triumphed and failed; the reputations of the finest fighter pilots of the Jagdwaffe —
the so-called Experten - became legendary when the fruits of victory were being enjoyed but were
denigrated when the Nazi leadership sought scapegoats for the suffering Inflicted on the people of
Garmany. The analysis has been endless.

Some historians argue that until mid-19432 — and with the exception of the Battle of Britain - the
air war in the West and over the Reich aroused only peripheral interest in the minds of Hitler and the
German High Command. Only specific and alarming instances such as the RAF's 1,000 bomber night
attack on Cologne in May 1942, in which 469 civilians were killed, more than 5,000 injured and more
than 45,000 made homeless, galvanised Hitler and the military leadership into reaction. But even
then, the Luftwaffe mounted just three small-scale raids on the south of England in reprisal.

Hitler and his generals had other, critical distractions. By the end of 1942, the Luflwaffe was still
recovering from substantial losses incurred in Russia where there was growing a crisis at Stalingrad.
Difficulties in Russia were compounded by the withdrawal of hundreds of aircraft to the Mediterranean
where a high rate of aircraft and aircrew loss had been incurred during the race to build up supplies in
the four months prior 1o the battle of El Alamein. Only some 375 single-engined fighters were |eft to
cover the entire Eastern Front. Thus military focus continued to be largely directed towards these
theatres,

However, by 1943 the increasing damage inflicted by Allied strategic air power against the Reich,
forced German concentration away from the periphery. Between January and March, the Lancasters,
Stirlings, Halifaxes and Wellingtons of Air Marshal Sir Arthur Harns" RAF Bomber Command struck at
Berlin, Cologne, Dusseldorf, Essen and Hamburg. In this period, Bomber Command operated on 58
nights out of 78. In March, Harrs opened his night offensive against industrial targets in the Ruhr where
Essen, Disseldorf, Dulsburg and Wuppertal were all attacked, The damage was severe; high explosive
blast bombs were dropped to blow off roofs, followed by incendiaries to cause fire. But by July, despite
severe damage to the Ruhr's cities and a dire effect on its population's marale, Bomber Command had
lost 1,000 aircraft and 7.000 aircrew in 22 major raids
and had not completely secured its objectives of closing
down the region as an industrial centre or significantly
reducing its contribution to the German war effort.

LEFT: Throughout the first three months of 1943, RAF
Bomber Command vargeted many of Germainy s major Cities
and centres of industry including Disseldorf, Cologne,
Hamburg, Duisburg, Essen, Starggart, Noremberg, Munich -
andd the capital, Berlin The nocturnal attacks on Berin during
this period did nor inflice substantial damage, with the
exception of the raid mounted on the night of 1/2 March in
which a force of 302 Lancasters, Halifaxes and Stickings left
severe damage with many factorics and waorkshops barnt out
or badly damaged and a further 875 buildings, mostly
residential houses, destroved, This is the scene in a distoct of
central Berlin following one such raid. Within one vear, the
Americans would be bombing the capital in daylight
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That was the night war. It was different in daylight. From commencement of its operations in
August 1942 to the end of that year, the American Eighth Air Force had been blooded in 30 missions
flown fram its airfields across eastern England to maritime, U-boat, industrial, airfield and railway
targets in France and the Low Countries, most of which had enjoyed RAF fighter escort. Commandead
by Brigadier General Ira C, Eaker, the Eighth Air Force's VIl Bomber Command (Vill BC) had been
progressively expanded
throughout the second half of 1942 to a total of
six bomb groups - four equipped with B-17 Flying
Fortresses and two B-24 Liberstor groups
although two groups had left England in
Movember for North Africe. VIl Fighter Command.
under Brigadier General Frank 0°D. Hunter,
possessad four groups by late October, two with
P-38 Ligntnirgs and thres with Saitfires, these
deployed on fighter sweeps and patrols.

Confidence was perhaps unrealistically high
amongst the crews of the B-17s who, it was
thought, had given a good account of themselves
in their first skirmishes with the Jagdwalfe over

reinforced and

western Europe in the autumn, Far example, on 9@
October, the Luftwaffe lost a single fighter from
7./1G 26 in air combat when B-17s bombed Lille, yet Eighth Air Force punners claimed the destruction
of 25 German fighters and a further 38 probables. Such inflated claim levels gave rise to the belief
that, even if accompanying RAF Spitfires had to turn for home at the limit of their escort range, a group
of bombers in good formation would be able to fight off German fighter attacks by bringing to bear its
massed defensive armament.

The truth, however, was that despite high claims made during the initial clashes with the Luftwaffe,
peneral standards of nose and waist position air gunnery were poor, and incicents of damage from
friendly fire were not uncommon, The effective use of a heavy, reverberating .50-inch calibre gun in a
200 mph slipstream against a small, fastnoving target presented a challenge. Intensive gunnery
training flights were conducted over British coastal ranges in an attempt to improve the situation.
Furthermore, caonditions
experienced in northrwest Europe during the later
months of 1942 proved difficult, hampering
bombing accuracy and freezing bomb-aiming
equipment and guns.

Despite warnirgs to the contrary from their
RAF counterparts, the Americans believed in the
viability of undertaking future unescorted daylight
missions to key targets within Germany. In
January 1943 Churchill and Roosewvelt met in
Casablanca, accompanied by a galaxy of Chiefs of
Staff and Joint Planners, to determire a plan for
an ensured Allied wictory. It was here that the
philosophy of daylight precision bombing of
German targets was given the seal of approval by
Allied leaders who weare snxious to hone an air
strategy that would swifily and effectively destroy Germany's industry and its ‘will to resist’. At
Casablanca, the British pushed for American involvement in night bombing, but Roosevelt and
Lieutenant General Henry ‘Hap® Arncld, the Commanding General of the Army Air Forces, resisted
this and Arnold summoned Eaker from England to present the case for the continuation and
expansion of daylight bombing.

On 20 January, Eaker handed Churchill a single sheet memorandum on which were outlined his
reasons for the pursuance of such attacks, With a keen and ambitious eye, the British Prime Minister
picked out one particular sentence: By bombing the devils around the clock’, Eaker wrote, ‘we can
prevent the German defences from getting any rest...
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This was just what Churchill wanted to read and the nest day, during
the Allied Leaders’ conference, the representatives of the USAAF and RAF
were prescnted with a directive which stated that, given a force of 300
heavy bombers flown by trained crews, General Eaker believed he could
attack any target in Germany by day with less than a four per cent loss,
although smaller numbers would naturally suffer more severely. Despite all
problems and currently effective limitations, he stoutly maintained that
‘dayfight bombing of Germany with planes of the B-17 and B-24 types is
feasible, practicable and economical.”

The final draft of the so-called Casablanca Directive was quite clear in
its instruction to the air commanders of the proposed ‘round-theclock'
Combined Bomber Offensive: 'Your primary object will be the progressive
dgestruction and disiocation of the German military, industrial anda
economic system and the undermining of the German people 1o a point
where their capacity for armed resistance is fatally weakened... '

Having returned to England, Eaker, buoyant and confident, got on with
the job. On 27 January 1943, a force of 91 B-17s and B-24s set oul to
bomb the U-boat vards at Wilhelmshaven in what was the first American
raid mounted against a German target, The result seemad to bear out what
Eaker had proclaimed to Churchill: just three bombers failed to return. German opposition had come
from the Bf 109s of Hptm. Gunther Beise’s |./JG 1 which clzimed five bombers shot down, but which
lost five of its own aircraft and three pilots.

The number of missions canducted in February was low — just three — a result of adverse weather
and the slow arrival of replacement crews and aircraft. On 4 Febeuary, 39 out of 85 B-17s despatched
reached Germany, bul freesng weather forced them to bomb targets of opportunity arourd Emden
rather than the briefed target, the marshalling yards at Hamm. The formation was strung out and
viulnerable and the Luftwaffe struck, sending in fighters from Il and IV./1G 1. Pilots from 3., 4, and
12 /)G 1 accounted for four B-17s, but no matter how hard they pressed home their attacks, the other
Staffein found it impossible to bring down any of the bombers. Claims by American gunners amounted
to 25 German fighters shot down, with another eight probably destroyed and six damaged. In fact,
IG 1 had lost only two pilots.

On 26 February, Vil BC despatched 93 bombers in an attempt to bomb Bremen, but had to bomb
a secondary target at Wilhelmshaven ingtead because of heawy overcast weather en route to the
primary. Breaking out into clearing blue skies, 1G 1 accounted for five B-17s and two B-24s shot down
during & vicious engagement 50 km from the German coast, By the time the American force returned
to England, 73 aircrew were missing and another 14 were wounded or injured. VIl BC commanders
took heart however fram the encouraging gunners claims - 21 enemy fighters had apparently been shot
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down and a further nine damaged. But again, this was a travesty, for 1G 1, the only Jagageschwader
known to have engaged the bombers, reported no aircraft lost.

& similar pattern of operations continued through an unsettled spring. Inclement weather
frustrated the Eighth's bombing capabilities throughout most of March, though on the 18th
conditions cleared sufficiently to allow the most successful raid into Germany so far. Ninety-seven
B-17s and B-24s hit the U-boat yards at Vegesack and in another success for Eaker, 75 per cent of
bombs dropped landed within 1,000 yards of the designated aiming point. Once more, in what the
Americans viewed as the toughest opposition to date, )G 1 fielded the German defence which
claimed ten bombers shot down. The reality was that only one B-17 was lost in combat, with a single
B-24 posted as missing.

A month later, on 17 April, the Eighth unveiled its new, more concentrated type of defensive flight
formation. Up to this point, when attacking German targets, the Americans favoured a group of
an 18-aircraft combat box formation comprising three flights of six aircraft, each broken down into two
three-aircraft flights. Succeeding combat boxes of a similar composition trailed in one and a half mile
breaks behind the lead box. However, in a measure intended to stiffen the mass of defensive firepower
and increase protection, three boxes were formatted into a combat wing with two boxes positioned
respectively above and below the lead box. This resulted in the impressive spectacle of 54 fourengined
bombers spanning more than a mile of sky sometimes in formations half a mile deep.

In the first such deployment, two combat wings comprising 107 B-17s in six boxes - the largest
force thus far assembled — were despatched on 17 April to bomb the Focke-Wulf plant at Bremen. This
time, the wings encountered an even tougher defence.

Shortly after 13.00, just after the bombers had commenced their bomb run, the Fw 190s of |. and
II./0G 1 closed in at speed and mauled the bombers for an hour. In determined, well co-ordinated head-on
attacks, JG 1 accounted for 15 Fortresses destroyed, including an entire sguadron, the heaviest losses
sustained to date in a single mission. For their part, the American gunners excessively claimed 63 fighters
shot down and another 15 probables. In fact, just one German aircraft was lost in combat from 3./JG 1.

The fanciful levels of airgunners’ overclaiming for enemy aircraft destroyed in combat, even
allowing for sensible margins, still amounted to more than nine times the known number of German
fighters lost in deeper penetration raids and VIl BC issued the following instructions:

‘An enemy plane will be counted as destroyed when it has been seen descending completely
enveloped in flames, but not if flames are seen merely licking from the engine. It will be counted as
destroyed when seen to disintegrate in the air or when the complete wing or tail assembly has been
shot away from the fuselage... Single-engined enemy planes will be counted as destroyed if the pilot is
seen to bale out.’

The losses suffered on the 17 April raid also gave the warning that longrange fighter escort was
now urgently needed. By May, the bomber force was experiencing average losses of 1.6 per cent when
under fighter escort, but this rose to seven per cent when escort was not present.

Despite these sethacks however, Eaker considered that his bombers had proven their ability to
successfully penetrate the German air defences, but that continued success depended on the quick
expansion of his command. He asked for a further 944 B-17s and B-24s by July; 1,192 by October;
1,746 by January 1944; and 2,702 by April.

In the short term, 13 May saw the arrival of six new bomb groups to strengthen Vill BC - five of
them fresh from the USA; Eaker recorded that it was “a great day.’

The need for fighter escort was satisfied to some extent by the spring of 1843, when the Eighth Air
Force was able to call upon three fighter groups, all of which were equipped with the newly arrived
P-47 Thunderbolt. However, how the P47 could best provide escort would be a matter of experiment and
debate for many months to come, Deployed initially on shallow fighter sweeps over France and Belgium,
initial reaction to the big, radial-engined Thunderbolt was mixed, with many pilots reporting engine and
radio problems, but these were compensated for by the aircraft's formidable firepower of eight .50Hnch
calibre guns.

On 4 May, 117 P-47s flew in the escort role for the first time when they accompanied 65 B-17s to
bomb industrial complexes in Antwerp. However, the problem of providing escort all the way to German
targets would remain until a workable drop tank design became available. Until such time as that
happened, the tactical radius of the P-47 (200-250 miles) took it only into the Low Countries and just
about as far as the Rhine, but not beyond. From there on, bombers would be on their own and flying into
the teeth of the increasingly hardening and capable German defence.
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Throughout May the reinforced VIl BC mounted further raids against German targets, such as Kiel
on the 14th, but the price was high. That day, the Fw 190s of Obit. Heinz Knolke's recently formed 5./1G
11 claimed five B-17s shot down, three of them by airto-air bombing, a method that became something
of a speciality for this unit. The Staffel ended the day with its score of downed Viermots raised to fifty.

Emden was the target on the 15th, Kizl again on the 19th and Wilhelmshaven on the 21st, US
losses were described as ‘.. moderate, but steady and cumulative.”
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On 11 June, one of the largest raids 1o date was mounted against Bremen, but the target was cloud-
covered sa the force altered course for Wilhelmshaven, the secondary target. As the 248 B-17s passed
the port, the Luftwaffe launched a major response which fasted until 20 miles north of the Baltrum
islands. Elerments of | and I1L/JG 11, | and 1./1G 1, Il./1G 26 and 11l /JG 54, together with night fighters
from IV./NJG 1 and |./NIG 5 operaling in a day fighter role, all engaged the bomber formation. VIl BG
reported that. ‘Alfacks were persistent but seemed inexperienced, most coming from 11-1 o'clock level
amd from abowve. After initial attack, E/A would gircle formation well out of range and then return to attack

froim head-on.” Seven B-17s were shot dowr, another was lost in a
midkair collision with an Fw 190 and a further 62 were damaged.
Eighty American aircrew went missing,

Two days later, the 1st and 4th BWs journeyed to Bremen and
Kigl, Although the main attack against Bremen met light opposition,
bombers from the 4th BW encountered the fighters just after crossing
the enemy coast, Twenty-two B-17s were downed and 24 damaged.
The 4th BW reported: * Enemy fightar apposition was the strongest and
most aggressive o dale... Frontal altacks were predominant, but
many angles were used taking advaniage of sun and clouds. Attacks
were made singly, in pairs and in threes, V' farmations of three, six
and eight in frontal altacks. Nose attacks in level and tandem made
by series of three to five E/A. Several attacks of six and elght abreast
were made against the rear.’ Only s of the 16, 95th BG aircraft that
crossed the coast retumed to England. More than 250 crew were
posted missing, including a Brigadier General, in the most devastating
day of lsses to date. The calls for escort grew ever more urgent,

On the 22nd, 183 out of a force of 235 B-17s despatched,
reached the synthetic rubber works at Hlls in the Ruhr for the first
time. Here the bombing was accurate, but again, the price to the
Eighth was high; 16 bombers failed to return and & further four fell
to the guns of Major Josef Priller's JG 26 during a secondary raid
to Antwerp. Three days |lster, 18 aircraft were lost on a mission to
Hamburg and to no avail, for low cloud obscured the target and the
missian had 1o be abandoned.

As for the Combined Bomber Offensive proposed at
Casablanca, there was little sign of it achieving its objective. Both
commanders and crews began to realise that the destruction of
Garmany was going to be a long haul,

July arrived, It was high summer,

BELCAWT Clad in leather Mying suit and life vest, Ofw, Adali
Adhdi’ Caluen of 4.0 26 jumips down from the wing of his
Fe 191 at a base in either France or Holland during the
suwmmer of 1'% Glunz weas one of the most sucoessiul
Jagdilicger on the Western Front, By 5 April 1943, when he
shet down his first Viermot e had been eredited with 31
victories, including claims against Spitfines and Mosguitoes
Chn 29 Auguest of that year, he was awarded the Rinerkreue,
becoming the first NCCYin )G 26 to receive the award

He was appointed w command 5.6 26 on 15 January 1944
anl just over a month Bier, on 22 Febomry, he claimed six
victories in one day including five furengined bombers He
went on to ke commissioned as a Leatnant amd 1o command
G100 26, which he led wntil March 1945, He reccived the
Eichenlaub io the Ritterkreuz in June 1944 and in March
1945 pransferred o WLAENG 2 for caining on the Me 262

He had flown 574 missions by war's end and was credited

wiith 71 victories, including 19 fourengined bombers
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LEFT AND AROVE: Major Josel 'Pips’ Priller, the
Cirschwaderkommadore of JG 26, closes the driver's
diror B his BMW 328 sports car while his Focke
Wulf FPae 1900 A-5, Wikr. 7295 Black 13", receives
trentlon from the ground crew ar Lille-Vendeville in
the early summer of 1943 This ‘Black 13" was
Priller’s regular aircraft at this time and i= scen again
CABOVEY in Flight over France. By the end of 1942,
Prilier had been credited with 81 confirmed
victories, He was a very popular and highly reginded
commuander ancd he repliced Majpor Gerhand Schiopfel
as Romemodore of [ 20 in Janwary 1943, He had
originally joined G 26 from 6.0 51 in 19490 In
Mowvember of that year, he was appointed
Staffelkapitin of 1.6 20 and was made
kammnindeur of 11 Cerupye in December 1941, In
lates Jamwaury 1945, Priller was appointed Inspekicm
der Jagaflicwer West which effectively ended his
oprenitional yving carcer. He had been awarded the
Schwerte to his Rinerkrouz in july 1944 in
recognition of his 100th victoey Altogether he was
crediped with 101 victories, including 11 Towr
engined bivmlbsers

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5, W.Nr. 7298, ‘Black 13’ flown by Major Josef Priller,
Geschwaderkommaodore, JG 26, early summer of 1943

Major Priller flew this aircraft in May and June 1943. It was camouflaged in the standard day fighter RLM colours of
74, 75 and 76 and its spinner was plain green RLM 70. The panel under the engine was yellow, as also originally was
the rudder, but as shown in the photographs, this was later lightly mottled with one of the darker camouflage greys.
A highly stylised sagle's wing design in black edged in white was applied over the exhaust area and, although not
shown in this profile, the aircraft was sometimes fitted with a centreline rack for carrying a 300 litre drop tank. The
markings ‘13+ + =" were Priller's personal interpretation of a Geschwaderkommaodore’s.
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5, W.Nr. 2594, flown by Major Hermann Graf, Jagdgruppe Ost, April 1943
The standard 74,/75,/76 scheme on this aircraft was enlivened by the red so-called ‘tulip’ decoration en the
cowling thinly cutlined in white and the similar red flash on the rudder and the red lightning bolt. outlined in yellow.
below the cockpit. Aft of the fuselage Balkenkreuze, different emblems have been applied to either side; on the
starboard side is the emblem of lagdgruppe Ost, a mother vulture and her young, representing the training and
guidance role of the Jagdgruppe, whilst on the port side is a yellow square with the ‘HKaraya' heart emblem of
9./1G 52, Graf's former unit, in the centre and the barbed cross badge of I1l./JG 52 in the top left comer. The
yellow rudder has a similar design to that on the nose and features the number 202 representing Graf's
accumulated victorles on 2 October 1942, Note that the armoured ring on the front of the aircraft is white.

THIN PAGE: One of the very
distinctive Fw 1940 A-5s flown by Major
Hermeann Grafl during his time as

Rammandeur of Jagdruppe Ost in
France in April 1943 Exhausted from
contmul aperations in Russis
thrcsugheut TO4 142 Gral was given
anders o cease eperational Ayving and
i Lite Jaary 1943 was sent (o the
Worsl b taber commuanid of J;|__|;|.Ig_:..|1n|11_-
sl Based on the Atlantic coast of
France amd equipped with BF 1005 ard
Fow 15405, this unit was tasked with
preguiring newly traincd fighter pilous
lor Bussin umider instrosction from
formser Eastern Front veterans, As [ar as
s knoven, Greal never used the aircrafi
sheowin biere operitioolly
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LROVE AND LEFT Two views of the rear fuselage of Gral’s Fw 190 showing the
Karvastafiel emblem aft of the Balkenkreuz and the brightly coloured rudder with

tally, represented by the number 202

the pilot's vig

AELOW: Another view of Gral's Fw 190 A-5. Just visible behind the Balkenkreuz, bt
half hidden by the lead from the external power umit. is thee vulture and voung

cmblem of Jagderppe Ost.
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Defence in Depth

T he summer of 1843 found Germany's war effort floundering seriously. On 10 July, five days after
the launch of the offensive at Kursk on the Russian Front, Allied forces landed in Sicily and on the
12th, following a massive tank battle at Prokhorovka, the German thrust around Kursk was halted and
by the 16th the Germans had began to withdraw from the salient. On the 19th, Hitler was compelled
to travel to [taly to meet with Mussalini to lecture the Duce for two hours on how to fight wars and win
hattles.

Ironically, despite the situation in Sicily, Generalmafor Adolf Galland, the General der Jagdflieger,
used a refative |ull in the American raids on north-western Germany during the first three weeks of July
as an opportunity to withdraw a number of day fighter units from the south to bolster the air defence
of the Reich against the anticipated continuation of heavier daylight bombing. In principle, this went
against the policy of Generaloberst Hans leschonnek, the Luftwalfe Chief of General Staff, who wished
to maintain maximum commitment to the Russian and Mediterranean Fronts, leaving daylight defence
to the 250 plus fighters of JG 2 and JG 26 in France and the Low Countries. However, the threat posed
by the Combired Bomber Offensive was such that there was little option but to withdraw fighter units
from other fronts to rapldly reinforce units operating on the Channel Front and in the defence of the
Reich. He believed that it was important to inflict substantial losses on the Americans at the beginning
of their strategic offensive rather than wait to attack in strength by which time the Americans would be
more experienced and could draw upon greater resources.

Galland succeeded to some extent. From Sicily came Hptm. Karl Rammelt's badly depleted
II./1G 51, while the Bf 109s of II./JG 27 under Hptim. Werner Schroer (soon to be awarded the
Eichentaub to his Ritterkreuz) arrived at Wiesbaden-Erbenheim from Vibo-Valentia in southern Italy and
by the end of July the fragmented elements of |./1G 27 had regrouped around Minster-Handorf under
the command of its newly-appointed Hommandeur, the Ritterkreuztrager, Hptm, Ludwig Franzisket.
Thus, by July, some 11 dayfighter Gruppern from 1G 1, JG 3, JG 11, IG 27 and JG 51 plus elements
of G 54 were based within the Reich with half of the reinforcement being absorbed by the defences
in north-west Germany. JG 2 and most of JG 26 remained in Holland and France to protect the airspace
in the west. In addition, JG 300 was about to form at Bonn-Hangelaar for Wilde Sau night operations
using day-fighters under the command of the bomber Experte, Major Hajo Herrmann,

This redistribution of fighter strength mean that the Germans were able to pursue a policy of
‘Defence in Depth” in which, by expanding their defensive zones along the coast and at the same time
holding the bulk of fighter strength back in the Reich, Luftwaffe fighters would be beyond the range of
Us fignters and therefore free to concentrate on attacking the bombers.

Furthermore, single-engined fighter production had been increasing steadily throughout the first
seven months of 1943 from about 480 to 800 aircraft per month, and by the time repaired aircraft
were added some 1,000 fighters were available monthly for replacement and expansion. By 1 July
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there were approximately 800 single-engined fighters
available to Galland for the daylight defence of the Reich and
the west, but they were being steadily depleted in a growing
battle of attrition against the Allied air forces and at a rate
that was difficult to sustain. In July 1943, fighter aircraft
losses on all fronts stood at 31.2 per cent, while the loss of
single-engined fighter pilots {on all fronts and all causes) in
July stood at 330 or 16 per cent, an increase of 84 pilots on
the previous month and of 64 pilats aver May. Hard to bear
was the accumulating loss of experienced fighter
commanders. In June, the recently appointed Kommandeur
of HL/JG 26, Hptm. Kurt Ruppert, had been killed while
leading a formation of 32 Bf 109 Gs in a rear pass against
the lead group of 72 B-17s attacking Kiel, His aircraft was
hit by return fire from the bombers and in baling out his
parachute harness npped and he fell to his death. In July,
during American raids on Hamburg and Kiel, 111./1G 1 suffered the loss of its Kommandeur, Major Karl
Heinz Leesmann, when, on the 25th, he was seen to crash into the sea foliowing an attack against &
group of B-17s. Although a search vessel was despatched immediately from Heligeland, he could not
be found and his body was washed ashore on 16 August. In the meantime, Hptm. Robert Olejnik took
command aof Il Gruppe.

An increase in non-combat losses reflacted the pressures being mourted on fighter training.
Reductions in the training programme meant that, compared to an average of 210 hours the previous
year, by the autumn of 1943 fighter pilots were reaching their operational units with an average on
powered aircraft of 148 hours accumulated in an elementary A/B school, a Fighter Training School or
Jagdfiegerschule, and an Operationa’ Fighter Training Pool or Erganzungsiagdgruppe (see Jagdwalfe
Val, 2, Section 4). The fagdfiiegerschulen (JFS) had already been redesignated as Jagdgeschwader
during the spring of 1943, JFS 1 at Werneuchen, for example, became JG 101 where the average
duration of the fighter training course was three and a half to four months, compared to an average of
four to five months in 1942,

1G 101 compnsed three Staffeln, each offering a selfcontained training course of approximately
25 pupils and 20-25 aircraft consisting of an assortment of Ar 96s, Bf 109 Es and Fs, Bu 131s and
Bf 108s. A large proportion of training was dedicated to formation flying. agrobatics, navigation, cross-
country flying and gunnery praclice.

In June 1943, the four component Staffein of Ergdnzungsjagdgruppe West spread over south-
wastern France supplied Bf 108 and Pw 190 pilots to operational Jagdgruppen. Pupils were instructed
by operationally-experienced pilots in courses lasting normally one maonth, athough demands from the
operational units often shartened this period to 14 days. Courses consisted of circuits and bumps in
the Bf 109 F followed by conversion to the Bf 109 G, or Bf 108 if
converting to the Fw 190, Instruction in formation flying was similar to that
received in a Fighter Training Schoeol, but in an Erganzungsjagdgruppe, at
least one flight was made in a formation of seven 1o nine aircraft led by
an instructor. Heavy emphasis was placed on gunnery and target practice
with machine guns and cannon.

The defenswve infrastructure into which the Reich-based home
defence fighter units were placed was controlled by a central command of
Luftflotte status known as the Luftwaffenbefehishaber Mitte
({Lw.Befh.Mitte; based at Berin-Dahlem Generaloberst Hubert
Weise, The Lw.Befh.Mitte assumed full responsibility for oversesing the
operations of fiying units, Flak units, signals units and ground forces
engaged in the home air defence. Assigned for tactical purposes to the
Lw.Befh.Mitte was the XIl. Fliegerkorps based in a country house at Zeist
in Holland under the command of General der Flieger losef Kammhuber
who performed the dual role of Inspekteur der Nachtidger {Inspector of
Night Fighters) as well as commanding all day fighter units in Germany,
Holland and Denmark
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Order of Battle Oberbefehishaber Mitte, 10 June 1943

Stab/IG 1 Fw 190, Bf 109 5] (4]
l.Gruppe/JG 1 Fw 190 31 (19
Il.Gruppe/JG 1 Fw 190 41 (31)
Il.Gruppe/JG 1 Bf 109 27 (20}
l.Gruppe/JG 3 Bf 109 40 (25)
Stab/JG 11 Bf 109 5 (5)
l.Griuppe/)G 11 Fw 120 32 {22)
Il.Gruppe/JG 11 Bf 109 42 (35)
. Gruppe/JG 11 Bf 109 23 (19)
Jasta Helgoland Bf109 T 15 (9)
9. Staffel/1G 26 Fw 190 13 {9)
2.5taffel/1G 27 Bf 109 10 (7)
4. Staffel/)G 54 Bf 109, Fw 180 14 (13)
11.5taffel/ )G 54 Bf 109 11 i8)
.Gruppe/JG 54 Bf 109 {less 12.5taffel) 32 (29
Stab/1. lagd Div. Bf 109, Bf 110 2 (1)
Stab/NIG 1 Bf 110 G (6]
l. Gruppe/NJG 1 Bf 110 36 (30)
II.Gruppe/MNJG 1 Bf 110, Do 217 40 (21)
I Gruppe,/MJG 1 Bf 110 27 (21)
V. Gruppe/NJG 1 Bf 110 28 (22)
Stab/2.Jagd Div. Fw 190 1 (O}
Stab/MJG 3 Bf 110 8 (6)
|.Gruppe/MNIG 3 Bf 110, Do 217 24 {19}
. Gruppe,/MIG 3 Bf 110, Do 217 24 {16}
. Gruppe,/MNJG 3 Bf 110, Do 217 20 (13}
IV.Gruppe/MJG 3 Ju 88 36 (27)
Stab/ 3. Jagd Div. Bf 109 - {-]
I.Gruppe/NIG 4 Bf 110, Do 217 36 (24)
Il. Gruppa,/MNIG 4 Bf 110, Do 217 35 (28]
. Gruppe/NJG 4 Bf 110, Do 217 26 (18)
IV.Gruppe,/NJG 4 Bf 110 30 (26)
Stab/4.Jagd Div. Bf 110 i (1)
Stab/MNIG 5 Bf 110, Ju 88 2 (2
I.Gruppe/NJG & Bf 110 ir (13)
I.Gruppe/MJG 5 Bf 110 19 {12)
IV.Gruppe/NJG 5 Bf 110, Ju 88 45 (26)
T.Staffel/NIG & Bf 110 {part of I.Gruppe) 12 {11)

Supreme control of JG 2 and JG 26 in France and Belgium was vested in Luftflotte 3 based in Paris
under Generalfeldmarschall Hugo Sperrle,

Subordinate to the Lw.Befh.Mitte and Luftflotte 3 was a network of six regional Jagddivisionen
responsible for overseeing tactical day and night fighter operations while maintaining air situation maps
from reports received from the German radio intercept and radar services. The small staff of
1. Jagddivision, for example, was based temporarily in a villa in the village of Schaarsbergen near
Arnhem in Holland having moved from a farmer psychiatric hospital some six Kilometres to the north
of Arnhem on the road running to Deelen airfield, while its sophisticated operations bunker,
codenamed Diogenes, complete with advanced early warning, tracking and communications systems,
was still under construction nearkby.

Reporting to the Jagddivision was the Jagdfliegerfithrer, or Jafii', the area fighter commander. This
officer was usually based at the Division headquarters and was responsible for conducting day-to-day
tactical operations and ensuring that units within his local command area were informed of the current air
situation. The Jafii Holland-Ruhrgebiet, for example. was initially quartered at Amsterdam-Schiphol with an
outpost at Zandvoort. It later moved to share facilities with the 1. Jagddivsion at Deelen. The



Jagdfliegerfuhrer carned out his duties in an air conditioned
control room, in which was the Leuchtschirmbarte, a translucent
grid map six metres sguare. Behind this map was
accommodated a large team of female auxiliaries or
Levchipunktwerferinnen who each controlled one grid and, with
information received from early warning stations and the aid of
an electric pencil, projected spots of red light representing
hostile aircraft onto the screen. From a balcony facing the
screen. other auxiliaries projected the positions of German
fighters using spots of white light, while further translucent
miaps showed the position of other friendly aircraft and shipping.

The Jagdfifegerfithrer and his staff., consisting of an
assistant controller and Flak and radar liaison officers, sat in
tiers of seats at the back of the room and were in direct
communication with the fighter airfields in the Jafu area.
About ten Jlagerleitoffiziere formed a row in front of the
screen, their duty being to control the movements of German
fignters in the air by means of FuG 16 radio sets.

In mid-July 1943, the composition of this network was
as follows

Luftwaffenbefehishaber Mitte
HQ: Berlin-Dahlem and Wannsee (Gen.Obs!. Hubert
Weise)
Command Area: The Reich, Denmark, Bohamia-
Moravia, Posen and areas of western Poland

XIl. Fliegerkorps
HO: Zeist, Helland [ Gen. der Fl. Josef Kammhuber}
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ABOVE: An aerial view of the immense, puepose-built divisional

fighter contrel bunker at ArnbensDeclen i Holland, Constructed
largehy of reinforced concrete 1o protect it from alr bombardment,
the building served as headguarters of the 1, Jagddivision under
Generalleutnant von Docing from finwary to October 1943, when
the Division was redesignated 3. Jagddivision under the same
commander, The Division was responsible for the control of all day
aivd naghtfighter units in north-west Germany, Holland, and parts of
Belgium, Known as a‘battle opera house” because of its tiered
seating svstem and artificial lghting, the building boused a team of
expericnced fighter controllers supported by auxiliaries and a
sophisticated communicitions and reparting system,

Command Area; The Reich, Holland, areas of Belgium, north-eastern France and Denmark

1. Jagddivision

HQ: Deelen, Holland {Gen.Lt. Karl-Bertram von Doring)

Command Area: North-western Germany east of the Elbe, Holland and areas of Belgium

Jafii Holland-Ruhrgebiet
HQ: Deelen. Holland (Qbst. Walter Grabmann)

Command Area: North-western Germany, Holland and areas of Belgium

2. Jagddivision
HO: Stade (Gen.Lf. Walter Schwabedissen)

Command Area: Heligoland Bight, Hamburg, Bremen, Hannover, Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark

Jafu Deutsche Bucht
HQ: Stade (Obst. Hentschel)

Command Area: Heligoland Bight, Hamburg, Bremen, Hannover, Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark

3. Jagddivision
HQ: Metz (Gen.Mal. Werner Junck)
Command Area: Belgium and north-eastern France

4. Jagddivision

HQ: Doberitz {Gen.Ma). loachim-Friedrich Huth)

Command Area: Morthern Germany east of the Elbe, East Prussia, Silesia and central Germany

Jafu Mitteldeutschiland
HQ: Doberitz (Gen.Maj. Frommherz)

Command Area: Northern Germany east of the Elbe and central Germany

5. Jagddivision
HQ: Schleissheim (Obst. Harry von Bllow]
Command Area: Southern Germany
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tafii Sisd
HQ: Schieissheim (QObst. Harry von Bllow)
Command Area; Southern Germany

Jafi Ostmark (semi-autonomous)
HQ: Schloss Cobengl, Vienna {Obst. Gotthard Handrick)
Command Area: Austria, Bohemia-Moravia and Hungary

Pressure began to mount on the German defences. On the night of 24-25 July, 741 bombers from RAF
Bomber Command mounted a major night raid against Hamburg, At midday on the 26th, the Allied
Combined Bember Offensive continued when 122 American B-17s bombed the city again, disrupting
rescue operations. The British returned on the night of 27/28th with a force of 739 bombers which
dropped more than 2,300 tons of bombs, setting 16,000 buildings ablaze in the infamous firestorm raid.

As the Allied daylight raids intensified still further, Galland reasoned that it would be prudent to
limit the number of machines and operations flown by the home defence Geschwader against individual
enemy raids, so as to allow sufficient repair and re-grouping of aircraft which had landed on emergency
flields. Only by carefully conserving strength and by efficient management of its most precious
resources, namely its pilots, could the Jagdwaffe hope to cause any damage to the bombers.
Unimpressed, Goring brushed this theory aside and demanded that all available units be thrown
against every raid wherever and whenever possible,

By luly, in a turning point for USAAF fighter operations, P47 Thunderbolts of the 4th FG appeared for
the first time in German skies fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks, which greatly extended their range. Initially,
Galland failec to convince Goring that enemy fighter escort had actually penetrated Reich airspace,
According to Hitler's armaments minister, Albert Speer, shortly after the first P47 had been shot down over
the German border in mid-1943, Garing had insinuated that the wreckage which his fighter commancder hac
seen near Aachen had been the product of ' .pure fantasy.” On 28 July however, the first occasion that the
P-47s were used, the Luftwaffe waited until the escort had to turn back before launching a concentrated
attack in bad weather on the then wulnerable bombers heading for the Fleseler works at Kassel
Batteshausen and the AGC works at Oschersleben. Ten Jagdeuppen were assembled in defence, six from
1G 1 and JG 11, plus | and lll. /)G 28, 1./1G 2 and Wl./JG 54, These units were augmented by the specialist
anti-bomber weapons development unit, Erprobungskommando 25 and the IndustrieschutzSchwirmen —
Factory Defence Flights — from the Focke-Wulf plant in Bremen and Fieseler in Kassel.

The German fighters, spearheaded by the Fw 190s of IG 1 and followed by the Bf 109 Gs of
Hptm, Glnther Specht's |1 /)G 11, attacked the American formation head-on. Twenty-two bombers went
down, 12 of them credited to I1./JG 11. JG 26 accounted for a further three B-17s destroyed and one
Herausschuss, although bomber gunners shot down two Fw 190s from I, Gruppe. One pilot from
1./1G 3 also shot down a bomber.

In one of their first major deployments, new types of weapons intended specifically for use against
the heavy bombers were deployed. Aircraft from JG 1 and JG 11 carried newlyfitted 21 em WGr. martar
or 'stovepipes’ — under their wings. Fired from beyond the defensive range of the bombers, the

mortar shells were intended to detonate within

ar even near to a formation, causing sufficient

blast effect to break it up. One Fortress from

the 385th BG received a direct hit, broke up
: and crashed into two other B-17s, causing all
threa aircraft to go down. In another innovative
example, Uffz, "Jonny' Fest of 5./1G 1 claimed
three bombers destroyed after dropping a
bomb into the American formation,

The more experienced German pilots also
demonstrated their skill; Hotm. Specht claimed
ong B17 and the Gruppenkommandeur of
L.AJG 1, Hptm, EmiFRudolf Schnoor claimed
another for his ninth victory.

Altogether 25 bombers were shot down.
These encouraging results were temperad by

Continved on page 18
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‘Stovepipes’

I i early June 1443, in accondance with instructions issued by the office of the Ceneral der fagdflieger
a consignment of thirty 21 cm Nefefieerfer 42 mortar ubes together with 200 mortar shells from the
Army munitions storage facility ar Libeck-Gestringen were delivered o LG 1 at Schiphol with a further
34 tubes and 200 shells going to [1/9G 26 in France.

Originally designed as an infantry weapon for use in ground warfare, the intention wias to install the
maortars under the wings of Fw 190s and employ them as airto-air weapons against formutions, or Prdle
of USAAF four-cngined bombers, where the blast effect from a shell exploding within the confines of a
formation would scatter the Viermors, thus weakening their defensive firepower and rendering individual
bombers more vulnerabie to attack:

Redesignated as the Wherfpranalte 42 and later as the Werfergranate 21, but less formally known as
‘stovepipes’ becanse of the shape of the launch mbes, initdal experiments were conducted by the
Rittererenzirdger and former ersidrer ace, Mo, Echeand Traw, Keortenandedr of Evparigshorime ticlo 25,
who had been seconded to LG 1 where he formed the Evpreofangsiommenda/1G 1 equipped with four
Fw 190 A-is, specifically to carry ot the task. At JG 26, L. Orto Hummel of S Staffed was assipned o conduct
similar cxperiments.

Firing practice ok place over the North Sea and. on 13 June, three B17s woere claimed by mortars aver
the German Bight, while on the 22nd, Ofte. Hins Laon and Oy, Giinter Fick of LAG 1 claimed a further two
Viermots shot down and reo damaged. These indtial results proved sufficiently satistactory for trials to continue
using the Fw 190s of JG 1 and JG 200as well as Ekefo 25 at Achmer and the Exprobanngsstelle o Tarnewits

Hptm, Horst Gever, Komnrandofithrer of o 25 recalled:* findike otber missdes, the 20 cm Werfer,
wiich canie o ws from the Army, was nol equiphed with [fns or stabifizers. Ralber, this seeafon iwas
steebilized by fts own spin which, in Qo was crealed by the blast from indial igndtion and the
suhseguen! veloctty, The 27 cm shell B Freo o three imes per secord after Teaeing its lawnch fulwe,
Bt spreed facreased rapidiy therveafien

“Wie wbwerved theat the shell did wod ran stvafght o s indended favgel, Bt raltber (8 spivalled and
therefire affen missed the fargel T overcome s, the aranifactiorer buill inoa thee fuse intended o
detoiate e shell at a fareset tnee, We nsually fived the weapon from a vange of G500 metves and from oy
expierience with i, we weve able to set the fize corvectly, compensating, of course, for the apyproach speed of
e target. Howvever, the dloser to the target yorr were, so tbe greater the Diast and e sicoess of the weeapon”

Che 1.3 metre long rifled mortar lannching tube was suspended from the underside of each wing of
an Fw 190 A-4/R6 by means of four bracing lugs and a central hook with a suspension bracket. Three
retaining springs located near the rear end of the tube held the 112 kg shell with its 40 kg warhead in
place and a screw, also at the rear end of the tube, prevented the shell from sliding out. In an emergency,
the lanching wbe could be jettisoned by activating an electricallv-primed explosive charge which
severed the central hook,

The maortars were controlled from a cockpit armament panel containing two armament switches and
A Hewi 168 reflectar sight, Two spinsstiabilized shells were fired simultaneously when the pikof depressed
a4 button on his control column,

The mortar shells were fitted with a time fuee, preset at 800 m prior to delivery (o an operational unit
and not subsequemly adjusted. The fring range was therefore invariable and the weapon's low velocity
meant that to be effective, it had o be gimed 60 metres above s target and a shell had o detonate within
258 metres of a bomber,
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The weapon was used in numbers for the first time operationally on 28 Tuly 1943 during an American
raid to Kassel and Oschersleben. Results were acceptable inas muoch as fragmentation from blast did break

up the bombers and a number were claimed destroved as an indirect result.

In a repont prepared in late August 1943, the Headguarters of the Eighth Air Force wammed:' it wonld
dfsfreeir (o be e ost dangerons single obstacle in the patb of owr bomber offensive,

e weapon was perhaps used o its greatest effect against the American mid on Schweinfurt on
14 October 1943, when 62 heavies were shot down, many a8 a4 result of being separated from their
formations by the mortars

Mortars wene also fitted to the B VO9G-08 of VG 3, L, T amd TG 53, Land 019G 77 and 1LAG S

and used w varying effect in the Mediterranean and Rumania from Aogust 1943 until early 1944, Other

BE 109 of 7.6 3, 5./0G 11, 200G 27 and 6 /G 51 so equipped nperated in the Defence of the Reich and

a number of BE 110G-2/R-3 Zerstdrer of 2G 76 and Me 410As of ZG 26 carried a pair of twin mortars tubes
in addition o an areay of cannon and machine guns and operated as heavitv-armed bomber-destroyers

However, although further trials to

improve the WGr 21 continued under

Bkde, 25 vntil mid-1944, 1t was found that

the launch tubes robhed German fighters -

particularly the heavier Zerstiveer - of their

— periormance and made them vulnerable to

Allicd fighters. Senior Lufrvaffe fighter

commanders recognised the psvchological

cffect of the mortars on bomber crews, b

equally that when fitted to the Fa 190, a loss

in speed of 40-50 km/h was incurred plus a

loss of ceiling and manaeuvrability. Licking

any accurate range-finding  device, pilots

found that judging the correct release point

wis difficult, and by late 1944, the mostars

haadd all bur disappeared from use, However,

AROVE: Py 190005 W NE 1572 White 4" of the wedpeds testing and evaluation unit in March 1945 a small number of
Erprobungskomnuindo 25, wis used 1o conduct firing trials with the 21 cm air-to-air Me 262 A-la jer fighters af the Stabstafie!
mortar Built by Focke-Wall in Marienbure, it is believed the aircraft was with JG o1 and LG 7 were fitted with WGr 21

Before being transferred o Ekdo 25 In this deameatic photograph, taken at Barth

mortars in a brief experiment during
atrfickl, west of Stralsund on the nosth German coast in carly 1944, 0 morgar is . i 5

remaotely fired from the airerdt for testing purposes and aimed across the waters of the which one such aircraft is believed o have

Harther Bodden in the dircction of Zings: heen flown by Maforr Rudolf Sinner

e
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AROVE AND) CPPOSTTE BOTTONE: P 1900 A5, WINE 1372, "White 4" of
Iprobungskommando 25 wias used in further experiments ag Barth to test the
feashility of rearward-firing 21 cm mortar tubes, B owas planned that a fghter
woull approach a bomber formation from behind and above or below, thus
soidng the worst of the defensive fire, and Buonch its mogtars into the

anation as it passed i froot of it In these photogriphs, “White 4' has been

pcked up and the tabes fitted in reverse so that they angle slightly upwards and LBOVE: The resulis! The blast from the nmoctar has severely damaged the trailing
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5, W.Nr. 1372, ‘White 4’ of Erprobungskommandeo 25, Barth, early 1944

The identity of this machine has obviously been changed as a patch of RLM 74 shows where an earlier tactical number
ahead of the white ‘4", probably of an operational unit, has been painted out. Other tactical markings, i.e. the yellow
nose panel and rudder, have been retained and the machine has the virtually standard black flash over the exhaust
area. The spinner is green 70 with a one third white segment, and the camouflage colours are 74 and 75 on the
uppersurfaces and 76 undersurfaces. Motting is largely confined to the nose and tail.
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5/RE, ‘Yellow 8' of 3./JG 1, Deelen, July 1943

With its tactical number, Tatzelwurm and spinner in yellow, the 3. Staffel colour features prominently on this machine, although the yellow
nose panel is a recognition aid common to all German fighters of the period. The basic aircraft camouflage scheme consists of a 74/75
splinter pattern on the uppersurfaces and 76 undersurfaces with fairly prominent motties on the fuselage sides and, particularly, on the
rudder. Note the unusual style of the tactical number on the fuselage and the ‘B8R’ painted on the mortar tube. As this probably indicated
‘recht’, or right side of 'Yellow 8°, it is reasonable to suppose that the left, or ‘links', tube was painted “8L'.

LEFT:

An Fw 15 A-5H G
NFelbow 8o
377G 1 at Deeclen
i July 143,
showing the
sovepipes” for
launchimg 21 cm
SEr-La-3ir mortars
e lead froom the
starter trolley has
&l II'|I|.|'\. Iil'!'fl
plugged into the
ALFCTAl 5 fusciage

the unexpected clash between P-47s of the 4th FG sent to cover the B-17s’ withdrawal, and a mixed

formation of Focke-Wulis and Messerschmitts of JG 1 and |./JG 26 which was in the process of
launching an attack against the bombers near Emmerich. In a running engagement between Utrecht
and Rotterdam, the Americans claimed nine German fighters shot down.
Ir its Marrative of Operations for 28 July, VIl BC reported: “Heaw fighter opposition. . Aftacks were made
predominantly friom 1.2 o'clock hgh amd 5 o 'clock leve, aithough scattered attacks were nvade from all directions.”
German tactics ag

ainst the Viermots at this time seemed to sway between attacks from the rear

of a format:on and from head-on. Those pilots electing to mount rearward attacks found that the most
vulneralde spot on a fourengined bomber was the wing area between the fuselage and the inboard
engines, The number three engineg on a B17 Flying Fortress was considered particularly important
because it powered the hydraulic systam.

However, following the encauraging initial successes achieved by pilots such as Hptim. Egon Mayer
of Il./AG 2 (see Jagdwalfe Vol. Four, Section One) in late 1942, Galland, a keen proponent of tactical
innovation, issued a circular to all Luftwarfe fighter units in which he wrote
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LEFT Hpim. Gimnther Specht in conversaticn with pilots of JG 1 in mid-1543. Spe hit fost his
right eyve during an air bartle in December 1939 whilst servimg with 126G 26, Following
yvarions  sEaff _||'||1|_|i|11r|1; ni= amnd 3 '|'|(':1l.1| a5 communder of a nightfichier raining s twad, he
was appointed Kommandeur of 16 11 n May 1943, Specht had a reputation as one of the
mast tenacions commanders operating in the defence of the Reich, Despite the use of only
onE eve = of perhaps even becase of it - e was an extremely accurte shot, In May 1944
he took over as Kommaodore of )G 11, replacing Major Herberr 1 ibefeld who had been
appointed to a stalf position on the Stab of 30, Jagddivision. Specht was shat down aind killed
in the Magstricht area on 1 January 1945 while keading )G 11 in Operation Bodenplate, the
artack on Allicd airficlds. He was credited with 32 victories claimed in the West - including
15 Viermiots - and had been awarded the Ritterkrewz an 8 April 1944, Alse soen o Spechi's
right in this phoweraph is Ofw, Oteo Bach, a veteran Gghter pilot wha fhew with 11 and
VG 1 He was killed in an engagement with P-51s over Rochau-bei-stendal on 20
November 1944 whilst Staffelfithrer of 700G 1, He is believed 1o hive scored some 25

viCtories

LEFT: Hptm. Emil-Rudolf Schnoaor
ifar lern), Staffelkapitin of &0 1, in
conversation with Generalleutnant
Acholf Galland durmg a visit by the
General der Jagdilieger 1o
Lecwwarden in March 1943, schnoor
wis credited with the destruction of
several four-engined hombers and
served as Gruppenkommandeur of
LAG 1 from the beginning of 1544
until budly injured on EoApril when
hs P 190 A7 crash-danded during a

rouline service flight

a. The attack from the rear against a four-engined bomber formation promisas little success and
almost always brings losses. If an attack from the rear must be carned through, it should be
done from above or below and the fuel tanks and engines should be the aiming points.

b. The attack from the side can be effective, but it requires thorough training and good gunnery.

c. The attack from the front, front high, or front low, all with low speed was the most effective of
all. Flying atility, good aiming and closing up to the shortest possible range are fhe
prereguisites for sUCCess.

d. The exit can succeed only in & sharp diving turn in the direction of the bomber formation or BELOW: The view
single bomber, The most important factor is the angle of bank with which the fighter leaves the seen by a Gernman
bomber formation. fighter piiot while

e. Basically, the strongest weapon is the massed and repeated attack by an entire fighter formation
In such cases. the defensive fire can be weakened and the bomber formation broken up. formarion of B-17s.

closing in i 4
iron il aitack ona

In executing the headon attack, which mary
units preferred, the cockpit and, once again, the
number three engine became the most
important targets. It was calculated that, on
average, it required 20 hits with 20 mm shells to
bring down a heavy bomber. However, as the
fighter closed in on its target, the combined
approach speed would be approximately 805
km/h at 183 metres per second, and this
allowed only a half-second burst from the fighter
hefore it was forced to break away in order 1o
avoid collision with the bomber.

By the end of July, no fewer than 600 Bf 109s and Fw 1905 had been lost in the Meditesranean
The irrefutable fact was that heavy fighter losses incurred in and around Sicily had severely curta led
the Luftwaffe's ability to enhance its home defence operations, just as the A mericans were about 1o
attempt a bold new step.
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The Head-On Attack

Ihe following diagrams amd caprions are hased on official punnery instructions issued 1o German fehter

piloas from 143 onwards and illustrate the thearetical fronal amack methods 1 be employved by a

set friehiter when engapgimg a four-enemed heavy bombser.

Pilots wene the bomber formation in such a way as to e able o determine its direction

AONDITELITY

hat direction until $000-500 m ahead of i, with the formation visible o the left

|||-:| TS

P ol the horzontal st It was envisaged that it would uswally take betws

Ly reach this poinl aiter overtakimg e formation

Ihe pilor was then o make it turn with engine theotled back slightly and commence the

approach ||'._. i, At such ATNRCS, dircctional differences were initially very amall Baat |||||._'L.'. increased i

anbeit range necessitatng sudden increases in deflection which were diffi o make in the very short

time available

IHagram 3

Foviir¢ ngined
bommber seen from
the frong ag Rk
metres ninge, Pilid
fires cont oinsly,
while nmywing the
sight omta the centn
of the fuselage,

Iererm <
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]l"'llllh'F seen from
the front st (00

mctres range. The
Ak is sEill firieng at
the trget,

7
irengined
bombaer seen (nom

the front at a range
o A0 mestres, Pilm
now hreaks away,
forcing cnemy
Bunmers o reanct 1o
Fast directsoenal
changes and Large

deflection
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6/R6E, ‘Black 7' flown by Fw. Josef Kehrle of 8./JG 1,
Leeuwarden, summer 1943

Finished in a standard 74,/75,/76 splinter pattern and mottled fuselage sides, the port fuselage side of
this aircraft carried the badge of 8./1G 1 and the hunter emblem of Fw. Kehrle's Rotte. beneath which
was the wording ‘Benjamin’. The wing root was painted with a black protective finish and although the
spinner was painted with a red and white spiral design, the backplate remained in green T0.

Emblem of 8./1G 1 The uppersurface crosses were the white outline style.

The emblem of
Fw. Josef Kehrle's
Rotte

AELCOW: This B 108 G/ RO Black 7 F'-lll*ll}!:l'_{'lll{'d at Lecuwsnden in the sumamer of 1945, was fhown by

Fawv Josef Kehrle's of & /0 1. Mote the FuG 1o ZE radio antenna visible under the fuselage and the clips on the side
of the fuselage for the sunshade, although heee the angle of the sun prechsdes their use. Clearly visible behind the
exhaust and wing root is the black paint applicd to protect this area from the ot gasses and conceal carbon
depasits, Fwe Kehrle was one of the pilots who ook off on 3 Novemnber 1943 1o imtercept a formation of heavy
bombers detailed o artack the port of Wildelmhaven, On this occasion, the bombers' escort bounced the German
fighters and Kehrle was wounded. Alver returming to the Staffel, he continued o fly unil wounded again in April
15944, His final tally was 14 victories of which 12 were four-engined bombers.
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KM The distinctive cheguerned « ngine cowlings first
appeared on wreraft of LG 1 in the eady summer of 1943
Ihe chequers matched the colour of the fuselage

idemtification number:

1.1 1 = hlack white
PG 1 = blackred
4000 1 = black yvellow

Alsas seen here s the 1€ gt TR emblem s|-.'|'\l|| tinge thee lgune
of i devil emerging from cloud. This was previcushy the

emitlern ol thie Orst formacdioen af IV,7060 1

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, W.Nr. 530135, ‘White 12’ flown by Uffz. Bernhard Kunze of 1./JG 1, July 1943
‘White 12" was finished in the camouflage colours 74,75 and 76, these appearing as a segmented pattern on the
uppersurfaces with the 76 fuselage sides quite densely, but not darkly, mottled with 74 and 75. The engine cowling was
painted with the black and white squares of 1./JG 1, although as with all aircraft of JG 1, the standard yellow underpanel
was retained.

RIGHT AND BELCOE. On 238 July 19463, lolkowing
wombeal warth 13175, UiFz. Bernheird Kuanee of 100G 1

Tamsded Tes Poe 190 A-G, W M 530135, Whie 12" on the -4
rorsl Gf the mdcipad swirmming kit ot Drgduen in

Healkanad, Tlse airorft wos re ported s B0 per cent

I.I.I:II.IL',I:'l-: b the ||:||sl e unlarined
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PHCVE: O 12 Augeast 19435, pibeds of 10040 | claimed o have shot down seven B

s, one OF which was credited wr Lt
Kiirt |||:||q_*-l|l:l.l\.|| heste i frcwag €

Frar 190 A= off 5,000, as his first victory

BELOW; With a mechanic climbing down from the airceaft to disconnect the bead of the ground sueiers orelley, a

Clowd of exhaust smoke is Blown back by ithe o -|:-|'|I|. ras L, Martin Lachs of -4 s | scarts the BMW 201 [2-2 engine
of his Fww 190 A-4 in the sammer af 19493, Note the red Tateehwurm embler

v of 1000 1 o the cowlime, the red
armoured front ring on the engine amd the vellow panel under the nose
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: . ﬂ‘:.t.a:‘-‘ et
- ...ﬂ""a aa’ 3{' M@

FHES PAGE. Coronmcdkeresy af LA | work on

soumee of the the Gruppe's B 104 G-0/R-G

abrcrafi. All machines have spiral spinners and
e oanmed wiath MG 151 cinnon in underwing
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BELOW: Uz, Frane Steiner of 204

LT pictured in feont of his Fa 1590 A6
Black 3" at ¥

SUT AN ALELst 1943, The

wrcraft carries the Staffel emblem which

he designed and has a vellow panel undere the npos

|ETHE niler nedting and in its revetment at Husum im mic-1943, an Pw 190 of
LG 11 displays the Staffe] emblem. This resulted from a competition set by the
saffelkapitan, Hptm. Rudcli-Emil Schnoor, amd was designed by Uiz, Franz
steiner, one af the umit's pilots; wha first sketched it on a picce of paper, The

csign features a pibidl sittingg oo Uncle Sam's top hat adorned svith the stars and
itripes, As winner of the competition, Steiner was allowed some leave

Emhblem of
2./1G611

LEFT: An P 14 A
SN2 of 2/Mx 11 in irs
imberwalled
revebinent at HuosieEmn in
mid-1943 showing thy
poweTT il nnclerw Ing
armemeent of two G

1517200 canmon. Neode
thet

n this aircraft the
spinner tip has been
||.-|||I|,'|| white
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LEFT: Fw. Rusdi
Schmint of 340G 11
stands bencath the
spinner of his Fwy 1)
570012 at Husaim in
the: summmer of 1943%
MNode that the spinner
ppeirs o have been
painted inaa

sepmentod pattcrm.

BELCW: Mewly
dolivescd Pae 1901 Adhs
ool 5000 11
phestoaraplued at
Flusum in late Juky
1945, The machineg
nearest thes camera is
WONE 530100, Yellow

knowmn o Bave been
oy biv Faw, Hams
Creorg Cruklheenke. Thic
Staffel badge has been
ipplied to the engine
corwvlimgz and bath
muachines harve o white
tand around the rear
huselape
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LEFT: A closeup of the engine
cowling of an Pa 190 AS112 ol
3.1 11 showing the Saifel's emblem
which had previously been used by
241G 1.1
schedsst hat mehr von Leben', which

s mietio reads, Wer zuersi

=, 'He who

boroe v teamsiicd o

shones first lives longes

RELCI An Fw 190 A-5012 of

e 11 urslengoes weapons scrvicing

and testing at Hosum o mdel-194 3%,
sole thie sioe of the e g wicdolas for
the underwing MG 151720 cinnon

BELCAE "Yellorwr 4" amd "Yellow 5'.a
vair aff B 108 CG-6s ol DG 1T,
prechicing an Ablirmstart at

Medenbureg i the surmimaer of 19493

For soume time in 194935, B 109 GO
caming off the assembly line had
ariped rather than the more sl
modtled camouilage on their fuselape
sdes, a5 seen on Yellow 5 in the
TIFCE nd, which afso has g dark
green apinner and a vellow rudder,
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Schweinfurt

O n 17 August 1943, the anniversary of its first heavy raid on Northern Europe, VIIl BC launched its
notorious and well-documented attacks against the ball-bearing industry located around
Schweinfurt and the Messerschmitt factory at Regensburg. At 06.45, the first B17s took off from
England for a mission which, in terms of size, surpassed anything that had gone bafore. The attack
was carried out by two large formations. The first, comprising 146 B-17s from seven Bomb Groups
belonging to the 4th Bomb Wing, would attack the Messerschmitt works at Regensburg-Prifening and
continue across southern Europe to land at bases in North Africa. The second formation, consisting of
230 aircraft from nine Bomb Groups of the 1st Bomb Wing, had as its objective the ball bearing works
at Schweinfurt. However, the unsettled weather over south-east England delayed takeoff, and just
when it was thought that the missions would have to be cancelled, the order was given to proceed.
Precious time had been lost and the raids had lost their synchronisation. It took more than an hour for
the first wave of bombers to join up and assemble into combat formation. The fighter escort joined
them over the MNorth Sea at cruising speed to maximize fuel economy. Shortly after 09.30, the
complete formation crossed the Dutch coast south of the Scheldt estuary,

At the same time, the order for take-off reached 111./JG 1. The unit's 32 serviceable Bf 109 G-6s
left Leeuwarden led by Hptm. Robert Olejnik and headed for Deelen airfield where they were to await
further orders.

At 10.48, Oberst Walter Grabmann, the Jafii Holland-Ruhrgebiet, ordered the Fw 190s of |./JG 26
under Hptm. Karl Borris into the air from Woensdrecht, followed shortly by the Bf 109s of Hptm. Klaus
Mietusch's lll, Gruppe from Schiphol. JG 26 established contact with the Allied armada over Antwerp.
From this moment on, German fighters harried the bombers along their entire route over Europe. From
its position up-sun and slightly above the loosely dispersed American formation, |./JG 26 carried out a
classic head-on attack and inflicted fatal damage on several B-17s.

A co-pilot aboard a B-17 heading for Regensburg recorded: "At 10.17 hours, near Woensdrecht, |
saw the first fiak blossom out in our vicinity, fight and inaccurate. A few minutes Jater, two Fw 190s
appeared at one o'clock level and whizzed through the formation ahead of us in 3 frontal attack, nicking
two B-17s in the wings and breaking away beneath us in halfrolls. Smoke immediately trailed from both
B-17s, but they held their stations, As the fighters passed us at a high rate of closure, the guns of our
group went into action. The pungent smell of burnt powder filled our cockpit and the B-17 trembled to
the recoil of nose and ball-turret guns. | saw pieces fly off the wing of one of the fighters before they
passed from view. Here was early action. The members of the crew sensed trouble. There was
something desperale about the way those two fighters came in fast right out of their ¢limb without any
prefiminaries...

I watched two fighters explode not far beneath, disappearing in sheets of orange flame, B-17s
dropping out in varfous states of distress, from engines on fire to control surfaces shot away, friendly
and enemy parachutes floating down... The sight was fantastic; it surpassed fiction...”

Seven confirmed bombers went down to the guns of IIl./JG 26 including two credited to Klaus
Mietusch, the Gruppenkommandeur, and two to Ofw. Heinz Kemethmiller, Hptm. Hermann Staiger,
Staffelkamtan of 12, /1G 26, claimed his sixth heavy bomber shot down within a maonth.

H./1G 1 took-0ff again and intercepted just as the escorting fighters, at the limit of
their range. tumed back over the Belgian-German border. Hptm. Olejnik recalled the
subsequent engagement. “At a height of 7,500 m, about 50 to 60 kilometres away, |
sighted three formations of bombers, | changed course towards them. At this time we
were over the Aachen region. The enemy was flying on a south-easterly course, After a
chase of 35 minutes, | made contact over Saarbriicken. By this time my Gruppe had
already been in wviolent combat for a quarter of an hour, the sound of which had
reverberated in my earphones.

LEFT: Riterkrewztriger Hptm. Klius Mictusch, Gruppenkommandeur of LG 26 claimed two B-17s
shot down during the American mission to Schweinfurt on 17 August 1943, Mictusch was one of the
old hares’ of JG 26, having been with the Geschwader since 1938, He had seen service over the
Channel Front, North Africa and Russia, where alter many eardier frustrations his victory tally began to
accumulate, Credited with 75 victories in tofal, including ten fourengined kills scored in more than
450 missions, Mictusch had been shot down on ten occasions but finally lost his life when his

BE 109 G-t was attacked by a P51 of the US 361st FG over the Dutch-German border on 17
September 1944, He was awarded the Eichenliub to his Ritterkreuz posthumously,
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“I gained height to weigh up the position. They were
Fortresses, with their very impressive defensive armament.
These aircraft were betler left alone! Nevertheless, | altacked
a bomber to the left of the formation from behind and slightly
below. After my third attack, black smoke escaped from its night
engine. Little by little, the enemy aircraft became detached
from its group, but managed te correct (tself 100 m behind,
losing 80 m of height In the pracess — a very uncomfortable
pasition for it; it could no longer count on the protection of its
colleagues. It released its bombs, which was the prudent thing
to do.

* During my fourth attack, the aircraft went out of control.
Engulfed in flames, {t made three large turns to the leff. Seven
crewmen baled out. At 4,000 m, the turns became tighter. The
right wing broke off, followed by the left wing. The fuselage
continued to dive and kit the ground In a wood near Darmstadt. Three men were probably still in the
aircraft. It was high time for me to fand. Towards 13.45 hours, | landed at Mannheim-Sandhofen, where
my aircraft could be refuelled and rearmed. | found several of my pilots there, who haao also chosen
the base as a landing place. We were soon ready for further combat. In spite of that, we were ordered
to take off late and we were not able to attack the Amis on their return flight. We had four wounded,
but claimed 12 victories ..."

Other units. including elements of JG 2 and I1./JG 27 from the south, took up the pursuit and
attacked as far as Regensburg, and by the time the bombers reached the target at Profening, seven of
them had gone down. Paradoxically, over the target itself, only a loose formation of some 10-12 Bf 109s
attempted 1o attack the bombers, These aircraft were from the industrieschutzstaffel Regensburg. a
factory protection unit formed from test pilots emploved at the Messerschmitt works and commanded
by Obit. Ladegast, a fighter pilot who was recovering
from wounds suffered on the Channel Front, Their lunch
interrupted by the order to scramble, the pilots of the
155 Regensburg took off and launched a weak attack
against the bombers. Cne of the pilots, Heinz Stemmiler,
who would score the only success over Regensburg
when he fatally damaged a B-17 of the 390th BG,
recalled that most of his wunit dived away from the
bombers without firing. He later commented: */ think the
idea of our fittle unit was a good one and the pilots were
keen, but the difference between test-fiying new fighters
and operational fying was just too great for us to be
effective.”

At Wiesbaden-Erenheim a combined force of some
50 Bf 109s and Fw 190s drawn from JG 50 and aircraft
flown by instructors from the fighter training units JG 104 and JG 106 took off to intercept the vanguard of
the American formation over western Germany. JG 50 was commanded by Major Hermann Graf, the
ecclaimed fighter ace from the Eastern Front and holder of the Diamonds to the Ritterkreuz. This small unit
had criginally been formed at Erbenheim in June 1943 to operate in the high-altitude Interceptar role
equipped with just eight Bf 109 G6&s. It had been intended to eguip the unit with G-5s fitted with a
pressurised cockoit and GW-1 nitrous oxide equipment to boost performance and enable the aircraft to deal
with the threat posed by the British Mosguito, a fast reconnaissance and fighter bomber aireraft, but delivery
was delayed until mid-July when the unit had 12 on strength, Meanwhile, the American four-engined bombers
had presented a greater threat than the Mosguitoes, and the "Mosguito-chasers' were committed against
these aircraft instead, Graf claiming his first 8-17 at the end of the month

Continued on page 35

1. Despite Qlejnik’s statement, In fact, Il /)G 1 is officialy credited with only two victories for 17 August 1943,
one of which was his. The quastion of overclainns — both Allked and Axis — is a recurring factor when studying
the air war. In past-war correspondence, Dlejnik emphasised haw, folicwing the chacs of a large air battle, it
was difficult to ascertain which pilot should be officially credited with any given claim.

BELCW: A B-17
from the 4th
Bombardment
Wing puls away
(o its bomby min
over the
Messerschmin
prlant
Regensburg on

17 Avgust 19493 as
smoke drills into
the sky fromm the
burning target. Th
LS Eighth Air Force
liasy &0k B-1 75 with a
furtheer 1O
damaped on the
sclrweiniurt)
Regensburg

MEssaan
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RIGHT: A sceme a
Fowcke-Wull's
Bremen works
during the: sumimer
of 1941 showinng
presproduction

Fav 1490 Atk on the
assembly Hne with
interesingly, the
green spanner of
the machine in ths
foreground already
lineshed with a
one-thind white
scgment. By 1043,
this vital factory
had becosme a
prime target for the
hoambecis o tie LIS
Eighth Air Force

The Focke-Wulf
Industrieschutz Units

I n respomnse 1o the American daylighn sads, and with the agreement of the OKL, the Bremen-based aircraf
company, Focke-Wull Flugzeugbau GmbH, took the decision to form factory defence units or
Indnsirieschuizstagfein’ - for a number of its key aircraft plants including those at the main production
centre at Bremen, the Langenhapgen test centre, Soru in Silesia which produced pares, Wenzendort and
Marienburg in Prussia, These small, semi-autonomous units mainly comprised civilian test-pilots and some
Lrgftevafie personnel seconded to the Focke-Wulf facrories to act as test and acceptance pilots. In maost
cases. the civilian pilots were assigned nominal Laffeaffe rank during the lifetime of these units which
assumed the role of the immediate acrial defence of their factories, though guided and directed by the

appropriate regional Legffaeaffe command.

One of the first such units was the Midustrieschulzstaffel der Focke- Wiy
Combalf, Bremen, formed on 4 April 1940 under the command of Focke Wull's
well-known aircealit designer and technical director, B -firg, Kurt Tank, who
ar the tme was working on the development of what would become one of
the most famous dircrll of the Second World War, the Focke-Wualf Fw 190, His
Serffied comprised the following Focke-Wulf company pilots:

L. Kurt Mehlhorn
Filg Wolfgang Stein

Fig. Ludwig Vopel

Crefr, Hermann Schilegel

Flg. Johann (Hans) Sander
Fig. Ewald Rohlfs
Flg. August Linde

In the first phase of its existence, the Saffel was to prodect the Bremen factory from
RAF bombers which, a few months earlier, had mounted areacks against shipping oft
Heligoland and Wilhclmshaven. Later in a peood il inactivity between mid-October
1942 andd mic-January 1943, the unit was renamed Bogdfastriesobusrm Frocke- Wl
Hremen and formed intg two Botles with pilots interchanging berween the two,
Apart from 16 training flights by 1. Roffe and 135 by 2. Rotte, the unit was onrdered
o Sitzbereiischafl, or cockpit readiness, on 13 occaslons. and although 24
operaticns were fown, o contact was made with the enemy.

BELUN In
ddchitien 1o lis role
s desigener and
techmical director a
Fowcke-Wulf, Dipi -
Ing. Kurt Tank xlso
served as
Stattelubrer of the
Indlestricschwarnm
Focke-Wull Bremen,
which protected
the: Esctory firom
Alliexd artacks. Here
Fanth Crighit’s is seen
i Comversation
with Major Guanther
Specht
Raomtmedore of

I 11, i the
auranm of 1944
wihen specht few
Lo wisit the Bremen
factory in his

Bf 1080 G100, ehe
ruchder of which is
shown here,
compleie with
VICTOrY s,
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The complement of pilots and their individual activities at this tme were as follows:

Operations Traiming Al
flowwn Flights rezciness

CHalt, Kurt Tank O Staffelfiibrer) 0 I+
Flregleapt, Wollgang Stein 5 bl
Lz Werner Bartsch ) 1 2
Finfifeger Hellmuth Bischof 5 i T
Cfte. Konrad Carl " 5 0
. Heinz Finke 3 i
Einflieger Erich Fribe i B 1
Ofe. Heing Kahl [ 1 2
Einflicger Ofte. Hans Kampmeier 2 1
Fu. Botho Kleeberg 2 1 2
Ofte. Bernhard Mirschel 1
Einfifeger Kurt Mehlhorn 1 1
Fluglapt. Johann sander 2

45 51

bt
W

Tank made sure that there was a high degree of organisation within the Staffed  ABOVE Flugkapitin Dipl-Ing. Johann (Hans)
and a list covering the second half of January 1943 reveals that the pilots were  Sander climbs aut of the cockpit of an Fw 1904 a

assigned 1o their Rotte well in advance so as not o disrupt factory shifts ang 163t pilot and head of Focke WulP's flight s
i : F department for the Fw 19, Sander had test fown
working practices.

the Faw 1900V-1 on its first Might and was involved
In 19435, along with regular Luftrgffe fighter units based in the area, the 155 with the entire subsespuent development of the

Bremen came under the control of the 2, fagddivision at Stade, Some of its airerafi as well as many of Focke-Wull's other

Fw 190s were fitted with WGr 21 mortar tubes, but whether these were ever  design projects. Regarded as an extremely
competent wese pilo, he renuined with the

used 15 not clear, ; : Sy
X . - L ) i compary wntil the end of the war and was listed on
Also established in late 1942 was the Industrieschwarm Focke-Walf strength of the Industrieschwarm Focke-Wulf

Lesngenbegen near Hammover, and Fw 1905 Known to have been assigned to this Bremen in 1942-43,
it were;

W.NE 0725 (Black 2)
WNE 2335 (Black @)
WNe 5631 (Black 3)
W.Ne TH1 (Black 5)
W.INE 779 (Black 4)
W.Nr 724 (Black 8)

A number of personnel from the 15% Bremen, including Ofie. Heine Finke, Ofie. Hans Kampmeier,
e, Bernhard Miarschel, and 0z Kurt Mehlhorn joined the Langenhagen unit in carly 1943,

On 18 April 1943, a force of 107 B-17s - the largest so far dispatched by VI BC - attacked the Focke-
Wull factory in Bremen, The bombers ran into the fiercest opposition vet encountercd, with co-ondinated
attacks carried out by waves of fighters from JG 1 JG 11 and clements of 2.6 27 and LG 54.A0 1245
hours, one Rotte of the Industricsclnvarm Fooke-Walf Langenbagen, comprising Ofie, Heing Finke flying
Fay 190 Black 1" with O, Hans Kampmeier in Fw 190 Black 37, was scrambled and made for Bremen. Just
over 15 minutes Lter, at G000 m over Verden, the two pilots observed the enemy formation flyving on an
easterly course over Bremen. The Rofte climbed to 9000 m and adopted a northerly course from
Weserminde to Sperre and o Leer At 13,15 hrs, the Focke-Wulfs mude contact with the enemy and
attacked. Finke made a frontal pass on 3 B-17 and banked away, but returned to make two further attacks
along with some BE 109, probably from 1LAG 1L and BE 110 night fighters of either NJG 1 or NIG 3 which
had also artived. Some members of the B-17"s crew baled out and the aircrail went down. Finke then made
twio further sttacks over the Norden-Westerede-Wittmundhafen area on two stiageling bombers which had
been attacked earlier by the BF 109 Results were not observed. Low on fuel, Finke landed ag Jever ar 1552,

Finke's Roftenkeamerad, Ofer. Kampmeier, made his first attack and reported excellent strikes on one of the
bombers. On his third pass. he attacked a machine turning away from the trget and saw strikes on the fuselape
and wings and the rudder was seen to be pmmed. Also short of fuel, Kampmeier made it back to Langenhagen.

The second 155 Refte, comprising Uiz, Kurt Mehlhorn and Ofie, Bernhard Mirschel was scrambled at
1245 hrs, although Mirschels aircralt, Black 47, inigally failed to start and as he was e aking off, he failed
iy muake contact with the enemy and returned (o Langenhagen, Meanwhile, Marschel's fellow test-pilot, Kurt
Mehlhorn reported: F fooke off in the reseree alrevaft (Black 50 ar 1295 brs fillowing the Algrmestart, I
ordler fo make contfact with the other Rotte, T was ordered io Iy fn the divection of Oldenbuorg. In the bope
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RIGHT: A group of
Focke Wulf
personnel aking a
Beeak fromm work at
tha Company
factory in Brenwn
Chin the far right is
Flugkapitin Werner
Bartsch with, next
to him, Flugkaglan
Hernhard Marschel
hoth of swhom flew

with the Tndlustric-
schmvarm Focke
Wulf Bremen in
1942-43,

RIGHT: Flugkapivin Bernhard Mirschel after having just completed another pest
fHeht for Focke-Wall, Marschel transferred from the Industrieschwaorm Focke -NWall
Bremen o the Industrieschwarm Focke-Wull Langenhagen in 1943 and took part in a

mumber of Tevory defence fights that year

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-4, W.Nr. 2335, '‘Black &' of the Industrieschwarm Focke-Wulf Langenhagen,
early 1943

This aircraft was finished in a 74/75/76 scheme, with a standard segmented pattern on the uppersurfaces of the
wings, tail and upper fuselage. The mottles on the fuselage sides, however, were larger and darker than wsual and, in
addition to being regularly applied, extended further down the fuselage sides. With the spinner in plain green 70 and
the black numeral on the fuselage side lacking any of the contrasting edging favoured by the frontline fighter units,
the only area of colour on this machine is the yvellow panel under the nose.

RIGHT A line-up of three
Fav 190 A-4s of the
Industrieschwarm Focke-
Wulfl ar Langenhagen in
1945, with the tail of a
fourthy machine just visibie
on the right. Nole the
I'I.|1.|:|.I|.u' ciwle pmmbers ack
vy contrasting cuging and
thatt while "Black 17 and
‘Black 2' have Eairly basic
e 10y fimshes i 74. 7%
and 76, "Black 6 Tas heavy
mottling on the fusclage
sicles. fin and rudder.
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of meikiing cona, [ ook a direct comrse fo Ofdenbrerg, 1o the west of Verden af 6,500 metves, Flak could
be seen froam the divection of Bremen, Being nnabfe to find the Rofte, I vecefved e wearnnig: Meany
Inedieener’ " e divection Ofdenberg!” Before veacking (ideniuirg, | sawe enemy formations Sying bead-on,
I greiclely reached the biphest forveation and mecde a frondel attack o the viebt of the Prlle © and opened

ire, [ obsersed Bils and s mmetad foets foll aooan: O Brealeing aaeny fo e e, 1 enpaped anotber Pk
. i : i) 14 ry 4 Ll

ol aereined T 000 metres. | aimed for the onlerntost machine o e left of the foemation, T observed Dis
agerirn, On anty secontd afiprodach, this afvcraft stipped back to the rear of the Palk and T made another aliack

o abore feft. Hits weve obsevved width Deerndng pleces falifng auvay Sy tbe pext atfack, e anacbine Dad

ot Befpht and was beginning o drail bebind the P, Uposs iy venewed aitack, the Boefng tried fo fake
etsioe gotion, et [ omanaged o atfaok agaim froeg the frond and above aidd scoved biits Defween e
infrocired engine and fuselage. More frieces were seen to fall off Close to the rear of the aivoraft, T sau' a
Perachite fall areay The aivcraft began to fose controd and Degan fo go doen o spival, Togetber with
anather Fue £ we observed the afrovaflt beading totwards the grosend, Frome arotend 1 OO0 g LS00 nretres
over Crrng, eefidle snpolse cntd more pieces e off fedo the al; some fafling pear the oiffage. . 1o the o,
wonf foar e e cresh, T ool sev e comal aoned conld srake ond an einfTeld bich T decided o aim for due
o devcke of foed, The otber Fre 190 e arownd the aivfield bowevers; and [ observed a0 would nod e
Possifle to fand az there were many obstacles (concrele lacks, Saber fogs ladd i tefangndar shapes on
e vunieay ) fn any case, e ainffold did not bave a peoper Lading steip, The otber Fue 19080 bad Towered
its feneling gear, bt after seeing the comditicor of the runway, it vegained beight and flew aieay i g nortl-
easterly direction. After a short fTight, T acanaged to daed af fever o340 Drs ) After landing af fever: o s
praffced thar there was a edler bofe dn oy propeifer and Bwough the fuselage from the frond fo the rear:
After changing the progeller, §left fever for Langenbagen, fanding theve al 18,47 brs.”

Im toeal, the American losses that day were 16 B 175 with a further 39 retwrming damaged.

I its existence the Langenhagen unit climed ten B0 7s shot down, of which Mehlhorn was credited
with an impressivie five, three of which were clamed during another American raid on Bremen on
B October 1943, a raid from which he would not return. Kurt Mehlhom had been borm on 1.2 June 1912
in lena the son of a machinist. He had studicd at the fechriscbes Hochsohale in Darmstadn and, whale 2
student, had learned to fy gliders. Following pilot training, he was attached as a test-pilot to the fuftwaffes
Erprodnengsstelfen. He test flew the Fw 187, Fw 189 and Fw 200 as well as many other types. Before iis
,the fudustrieschnvearm Focke-Wiall Langenbeagen would suffer the loss of another pilot in

disbandme:
aerial operations and another heavily wounded.

O 15 October 1942, the fndusirieschwarm Focke-Wedl Soran was formed with five pilogs (o protect
the plant which produced components for the Fw 1990 and Fw 200 and which was involved in the
development of the Ta 152 At some stage after January 1943, in a change of personnel, Fluglapr. Wolfgang
Stein moved to the Sorau plant from Bremen to head the defence unit and was joined by Konrad Casl and
Erich Fribe, The unit operated under the contral of the 1 fagddivision, but by the end of March 1944
maost of the Focke-Wualf Bictory defence units seem to have been disbanded

Focke-Wulf was not the only company to form frdustriescbalzstaffedn; Messerschmint had Br 109
equipped units at s Regensburg and Augsburg plants, and Ficscler had its Medustrie Sclwearne Fieseier
Kassel. Gerhand Gleuwitz, a pilot of this latter unit, is known to have shot down a B-17 on 28 July 1943
when 58 Fortresses of the USAAF 1st Bomb Wing bombed the Kassel works,

Im early January 19495, Goring announced plans o establish two fedustviesedbstschutzsolnedrme at
Leipheim and Schwibisch Hall, each equipped with four Me 2625, six pilots and 50 technical personnel.
o protect the Messerschmin factories building the advanced jet fighter. But this came to nothing and in
February, orders were issued o abandon any further work on their formation

1. Indianer; literally Indians, slang for USAAF fourengined bombers
2. 'Pulk: slang for USAAF heavy bomber formation

LEFT: A Fieseler-
bdlt BE 105 Eoaof
the factory delence
fMight, probably in
1940 or 1941 A red
tactical letter 'R
has been applied 1o
thee engine cowling
i addition to the
Weorkschurzstafiel
Padize
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ABOVE: A row of newly-buele BE 109 G-5s of 1./10 50 a0 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim
in the autoumn of 1943
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The 17 August saw JG 50 claim 11 bombers shot down, but in the process it lost Uffz. Dietrich
Barth who was killed by defensive fire from the 1st Bomb Division, and Fw. Horst Bilfinger who was
bounced by P-47s.

However, the B-17s' ordeal was not over and, as they turned south, heading for landing grounds in North
Africa, they had to brave German fighter units based in southern Europe. More fighters from I /)G 51 and
1./1G 27 arrived and entered the fray from bases in Austria. Exhausted, after a flight of 11 hours, the
surviving bombers crews finally touched down at Bone, Telerma and Berteaux, They had left 24 of their crews
in Europe. Nevertheless 126 bombers had unioaded their deadly cargos on the factories.

At 11.20, the 230 fourengined bembers of the second wave had taken off. They would also suffer
heavy losses, The Lufiwaffe struck with more than 300 fighters including aircraft from JG 1, JG 3, JG 26,
JG 11, N./)G 54 and II./JG 27. One hour after the bombers took-0ff, elements of L., Il. and lll./JG 1 and
JG 11 intercepted a group of 100 B-17s. The massacre began: 11 B-17s were claimed by G 1 and 12
more by IG 11, some aircraft of which fired WGr. 21 mortars into the bomber formations. II./JG 11's
Hommodere, Hptm. Glnther Specht accounted for two of the four B-17s credited to his Gruppe.

By the time the target had been reached, 21 bombers had been shot down and a further three fell
as the formation turned for home. Even as the Americans crossed the English Channel where they
would enjoy some degree of protection from welcoming Allied escort fighters, aircraft of JG 2
maintained the pressure, pursuing many bombers out to sea where two more were lost.

In total, 60 B-17s were shot down and 168 damaged. The also Allies lost three P-47s and three
Spitfires. But even the destruction inflicted upon the factories did not compensate for the loss of more
than 600 Allied airmen, especially so when the truth was that German production was interrupted for
only a few weeks, This time, the German fighter force was able to celebrate a cautious victory despite
the fact that the losses for all participating Geschwader amounted to 17 pilots killed, 14 wounded and
42 gircraft lost. The losses incurrad on 17 August included that of Major Wilhelm-Ferdinand “Wutz"
Galland, Adolf Galland's brother and Kommandeur of I1./JG 26, a most respected formation leader who
had 55 victories 1o his credit, including eight fourengined bombers.

The Lufiwaffe was not just affected by pilot
losses. Hitler's reaction to Schweinfurt was to
scold Goring for allowing such damage to be
inflicted against two targets deep inside Germany.
For his part, Goring blamed the lack of a
centralised fighter control system and, as he
perceived them, his skulking fighter pilots. The
day after Schweinfurt, the Luftwarfe Chief of
Staff, General der Flieger Hans Jeschonnek shot
himself, A somewhat shy and sensitive man,
Jeschonnek had long carried the burden of blame
for the [Lufltwaffe’'s apparent lack of
accomplishment and capability, particularly since
the failure of the Stalingrad airlift. Ethically
refuctant to resign, and honourbound not to
advise the Fihrer of what he considered to be Garing's shortcomings, his bouts of depression had
deepened when Hitler refused his request for a peosting to command an Air Fleet. The raid on
Schweinfurt, and a British raid on Peeneminde that evening, had been the final straw, There was only
one way out. Later, a piece of paper was found by Jeschonnek's body, on which the former Chief of
Staff had written: *f can no longer work with the Reichsmarschall. Long five the Fihrer!’

The disturbing fact was that by the early autumn of 1943, Goring had begun to isolate himself
from the reality of Germany’'s and. in particular, the Lufiwalfe’'s worsening predicament. Throughout
that year he became increasingly dependent on drugs and more absorbed in expanding his collection
of art treasures and jewellery. Cracks and strains in the relationship between the Reichsmarschall
and his fighter commanders had begun to appear as early as the spring of 1943, and as the
Jagdwaffe began to suffer unacceptable levels of attrition during the second half of the year, Goring
could only assume that the lack of any decisive victory over the Americans, a nation which, in any
case, he considered capable only of manufacturing “fancy cars and refrigerators’, was down to nothing
but cowardice on the part of his fighter pilots. After all, had he not heard Galland himself talk of
Jégerschreck, or Fighter Fear?

BELOW, Hprm,
Wilhelm-Ferdinamd
“Wure' Cralland
tright}, the highly-
respecied
Kommandeur of
1./JCs 2,
photographed in
May 1943 Galland,
promoted to the
rank of Mapor, was
shot down and
killedd by P75 of
the 56th FG on

17 August 19435 as
he led a formation
of Fw 190 against
B 175 returning
from the rid on
Schweinfurt, One
of twir brothers to
Adoll Galland,
Willelm-Ferdinand
had been awsrded
the Rinerkreuz in
May 1943 upon the
occasion of his
11st wictory. He
wonld go on o
claim anober 14
before his death
and accounted for
eight fourengined
bhombers
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At a production conference on 25 August 1943, one week after the Schweinfurt raid, the
Generalluftzeugmeister, Generalfeldmarschall Erhard Milch, infarmed subdued aircraft industry chiefs: “/n
the daylight raids on Regensburg and Schweinfurt, our reports give 101 enemy alreralt brought down. We
can show proaf of these 101, As a maxtmunm of some 400 machines were engaged on these operations,
this is, in fact, a loss of 25 per cent. This is the first time since the bombing offensive began that enemy
losses have been so high, Our iosses are between 60 and 70 aircraft, 27 of them total losses. It is ciear
from this that the struggle will not be without cost, and that in order to be strang again quickly, we must
first make a considerabie outlay... | would further add that after the Regensburg raid, some 120 or more
enemy bombers flew to Africa, and in the courss of their flight many were probably damaged and forced
down. But the enemy, who usually publishes his losses quite openly, was on this particular occasion,
extramaly redicent, This is proof that the blow went home. So is also the fact that these daylight raids
were not continued on the following days. Yesterday, the bombers flew back to Britain, dropping their
bombs on Bordeaux, where the weak defences cost them only one aircraft.

*Enemy bomber losses in May and June amounted to about 4.4 per cent of the total raiding force.
In duly there was a slight increase, the figure being 6.4 per cent, It is clear these losses are not enough
fo deter an enemy as resolute as ours. You know that the defence of our homeland is now in the
forefrant of our strategy. A large number of single-engined and twin-engined fighter Gruppen has been
brought back to Germany. In my opinion, this is absurdly late in the day. but at least it has been done.
Retchsmarschail Goring too, is now bringing pressure to bear in this matter... And as a resull of the
raid on five of our two largest repair centres, we shall be at least 150 fighters down on last month,
even with no further raids being made. We are therefore about 220 fighters short of our actual
programme. This is very serious.”

Order of Battle, Oberbefehishaber Mitte, 31 August 1943

Stab/JG 1

I.Gruppe/IG 1

. Gruppe/JG 1
1. Gruppe/JG 1
|.Gruppe/1G 3

1. Gruppe/JG 3
. Gruppe/ G 3
|.Gruppe/1G 5
Stab/JG 11

. Gruppe/1G 11
. Gruppe/JG 11
. Gruppe/ G 11
10.5taffel/1G 11
Jasta. Helgoland
Stab/JG 26
|.Gruppe/1G 26
. Gruppe/ )G 26
I.Gruppe/1G 27
. Gruppe/JG 51
. Gruppe/1G 54
JGr 25

1Gr 50

Stab/s1G 300
|.Gruppe/lG 300
II.Gruppe,/1G 300
. Gruppe,/ G 300
Stab/1. tagd D,

Fw 180 2 1) Stab/MNIG L Bf 110
Bi 109 2 (1) l.Gruppe,/MNIG 1 Bf 110
Fw 180 27 (26} Fw 190
Fw 180 24 (16) Do 215
Bf 109 37 (28) He 219
Bf 109 27 (15) Il.Grugpe,/MJG 1 Bf 110
Bf 109 18 (14) Do 217
Bf 109 26 (22) Fw 190
Bf 109 28 (19) . Gruppe,/MNIG 1 Bf 110
Fw 190 4 (3) IV, Gruppe/MNIG 1 Bf 110
Fw 190 38 (24) Ju 88

Bf 109 43 (34) Stab/ 2. Jagd Div. Fw 190
Bf 109 41 (30) Stab/NIG 3 Bf 110
Bf 109 9 (4 l.Gruppe,/NIG 3 Bf 110
Bf109 T 9 (9 Ju 88

Fw 190 B (3 Do 217
Fw 190 23 [18y l.Gruppe,/NIG 3 Bf 110
Fw 190 38 (26) Ju B8

Bf 109 39 (35) Do 217
Bf 109 33 (29) . Gruppe/NJG 3 Bf 110
Bf 109 28 (22) V. Gruppe,/NJG 3 Ju 88

Bf 109 Jagagruppe Nord 2B (18) Stab/NIG 4 Bf 110
Bf 109 Jagdgruppe Sud 25 (16) L.Gruppe,/MNIG 4 Bf 110
Fw 190 4. (3) Do 217
Bf 109 22 (20} Il.Gruppa,/MIG 4 Bf 110
Fw 190 4 {2) Do 217
Bf 109 1 (1) . Gruppe,/MNJG 4 Bf 110
Br 109 1 1) Do 217
Bf 110 1 (1) Stab/MNIG 5 Bf 110
Ju 88 I L.Gruppe/MNIG 5 Bf 110
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l.Gruppe/MNIG & Bf 110 21 (16) Wi Ergh/HG 27 He 111 33 (9
.Gruppe/MIG B Bf 110 23 15 V. Erg)/KG 30 Ju 88 40 (4)
[ Gruppe/NIG & Bf 110 19 (12 Erg. Staffel/KG 50 He 177 6 (6)
Gruppe/£G 1 Bf 110 3@ (33 VL Erg) /KRG 54 Jugs 32 (26)
II.Gruppe/ZG 1 Me 210 1 (1) V. Erg) /KG 55 He 111 3o (17)
M 410 30 (17 IWAErg) /ARG 7T Ju 88 21 (15)
Stab/ TG 26 Bf 110 2 1 V. Erg) /KRG 100 Do 217 19 (N
. Gruppe/ZG 26 Bf 110 39 (28 He 111 21 (11)
Ju 88 2 2 . Gruppe,/TG 1 Ju 52/3m 20 (1T
Il.Gruppe/LG 1 Ju 88 26 i14) | I.Gruppe/TG 1 Ju 52/3m 45 (45)
WiEgl/LG 1 Ju 88 40 (109 . Gruppe,/ TG 4 Ju 52/3m 48 (39)
MIEgKG 3 Ju 88 30 (16) Gend.lw.b.Oh.d M. Tr.Sta. Ju 52/3m - FI )
Do 217 i
WAErg/HG 26 Ju 88 25 16)
He 111 18 4

Schweinfurt had provided the Luftwaffe with valuable lessons in future tactical deployrment and on
3 September, Galland issued revised directives to every fighter Staffel engaged in the defence of the
Reich. Paramount in these new directives was the order for units to engage continuously only one
enemy wave of attack with ‘the mass of all fighter units’, and if possible to direct such an attack
against the bormnber wave which appeared to be penetrating the deepest. Galland emphasised the need
for early cooperation between neighbouring and rear Jagaddivisionen. Twin-engined Bf 110 and Ju 88
battle observation aircraft, known as Fihlungshalter, or shadowing aircraft, 1o montor enemy
formations end provide running commentaries on their strength, location, altitude and control,

‘Upan landing on strange airfields,’ Galland wrote, ‘the senior officer fighter pilot must immediately
combine all fighter pilots present into one fighter formation, regardless of what units they belong to,
and then attend to the guickest serviceability of the aircraft. Orders should be received fram the area
Jagdfihrer wha is to be kept informed as to unit strengths. If communication with the Jagdfihrer is not
possible, the formation leader showld act on his own authority. After take-off he will use as a call sign
the name of the airfield. The formation can only be dissolved on arder of the Jagdfiinrer, whereupon
released pifots can then be turned over to their regular units.”

It was at this point that Galland, acting on a request from CKL, also signalled a fundamental
change in the tactical doctrine established the previous yesr. With immediate effect, all attacks
maunted against heavy bombers were ta be made from the rear, rather than by frontal passes, chiefly
because it was felt that a large percertage of the young, inexperienced pilots now serving in
Jagdgeschwader operating in the Defence of the Reich and over the West, encountered considerable
difficulty in undertaking the latter type of attack. The high combined closing speed of the frontal pass
demanded great skill in gunnery, range estimation and flying control. The slightest evasive action on
the part of the bombers made this type of attack even more difficult. In contrast, evasive action taken
by bombers against attacks from the rear, was thought ineffective.

Galland continued: 'Every fighter Gruppe and Staffel is to engage one and the same bomber
formation. If the formation jettisons its bombs or is completely broken up, t Is to be left alone and the
next farmation flying within visible range is to be attacked.

‘All unit leaders from SchwarmfUhrer up, are to be identified in the air by white rudders. Single
fighters and separated Rotten are to form up on these aircrafl immediately, regardiess of which
formation they belong fo. The leader of the Schwarm or larger unit thus formed must attack the bomber
formation again without deiay.

‘The purpase of the first attack is to break up the enemy formation... The attack is to be execuled
in such a way that fighters go In close together in Schwérme with little interval between Schwarme,
one after the other, against the same formation. The exit. the direction of which is to be ordered before
the attack, must aliow for the quick reassembly of the entire fighter formation. Repeat attacks should
be made using as many fighters as possible.

‘The head-on attack fs, from now on, to be the exception and is to be flown in only exceptionally
favourable circumstances and by formaticns especially successful in ft. As the standard method of
attack, the attack fram the rear with a small angle of approach is now ordered.
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BELOW: Hptm.
Walther [xihl,
Kommandeur of
I/ 5 om the
wing of his

B 108 -6 at Bad
Wirishofen in
September 14943
This particular
aircrift was 1
Kanonenboss”
fitted with

MG 151/20 cannon
in unclerwing
gondolas. The
double chevron (or
Doppelwinkel) is
outlined in white
ang the aircrut has
a dlistinctive,
diagonal mottle on
the fusclage sides
The emblem of
Jagdgeschwader 5
‘Lidet” is visible on
the cowling. Dahl's
Gruppe wold
EArn @ reputation
as being one of the
mosl elfective units
operating in the
Reichsverteidigung.

‘Closing to effective range /s to be supervised by all formation leaders; pilots who without
adequate reason do not close 1o the ordered minimum range are 1o be court-martialled for cowardice
in the face of the enemy.

‘From now on, only bombers in formation are to be attacked regardless of whather they are on the
way to the target or on the way out. Only when the entire bomber formation has been broken up or
when there is no further possibifity of getting to the formation, are separated or damaged bombers
fiying alone to be destroyed. Aircraft carryving 21 cm WGr, mortars are permitted after discharge of their
martars to destroy lone bombers separated from their formations. Industrieschutzschwarme and
Rotten. night fighters, as well as small operational elements from training units may attack lone
tombers separated from their formatfons as long as there is no possibility of them joining up into a
larger formation either on the ground or in the air.

‘Formation leaders and fighter pilots who disobey these orders are to be court martialled for
military disobedience with serious conseguences for the safety of the Reich.

‘Fire will be opened during frontal attacks at a maximum range of 730 metres, and in all other attacks
at 365 metres. The goal of every attack is one aircraft. Aiming at the centre of a bomber formation or
spraying the whale formation with bullets never results in success. Attacks from an angle of approach
greater than 30 degrees are ineffective. Combat will be continued even in the strongest Flak fire and in
Flak zones.'

Galland's switch from head-on to rearmounted attacks was timely. September 1943 saw the
appearance of the new B-17G fitted with a Bendix chin turret containing twin .50 machine guns and
which provided the Flying Fortress with the vital forward defensive armament it needed to counter
frontalhy-mounted attacks.

The Will BC returned to Germany on & September when, in its largest mission to date, 338 B-17s
were sent to bomb aircraft component factories in Stuttgart. Thick cloud hampered the operation from
the start and many Fortresses failed to bomb, 233 of them opting for targets of opportunity on their
return leg.

One of the German units to engage the bombers was Hptm. Walther Dahl's Il /JG 3 which was
scrambled from Meuburg an der Donau at 10.30 hrs and directed towards Mannheim with 25
Bf 109 G-6= at 8,000 m. As the Messerschmitts, some of them carrying 21 cm mortars, turned south

towards Stuttgart, the bombers were sighted and the fighters went in to
attack, Within 30 minutes the Gruppe had claimed four B-17s shot down and
[r eight Herausschusse, with Dahl himself claiming one of each category.
| Following the mission, the umnit recorded in its war diary: ‘This successful
; attack was made from abowve and behind at very high speed!”

As a result of disorganisation and separation, 45 B-17s were lost in
total, amounting to 16 per cent of the total force in one of the costliest
missions so far. More than 300 crew were posted missing.

On the 27th, 246 B-175 were dispatched to attack port facilities at
Emden. Their inward flight took them into a defensive zone covered by
seven German Jagdgruppen, the component elements of JG 1 and 1G 11
plus II./1G 3. The Fw 190s of . /)G 1 took off from Deelen at 10.30 hrs and
were the first fighters to engage the bombers which offered a ferocious
defence. Obit. Georg Schott, Staffelkapitan of 1. Staffel and a veteran of
the Spanish Civil War with 16 victories, was hit by defensive fire. His body
was found in a dinghy three weeks later, At 10.50 hrs, the Bf 109s of Hptm.
Gunther Specht's 1. /JG 11 were scrambled to intercept and assembled to
the south-west of the approaching bomber stream. At the same time, the
Fw 190s of II./JG 1 took off from Rheine. At around 11.00 hrs, II./JG 11,
approaching from Oldenburg, sighted the bombers. In its first attack, OB/t
Heinz Knoke's 5. Staffel fired 21 em mortars into the Pulk and two B-17s were seen to go down.
However, the Jagdfiieger were about to experience an unpleasant surprise. Equipped for the first time
with British-made 108 gallon drop tanks ghving three hours endurance, P-47 Thunderbolts from the US
4th, 56th, 78th and 353rd FGs were now able to escort the bombers all the way to Emden. The
American fighters surprised the Focke-Wulfs of II./JG 11 and a savage 15 minute air battle ensued
during which the Gruppe ‘s three Staffeln lost 15 aircraft. Despite this setback, seven B-17s were
claimed shot down with an eighth claimed as a Herausschuss, although the reality was that because
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LEFT. Onwe of the pakots
lost on 27 Seprember
wits Cibit, Georg Schodr,
(lefy Hl.lllrlh;l]uliln o
L6 1, whose aircraf

i I.":I.HI'Ii_'d into thie s
schodn wars credined
with 16 victores; three
wihilst with the Legien
Caomlor in Spain, nine
with L/LC 2 s fous
with JG 1, He is seen
here in the spring of
194% wath L1 |‘|I_L;1l'||l:"’
wiho assumed comameand
of 1./G 1 when schott
wis killed, The aircratt
n the eckgronmd is
ane of the Staffuls

Fwe 1400 A-is

LEOVE: When the original US-made 200 gallon
drop tank proved unsatisfactory due toleaks and
fuel feed probiems, a replacement was ondercd
bt was not available for three months, To bridge

the gap, a modificd version of a resinated paper
tank developed for the Hawker Hurricane wis
ordered and becams available in July 1943 bl
nob in guentities suffickent for large-scale
operations. The early introduction of drog tanks
allorwed P=i7s 1o fly to the Dutch/Genman birder
amd surprised the Jagdwafle, o when improved
steel tanks became avidlable, US fighters were
able 1o My decp wirthin the Reich, This
development represenied a major threat to the
Lufrwaffe and many senior officers within the
USAAF high command considered the drop tanks
10 be g weapon in themselves

of the escort’s presence, only three per cent of the bombers failed to return. There was some slight
encouragement for the defenders when Oblt Knoke claimed a P47,

On 4 October, 155 B-17s with strong P47 escort were assigned as their targets the industrial areas
of Frankfurt and Wiesbaden as well as the city of Frankfurt itself. Towards 11.00, Il./JG 1 imercepted and
attacked a group of about 100 B-17s at an altitude of 8,000 m over the Eifel /Wiesbaden area. The first
attack was from behind and at an angle and was mounted without success. Four Fw 190s were damaged
by the defensive fire, While the Gruppe was reorganising itself for a second pass, it was joined by several
pilats from |. Gruppe. During the attack four more Fw 190s were hit, but eight B-17s were shot down.

Obit. Rudolf Engleder, the Staffelkapitan of 1./1G 1 recalled: “A tough encounter unfolded st an altitude
af 900010000 m. Once again. the imposing American fighter escort engaged us in a cloudless sky. The
bombardment no doubt hit the Hanau industries hard, because those respansible for its defence and the
Gauleiter of Frankfurt visited Gorng and protested strongly about his fghters: ‘How IS T possible that

ABOVE: A P4TD
Thundertsolt of the
VS Bamd FS/THth FG
phatopraphed at
Inrxfosned in tha
mutumn of 1943
with a 108 |,_';|||r|=|
drop tank mounted
undeer thee fuselage
s aircsaft was
ustedlly Phowam by Lt
Harding: furmwah
whao transierred 10
the: Eighth AF froam
the RAF and is seen
here cronching

wnder thie w i weith
his: groummdcrew: Cin
37 september, PA4Ts
from fowir groups,
including the T8th,
escorted hombers o
Emchen and clashed
with the Fw 1°¥s of
6 11 which lost
15 mircrafit as a

resali

American bombers can fiy over the city in almost parade ground fashion? Ana further, German fighters were
seen at altitude, not attacking!” Garing went into ane of his mad rages in which he knew the answer to
everything, and he dispatched to all the fighter units responsibie, the following oraers:
1. There are no meteorological conditions which will prevent fighters from [aking off and
engaging (n combat.
2. Every fighter pilot who lands in a machine not showing any sign of combat, or without
having recorded & victory will be prosecuted by a court-martial,
3. In a case where a pilot uses up his ammunition, or if his weapons are unusable, he shouwld
ram the enemy bamber.”
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RIGHT Generalmajor Josel Beppe’ Schmid, the capable, cautious and underratsd commander
of |, Jagdkorps, the command which from late 1943 had overall responsibility for the fighter
defence of the Reich. Born i 1901, schmid trnsterred 10 the Luftwaffe from the Army in
Jamuary 1956, being appointed head of the RLM's 5. Abteilung of the Ceeneral Staff with the snk
of Major. History has maligned him for his apparent underestinstion of the sirength of the RAF
during the Battle of Britain yet he was not an ineelligence specialiss and the German High
Commend had a woefully poor knowbedige of British capability. Promoted oo Oberst, he was
posied o Tunisia in Movember 1942 where be commanded the Panzergrenadier Division
Hermann Coring” and was awarded the Ritterkrews for his service in whan was g tough
campaign. In September 1943, he took over XIL Flicgerkorps from Josel Kammhbuber which
subscquently became 1 Jagdkorps. In late Movember he became commander of
Luftwalfenkommundo West with responsibility for all Lufrwatfe tactical opesations on the
Western Fromt.

Goring also cemanded the reorganisation of his fighter command structure resulting in
the establishmeant of |. Jagdkorps under Generalmajor Josef Schmid and the purging of
some senior officers. The new Jagdkorps would be tasked with the co-ordination of the
fighter defence network across Germany (with the exception of the south) as well as
Holland, parts of Belgium and Denmark. As a result of these changes, the new structure

was as follows

Former Command (and Commander)
Xll. Fllegerkorps |Gen. der Fl. Josef Kammhuber)

MNew Command (and Commander)
I. Jagdkorps | Gen.Major Josef Schmid
HOQ: Zeist

after 15.9.1943)

Fighter Divisions (Jagddivisionen)

1. Jagddivision
(Zen.Lt. Karl-Bertram von Doring)
became 3. Jagddivision (Gen. Major Grabmann — after 12.11.1943)
HQ: Deelen (Doberitz after 15.10.1943)
Covering: North-west Germarny, Holland, parts of Belgium

2, Jagddivision
{Gen.Lt. Walter Schwabedissen)
remained as 2. Jagddivision [ Oberst Hentschel after 25.9.1943,
then Gen, Major Max el after 1.11.1943)
HQ: Stade
Covering: The Heligaland Bight, Hamburg, Bremen, Hannover,
Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark

3. Jagddivision
|Gen.Major Werner Junck)
became 4. Jagddivision (Gen.Major Werner Junck, then
Oberst Hentschel after 7.10.1943)
HQ: Metz [Deelen from 15.10.1943)

Covering: Belgium and north-west France, then north-west Germany,

parts of Belgium after 15.10.19423

4. Jagddivision
(Gen.Major Joachim-Friedrich Huth)
became 1. Jagddivision (Gen.Major loachim-Friedrich Huth,
then Oberst Glnther Litzow after 20.11,1943)
HQ: Deelen (Doberitz after 15.10.1943
Covering: North-west Germany, east of the River Elbe, central
Germany Holland, parts of Belgjum

5. Jagddivisi
(Oberst Harry von Bllow)
became 7. Jagadivision (Gen.Major Joachim-Friedrich Huth after
12.11.1943)
HQ: Schleissheim
Covering: Southern Germany

30. Jagddivision
{berst Hajo Herrmann - formed 26.9.1943)
HQ: Bedin
Covering: Ceritral and western Germany

Fighter Sector Commands (Jagdfiihrer - ‘Jafu")

Jafu Holland-Ruhrgebiet
{Jafii 3 In late November)
HQ: Deelen, Holland (Oberst Walter Grabmann, then Oberst Mettig
from 12.11.1943)
Command Area; MNorthowestern Germany, Holland and areas of
Belgium

Jafii Deutsche Bucht/Heligoland Bight
[dafii 2 in late November)
HO: Stade | Oberst Hertschel, then Oberst Schalk after 1.11.1943)
Command Area: Heligoland Bight, Hamburg, Bremen, Hannover,
Schleswig-Holstein and Denmark

Jafu Mitteldeutsciland
HQ: Doberitz (Gen Major Frommherz)
Command Area: Morthern Germany east of the Elbe and central
Germany
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WNVE: Declen, summer 1945 Uffz. Bernhasd Kunze of 1,06 1 is welcomed by
his mechanic, Gelr, Bruno Gall, upon his retuen Brom a seccesstul mission \.||||-.
the I ruppe chequered cowling and the pilot's personal embem: hencath the ARCVE: Fw, Hans Moissner of 906G 1 after his seventh victory, a Spidfice. shot
cockpit of this Fae 1940 4-5 ‘White 4 down o 9 August 1943

i1 § etk L EFT-Om thee same
; 3 iy, LT Kol
Hiiibd o 1.0 1 shion
o a B-17 as his
foarth wictory, His
[iral two viclomies
were also four
engined boambaers
anil his third a P-51
which he shaor
domeny am 7 Julv. This
phoitographs shows
e il o s Wi
5 W.NE 3504 )
with double viciory

1 : z : . mirs on the rudder
WHOVE: On 8 October 19493, after having forced two heasy bomibers from their formeition _I' o
representing each ol
the our-engined

wmibsere

Hubl's “White 5" was severely damaged by defensive fire. He succcoded in making an
merpency linding noear N enburgWeser hut was seriously wounded whon his head strock

e gunsight, The airceft was W per cent damaged

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, W.Nr. 550490, ‘White 5', flown by Uffz. Rudolf Hiibl of 1./JG 1, October 1943
Although finished in a standard 74,/75/76 scheme, this aircraft carried distinctive black and white nose markings in
the form of a spiral spinner and chequered cowling with a yellow panel under the engine. A further black and white
design was painted over the exhaust area. At this time Hiibl had four victories: a B-17 shot down on 18 March 1943,
another on 13 June, an RAF P-51 on 7 July and another B-17 on 19 August. The rudder was marked accordingly with
each of the bars showing the appropriate national insignia and each of the bombers being represented by a double bar.
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RIGHT, The piloes e this photograph are believed g0 be, from el
tor right, P Buet Geall, UFfe. Gerhard Pankalla and Ul Wollgang
Rentsch, all of 7. /06 3 and all of sehom retuened bream operations
against U5 bombers on the afternoon of 14 October 1943 having
each deseoved a B=17 using 21 om airto-air mortars. The aremit in
the: Background is one of the Seftels B 1R Oeds amd prosides a
gul}r.l |,'_\;|,||||1Ir ol By |||1' APPHEATENILE of the w hite ¢x NNCT W
enlanced by applying it to g black blister and thum while in this
imstince the tal was 1|E1|1|||:'|.. Lo s ares ol the |||--L'|;|_u;{ "|I1'.I!n.'i| RICY
T4 IO Jer il a ETECT CONIEs, on other aircrafl this area was
sometimes paainted Mack The Mt 131 blisters on the adrcrai
assizned o 900G 3 were paintod vellow, upon which wis a black
amid white eye, but whether the Gruppenstab and 8 Stdflel ever
used simikar emblemes i= not known

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6, ‘White &' of 7./JG 3, Bad Warishofen, October 1943

On this aircraft, which carried a 21 em mortar tube under each wing, the camouflage scheme was the standard
74/75/76, but the spinner was black as opposed to the more usual green 70 and had a narrow white spiral. The
usual yellow panel appeared under the nose, the winged ‘U’ badge of JG 3 ‘Udet’ was applied to the cowling and the
blister for the fuselage-mounted machine guns was painted black, upon which was the white shooting star emblem
of 7./JG 3. Note how the tail of the shooting star had been applied to a background of RLM T4, the darkest of the
camouflage greys, and that although the tactical number was in white, the Ill. Gruppe bar aft of the fuselage
Balkenkreuz was black.

LEFT: Hptm. Wakther Txahl
(right}, Gruppenkommandeur
af LG A, grects sucocssiul
|'h|-|r1.'| feam 7.4 3 LpHan thisir
return o Bad Wisnshaoden from
QPRGNS IS the UISAAT
riid on Schweinfurt or

L4 Crepoher 1943 Behind the
]'lihl]:\ 15 i B0 00 ey, " White &
of 7/1G 3
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6, W.Nr. 18807, ‘Yellow 6’ flown Ofw. Alfred Surau of 9./1G 3, September 1943
This aircraft was finished in a splinter pattern of 74 and 75 over the uppersurfaces of the wings, harizontal stabilizer and
fuselage top decking with a soft mottle on the fuselage sides over grey 76 fuselage sides, this latter colour also covering
the entire undersurfaces. The spinner was yellow with a thin, black spiral. but the backplate remained green 70. The
hadge of JG 3 ‘Udet’ appeared on both sides of the engine cowling and the yellow MG 131 blisters were decorated with
the black and white eye marking of 9. Staffel. The victory tally on the rudder consists of 43 red bars, the last
representing one of two B-17s shot from their formation on 6 September 1943.

LEOVE: Ome of the most succeessful non-commissioned officers to vy wath LA 3 weas Ofwe Alfred Sura of S5 abiel,
seen here with his BE 109 G-, Yellow ' As the radder is marked with 43 victory hars, this woubd indicste thae the
photopraph was probably taken ar Bad Wirishofen in ‘11'[11:'n1|‘n'r 10435, The machine was L'-Lil.|||'|]‘:1'|| with underwing

MG 151 canmodn amdd the foeward antenna unders the fuselage mdicites that the aireralt bad been e swith o Fuds 16
£ RST st Although thes was a valuable aid to fighter control, daily tuning flights had 1o be fown o check the sets
Sursu first joined 200G 5 as a Feldwebel in Bussia in early 1943 and achicved his first victory on 28 February 1943,
U time the Staffel was withdrwn from Russia to take part in the defence of the Reich in Awgust 1943, Fw, Surig had
Hl wictories and was awarded the Gepman Cross in Gold on 31 August. His feest suscoess in the West oocurred on G

LTS 1'I-It'|'||h:'r whien, now an Oberfeldwebhel, he 'ul'pf,ir.”l,'ll twae B1T |:\.1'1|p Fortresses from their formt o and was
credited ace ilr'l,ll"-;.;':. with victones 42 and 45, On 1 October, e succeeded in shooting down two B 1075 and s thouaght
tix have shot down another, or separated it from its formation, during the second US mid on Schweinfurt on 14
Dxetober O that day. however, his W.Nr 18807, the same aircraft as shown above and in the profile above, was hit by
defensive fire from the US bombers and Ofw. Sursu was seriously wounded. He died of his injuries the same day



44 @ Defending the Reich

RIGHT: A deceptively trnguil
=cene in the carly aniumn of
1943, bt thee grounid crew
sowctalising with the pilots bebes
the fact that the atter &re o
readimess and may be called 1o
action at any moment. These

BF 109-G-Gs belomnged o TL0G 2
ar Pvreux and are equipped
with underwing MG 151
cannon. Barely visibde on e
otherwise dark gpreen spinner is
the szancdand white segment of

the periad

HELOW: This BE 108 6

WA 2706, Black 12" belonged
to 500G 2 and wis lost on

20 October 1943 when it was
shot down in action whibe
berng fhown by Lz, Hiinig
Mate the extent of the black
PRI OveT the w NS MO W hich
proaecied this arca from
cxhiust gasses, Thi actcal
rimber ancd 11 Grapypse bar am
Psth thimls i'dl.'.u'l.‘l i wihite, th
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undler the engine are yelbw
ard the spinmer apprears fo be

mvly ik Eecn althe

L}
the chiprped anea ad 1
backplate sugpests the carle

presemce of a while segment
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1BOVE. Pilots of 306G 11 wadt at cockpit readiness in their Fw 190s gt Huswm in the late summer of 1943, Al
arrerEll wre fimished in the standord grey day ﬁ!.'lun'-_’ scheme of 74, 7% and 76 and, to help distinguish them o

Crrinman [orces from enemy aircrft, have vellow undercowlings, The nearest machine,  Yellow 97, to which is antached
i pererator cart, carries the Statfel emblem on the engine cowling which showed a pistal superimposed on @ eed
heart AEUnst 3 Cirg ular velbow I'r_-.l'x__L;Il-u.l'lc'. with the moto) “Wier zuerst schiesst hat mehr vom Leben’  He who
showys first Hves longest’ s around the circomerence

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, ‘Yellow 9’ of 3./JG 11, Husum, summer 1943

Yellow 9 carried the badge of 3./JG 11 on its engine cowling and had a narrow white band around the rear
fuselage. The spinner was plain green 70, and the uppersurface camouflage colours, applied in a segmented
pattern, were 74 and 75 with all mottling being restricted to the rear fuselage. tail and rudder. The fuselage sides
and all undersurfaces were in 76 and the crosses on the uppersurface of the wings were in white outline style. All
other national insignia, i.e. the swastikas on the tail and the crosses on the undersurfaces of the wings and
fuselage sides. were black with white outlines.,
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AROVE: Hermann el and the motorcvele combdnation he used o move around the airfield
at Wicshaden-Erbenbeim in the e sum II|_|'_.'\_'.||'|!. autumn OF 1545, Behind {raf is one of the
B 109 -85 he Mew while with )G 50, this particular machioe, W A 15915, having the tictical
number Green 1 aft of the fuselige cross. The complewly whice tail is marked o show Graf's
victary score which, at the tme of the phatograph was 207

HELOW! Ohlt Alfrecd Grislawski (right), nominally the commander of 100G 5340, and Ofwe Ernst
Sibss cnjoy the relapyve pesce of Wieshaden-Erbenheim in September 1943, Behind the pilots is
Grislawski's MG 151/ 200aemed BE 109 G-0 o with the @actical number "White 17 positioned aft of
the: fuseluge cross, svhile below the cockpit is the unit badge which teatumed the figune of a
humter o i gresen diamond outlined in vellom The whiite tail unit shosws that the machine it a
unit leaders and s marked 1o record Grislrwskis 112 victorics, the last theee bars repre=cniing

vicoories over LS heavy bombers, the latest of which wis a B17 shot down south-cast of
STUITEArT o Ly "\L'F'".'i mber,

ABOVE: A closer view of the mudder of Gral's aircsal showing

that the design surmounting the later victory bars was quite
elaborsie amd featured his intertwined initials, o Laore]l wreath and
a representation of the Knight's Cross, The nachine appears o
have a colowred band around the re ar fusclipe
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LEET: Major Hermann Geaf i
Conversati
Wiesd

Ler pighl € Gicing

i with other |si||1-|'\. O s

Si den-Erbenheim. From left

unera ) Ofwe Hemrich

Frillgrahe, Gir A Adfresd Corislimweski

angl Ofwe Brnst Siss. Al wiere
suceessiul fghter Rinerkreuzismger and
had served together with 9070 52 on

AHEVE AND LEFT Cannin=armed
BE 104 G-55 and G-0s o 100G 50 a1

Wiesbaden-Erhenheim in the awtemn of 15943

all pachimes =il showing i
Staminkennzeichen, or four-leter factory
codes, Althoagh perbaps intes tled b bescomne
a fullstrength Geschwader specifically lor
highe-altinucde intercepions, the only paris
Formed were a Stals, 1, 2 amd 3 5]
although 2oand 3 Stalfeln may only hav

exted on et amd were dishanded within

vy months of their formation
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FEES PAGE When VT BC maoonted an attack on instroment
bearing Bciosies 0 Sourtgrt on G S cmber 19403, the mid was
|1;||||:. isruaied I\:. clovdhy weither amd shoukl heve becn
absendoned Adthough it toormsed imno o disaster for the Americans, the
German Gghter controller skillfully vectored aircrft from /906 3
I 27 and JG 50 onto the bombsers s they reached thele e
Ihe pesult wais thar of the 45 bombers lost on this O %
thun hall were due o enemy action, with pilots of 1G 30 claimdmngs
Fomer Apart fromm Hermann Grafl who chaibmed two, and one cldmisec
by Grislawski, the other successiul pibor of 16540 is believed o e

Lt G iried Werroster of Stabhy/ s Sk He i shoavwn in these thre
|'|||| -|4|g._'|'.:||3|.\ weith his Bd 1OR0 S Gareen 37 a0 Wieshaden shi |r.:|!.
after the event. Weirosters aircrdt was equipped with twe
umnderwing Mor 151 cannon ar ol as with cuher aircealft of 10 540,
carricd it wetical number bebind the fuselage cross. In the
photograph CASOVE RICHT), Weinoster s shown with the tail of
his aircraft with the Lrest victory bar abmost certainly being the
B-17 he destroved on & September The reflection on the horizonel
stabiliser suggest that the machine may ot some sme have becn
palishead to improve its maximum speed, althosgh there is noe
evidence of this in the other photographs: Noe the Rbant trice ol
the Stammkennzeichen leters TO in the photograph (TCWP LEFT
wwl the stencilling aft of the nueserad mthe view CRIGHT)
Woeirnster hner teinsfermed o Sty o 11 wnd was killed over

[adebusen on 26 Movember 1943

.- T

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-5, “Green 3', W.Nr. 15912, flown by Lt. Gotifried Weiroster of Stab/JG 50,
Wiesbaden-Erbenheim, summer 1943

Although this aircraft was finished in a standard 74/75/76 scheme, there is some evidence to suggest that it may
have been repainted since the W.Nr. 15912 on the tail and some of the aircraft’s stencilling appear on lighter
backgrounds, indicating that they were masked off when the new colours were applied. The position of the tactical
number aft of the fuselage cross was a feature of JG 50, and the pilot's victories are represented by the black bars on
the rudder, each of which is marked with the date of the Abschuss in white.
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‘The Cornered Wolf Fights Hardest’:
Second Schweinfurt

I n Qctober 1943, the daylight battle over the Reich reached the point where the Americans were
forced to accept that unescorted, deep penetration formations could not adequately protect
themselves. Yet although the losses incurred during such missions reached unacceptable levels, they
nevertheless forced the Luftwaffe into the air to fight and in doing so inflicted attrition on a scale from

which the Germans would find it difficult to recover.

When Vill BC attacked Bremen and Vegesack on 8 October, Gen.Major Schmid was able to commit
aircraft from every day fighter unit within the 1., 2., and 3. Jagddivision areas and elements of

5. Jagddivision. Violent air combat ensued over Bremen and Oldenburg. Thirty bombers
were lost and 26 were damaged, but among the Jagowaffe's losses was the
Hommodore of JG 1, Obstit. Hans Philipp, an Experte from the Eastern Front and holder
of the Knight's Cross with Eichenlaub and Schwertern who was killed near Nordhorn by
P-47s having just shot down his first Viermot as his 206th victory.

Goring issued explicit orders to the Headguarters of | Jagdkorps at Zeist in
Holland to direct the efforts of those day fighter units under the Korps' command first
and foremost against enemy four-engined bombers. The twin-engined heavy fighters
of the Zerstorergeschwader were ordered to attack unescorted bombers and at the
same time instructions were issued that the process of equipping certain units with
21 cm underwing airto-air mortars was to be stepped up.

0On the 10th, the USAAF struck the marshalling yards at Munster with 206 B-17s
escorted by 216 P-47Vs. Some 250 buildings were destroyed and a further 3,000
damaged, including the railway station and the cathedral. More than 300 inhabitants
were killed and 602 injured. In the skies abowve the city, the Americans encountered
vicious and determined aerial opposition: the 100th BG lost 12 of its 14 aircraft.
Thirty bombers were lost altogether, The Bf 109s of I1./JG 3 were the first to reach
the bombers and in accordance with Galland's directive, prepared to make an attack
from the rear but were repelled by the heavy escort. However, VIl BC later reported
the attacks mounted by JG 1 and JG 26 against the 3rd Bomb Division as ‘... the
most violent and concentrated attack yet made on this Division by enemy aircraft...
Aftacks, from every clock position, appeared to have a definite method.”

Returning to the aircraft industry targets which had proved so costly 1o the
Americans in August, 229 of 291 B-17s despatched on 14 October managed to reach
Schweinfurt. It was planned that the bomber force would include 20 B-24 Liberators from
the 2nd Bomb Division, but these and their escort were forced to abandon the mission
due to bad weather and cloud. The 4th Fighter Group also had to turn back because of
fog, leaving just the 56th and 353rd FGs to escort the B-17s.

However, over western Germany, the weather had cleared and in cloudless skies,
|. Jagdkorps committed all its daylight fighter units drawn from five fighter divisions -
a total of 567 aircraft from JG 1, JG 2, JG 3, JG 11, 1G 26, JG 27, JG 50, JG 51 and
G 54 as well as twinengined Zerstdrer from ZG 26 and ZG 76 and some fighter
training school aircraft and night fighters.

Against Goring's explicit orders, in the 3. Jagddivision area, Oberst Grabmann
deployed the Bf 109s of Il./JG 1 and 1./JG 3 against the P47 escorts between
Woensdrecht and Antwerp. The escort stuck close to the bombers. however, and shot
down seven Messerschmitts.

Just after 13.30 hrs, as the escort began to turn back, the Fw 190s of |. and
I./JG 1 dropped their auxiliary fuel tanks and turned to engage the American formation
as it approached Eindhoven attacking from 12 o'clock high and almost immediately
drew in the fighter escort. A swirling, confused mélée developed as the Germans took
on both the US fighters and bombers. Ofw. Detlef Lith claimed a B-17 for his 35th
victory, while Hptm, Emil-Rudolf Schnoor, Kommandeur of 1./JG 1, shot down one B-17
for his 13th victory. Oblt. Rudolf Engleder, Staffelkapitdn of 1./)G 1 shot down one
B-17 and claimed a Herausschuss resulting in a personal tally of seven Viermots shot
down or damaged in 15 days. JG 1 would end the day with total claims of 21 B-17s.

ABOVE: Obstlt, Hans Philipp,
RKommaodore of JG 1, was shot down
and killed near Nordhorn by P47
Thiinderholts while leading the first
attack against a raid by US bombers on
Bremen and Vegesack on 8 October
1943, Philipp was regarded as one of
the: minst .J:'rn:||11pli.~.hr.'t| oof the

Jagdwalfe's Experten and wis the

accond pilot to reach 200 victories. He
haeed first seen service in Poland in 1939
amd then New with 1G 54 in northern
Russin where he wies Rommandear of 1
Crruppe and at the end of March 1942
became the fourth Gghter pilot o be
aocredited with R victories, On 1
April 1943 he was appoinned
kommodons nr'_lh 1 in the Reich., b
the air war in this theatre proved
challenging even for men of Philipp's
calibre and, in a letter v his former
comnide Hanmes Trautholt, written
shwortly before his death, Philipp wrote,

wi are comfortably installed, the
wzirls are numerows and we have all thar
wiet nieed. The Bad poine is that the
acrial fighting s extremely hard. Hard
nol because the enemy are Superion in
numbsers and the Bowings arc betier
armicdd bt because (o go over o group
af 70 B-17s makes you see your whole
lifiz i freone of you, And once you have
male your mind wp teoga in, it is even
mire difficult to force each pilot of the
scpuiackron, righe down to the youngest
green’, to di the same.” By the time of
his eleath, Philijgs had ol soone of
2006 victories and had been awarded
the Ritterkreur with Eichenlaob and
Schweriern
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By the time the 1st Bomb Division entered the target area, it had lost 36 bombers, with one group
alone losing just under half its strength, and when the mission was over, the Division's loss rate had
increased to 45 machines. One combat wing of 37 aircraft had lost 21 machines.

To the south, 25 Bf 109s of II./JG 3 - nine of them carrying mortars - took off at 13.08 and flew
for 80 minutes before making contact with the bombers, by which time their fuel was low and there
was only time for two brief attacks. Mevertheless, the Gruppe accounted for 11 Fortresses shot down,
five of which were claimed using mortars, and a further seven Hersusschisse. Ofw. Alfred Surau
claimed a B-17 for his 46th victory, but was then shot down by defensive fire from the bombers.
Surau's loss was a hard one for the Gruppe to bear; he had shot down two B-17s on 6 September and
two more on 1 October.

Elsewhere, the confusion of battle had begun to tell; the War Diary of |. Jagdkorps mentions Uffz.
Otto Monska of 6./1G 27 filing claims for the destruction of five enemy aircraft, but in fact he shot
down one B-17, for his sixth victory. Only one escort fighter would be claimad that day, falling as a
shared kill to the guns of the 'old hare' and Ritterkreuztrager Ofw. Adolf Glunz of 5./1G 26 and his
Staffel comrade, Gefr. Heinz Wyrich.

Claims by Geschwader for the day were as follows:

I, . and 1.AJG 1 i7 . /G 54 2
I.. Il and IIl.AJG 2 12 1G 104 1
Stab, |, and lIL./JG 3 21 G 106 i
. and III./1G 11 4 Industrie Schwarm 1
Land Il./JG 26 10 Ekdo 25 i
/)G 27 19 Zerstdrer units 23
G 50 5] Night Fighters 11
n./JG 51 9 Other 10

Total 148

Jagdwarfe losses in this mission were 31 aircraft destroyed, 12 written off and 34 damaged, i.e.
between 3.4 and 4 per cent of available fighter strength in the West.

For the Americans, the battering absorbed by the Fying Fortresses had been immense and the
second Schweinfurt raid had cost VIl BC 60 B-17s and €00 air crew, with 17 more bombers seriously
damaged and a further 121 damaged but repairable. It was a body blow, but despite the catastrophe,
a buoyant Eaker wrote to Arnold the next day with a sense of success, claiming that the Luftwaffe's
response was “... pretty much as the last final struggles of a monster in his death throes.”

Arnold was unconvinced and replied: " The cornered wolf fights hardest”, while Schmid's verdict
was that: “... the units of the German Reichsverteidigung achieved a great defensive success on 14
Oetober 1943."

Certainly, the losses from Schweinfurt resulted in the progressive American strategy of hitting deep
penetration targets being suspended until greater numbers of |longrange escort fighters became
available and missions were kept within range of the escort, Although the Luftwaffe was not winning
the battle for air superiority over Europe, it was nevertheless preventing the USAAF from doing so.
Equally however, on the German side, with 67 per cent of production at Schweinfurt knocked out, the
ball-bearing industry was forced to disperse its manufacturing capacity which, in tum, presented
logistics problems.,

October saw the strength of IG 2 and IG 26 reorganised or increased to four Staffeln in each
Gruppe, and the |. Jagdkorps reported 664 fighters on strength. The month's operations had cost the
Luftwaffe 284 fighters, eight more than the previous month, |, Jagdkorps recording that, although the
numerically inferlor German daylight fighter units had failed o prevent a single American large-scale raid
during October 1943, the enemy suffered noticeable losses, especially in bombers. Indeed, many of
Galland's pilots were achieving unprecedented results and accumulating stapggering scores against the
hated Wermots. Hptm. Rolf Hermichen of JG 11 was typical of the new ik of ‘bomber-killers” whose victories
included 26 four-engined victories and pilots such as Hermann Graf, Walter Dahl, Anton Hackl and Hurt
Buhligen were becoming household names. Another high-scorer was Obit. Herbert Rollwage of 1G 53 whose
102 confirmed aerial victories included 14 fourengined bombers, not the 44 often asserted. In 1I./JG 11,
Obit. Heinz Knoke had been credited with 15 fourengined kills while his comrade Glnther Specht had 15
and Lt. Hugo Frey, 12.



BELOW: Ar the outhreak of the Second Workd War, Hugn Frey was
STV i||54 with 1 I_| WLG 2 He iuned his firsd vich Y over Poslaisdd <

¢ seprember 1959 over a PZLA L In December 19440, Frey

transferred (o 20 1 hased on the German Bight and Later
||,".|_'|||F1|_'|J into one af the oremost German ' bomber-killers'. He
shat dowen his first Viermot an 21 Janvary 1943 and By 29 July he
had accounted for 10 four-engined bombsers shot down O Frey
s appointed Staffelkapitin of 7006 11 on 1 April 1943, He shot
kv b LSAAF B-17s and g P-47 on 26 Movember 1943 to bring
s seore to 22 vicvories and shot down a further two 5175 on

I Jammary 1944, O 6 March 1944, he took-ofl (o intercept o ITSAAL
il ot Bertin and in a remackahle feat shor down four B-17s before
tturn fire from a ffth hit his Fae 1940 and he

rashed at Coevorden, Holland, Hugo Frey was
redited with 32 victories, of which 25 were four-
cngined bombers, and was posthumonshy awardi
he Ritterkrewsz on 4 May 1944
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L
the Fremch campaign

T Bodt-Ginther Hermichen shot down his first enenny aircradt on DO May 1940 during
wl, warh 920G 76.in the Bartde of Beitan, he shor dowen his fifth
it o 12 .Jc.u} (o LR T ] -'-.| il 1941, 9080 76 was redesignaned G /SR 21 amd
Hermichen ok part in Operation "Barbarossa’ (lying fighter-bomber and groundaiack
missicens. He joined TG 20 in November 1941 amd in March 1942 became Adjutent v the
Komnmumdenr, Hptm, Josef Prller Alter moving 1o the Eastern Fromt i fanary 1943, he
added l_'ip_l“ sovicr fighters to his tally, Hermocfien was then a :-|'|III"|I.'I.|. LIS LT

Gruppeenkommandeur of 000G 26 on 15 June 19463, but relinguished command 1o Hpom
Klzies Mremisch on 4 _|a||f. 1994 % and returned o 3 _.'_|E| 13y hl:l.lh'|L.I|!l|:.'I"| U 1 October

e, Mapor Hermichen was .||s||-::r|'ll_'..1 Carn 1:1|,'||k- wmmangleur of 1A 11 Pased at Higsum

By miidl-Mevemnber 1943 he had shot down 45 enemy airerall. He bed LAG 11 sucoessiully
until April 1944, after which e took over command of the Gghoer erining wnit 100 104

Iy spawc] at 26, He was

WS evenii

Hermichen was o °f serkilber amd has tally of “Vier

awarded the Rinerkreuz on 20 March 1944, folloswed Ir!. the Eichenlaub an 19 Fohoumry

1945 He survived the woar

RIGHT: Kurt Bahligen flew more than 700
comibhat missicas in e West, i Tuiasia, and in
the detence of the Reich, aid was resninded as
ome of the neost experienced pilots in the
Jagdwatle. Bithligen joined the Lufowafte in
Chorobser 19% and, [ WWonwine service with [0 2 ¥
s mwierded the Ritterkrewe atter 21 victories

ubtiined over Englind and the Channel Because

af Bihlgen's understanding of techindoal

mutees, he wias made Techascal Offcer of

IELAG 2 whilst heelding: the rank ol

Oberfehdwebel, In Movember 1942 1070 2 was

hastily transferred to Tunsia where Bihligen

imcreised] s gillv 1o 68 victories by the tme the
campiaign théere endkad, Beturning o the .
Channgd Frong in Bre March 1963, Blhlgen was |

Luter appoinied Kommeandeur after the 1 -
lh'E)\.lI’l B ol ||||I i, HucdhortTer in ".1.1:. 1o 4, He )

received the Bchenliub on 2 March 1944 and in
|.II|.'.';|'r:I"| 1944 bee took over as Kommaodone of
M 2.0n T June he scoeed his POOch vie Ty ard
an T4 Aupust 1944 he was awarded the
schwertern 1o the Rinerkreuz. (AL the end of the
i WSl

his score stood an 112 Tories 1l

hich 249 were fourengined bombers.

LEFT Herbert Rollwagse josned the Lufsealfe i 1936 and in was
posted to 5,006 33 in the spring of 1941, He cliimed his firs
victory on the opening day of Cperasion  Barbarossa’, when he
shiot down a Bussian SB-2, By 5 October he had claimaed 11

roled o

Russian aircraft shot dosen, imcluding three victories roc
27 Augest, ILSRG 53 was crmsterred oo the Meditermanean in
ecember 1941 and by the end of October 1942, Rolbwagze had
clammed 20 aircraft, mainly RAF Spitfises, shor down over

Malti. From December 1942, Ofw Rollwige
Tumnisia where he claimed a further six victories befone being
withdrawm o Sicily in Ay 1943 where he claimed a further ten
victories, including two fowrenginod bombwers. He meoonded his
4th victory on 13 June 945 COn 1O July, Rodlbwaige was badly
wounded in aerial combat near san Fictro, bat ma
his base although his BE 100 G0 was classified as 100 per cent
damaged. Rollwage spent several months in haspital, bot repaenoed
b combat duty with 506G 53 in December 1943, The Staffe] was

i im the

apTaling over

el B0 regzin

then based at Vienna-Scyring in Austria opor
Reichsverteidigung. Rollwage was awarded the Ritterkreuz on 5
April for 33 victories. He recorded his Gth victone on 27 May
wlsen he sl dowen o P51 and on 10 Avguest T8940, newly
promoted Lewtnunt Rellwage was appointed Saffelkapitin of
510 53but feft on 5 December 19494 having been assigned 1o
210G 1K as an instructor and was awarded the Bohenlaab on 24
Jumsiry 1945, Rodiwage survived the sar and although his
confirmed victory score is not ko, e Plew: G4 mdssions in
whdch he was credited with 71 vicoories. 18 is thoughit his final
tontal gy be berveeen B0 and 85, a I|I|l|.|p_!'| the aften asserted score
o A fourengined kills credited o him is |'r|u|'|.||'|l1 AN AACCLIrae

and @ Fgare mearer 14 s more Bkely
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LEFT: Typical of an
increasingly
cirmmon sight over
Germany by late
1943, the

FF 100 ety eal

Ui, Robsert Pautner
of DG 2 falls
prev to the P47 of
Lt Leroy Isea ol the
A53rd G near
Grelsenkirehen on
3 Movember 1943,
shartly after

HILAG 26 had
attempted to artack
B-175 af the Third
Bomb [hvision,
Pavtner managed to
e ot suffering
frowm i showlder
wstimel,

ABCWED 21 Ocober 1943 Generalleutnant Adolf Gallind, the General
der TagdMieger (second from right) attends @ conference on actical
ffaies an the HO of 3. Jagddivision at Deeben in Holland, At this time
there was mounting pressure on the agdwatfe o improve s
effectivencss in the fice of the USAAF daylight bomber formations and at
A sepirate meeting just over a week cardier, Goring had admitved
Walther Dahl, the Kosmmandeur of W06 3, that Hitler bad Jost
confidence in the fighter force, Also seen in this picture are from kel
right: Major Schulz, Geschwader Adjunant. /e 1 Oberst Walter Okses,
Rommeodore of 10 15 Oberst Glnther Lutzow, Kommodore of JG 3 Major
Werner Schroer, Kommandeur, of IL06G 27 and Major Sandmann, Stah,
General der lapdflicgern

But this was not enough to appease Goring: on 12 October, the Reichsmarsehall summoned
Walther Dahl. the Kommandeur of 11l./JG 3 and his pilots to a meeting in Munich in which he angrily
reproached them for the fact that the Aifrer had lost confidence In the Jagdwaffe. In the eyes of the
German military leadersnip and the people, the fighter force was expected to be seen as & 'Vengeance
Corps’, but it was failing miserably.

Goring's grip an fighter operations now began to filter through to command policy, On & and
T Movember, Genaraloberst Hubert Weise, Luftwaffenbefehishaber Mitte, chaired & conference in
Berlin attended by General der Flieger Schmid and the commanders of all Jagddivisionen subordinate
to |, Jagokorps. Weise announced Goring's directive that in view of the higher flying altitudes and
increased fighter escort adopted by the American bomber formations, strong formations of German
single-engined fighters were to engage and divert the escort, while twinengined Ferstdrer units,
operating beyond the range of the escort, were to attack only the unescorted bombers, Cover for the
Zerstirer was to be provided by the single-engined night fighters of Hajo Hermann's Wilde Sau units,

Schmid voiced misgivings about a policy, which would involve simultaneous attacks on bombers
and their escort, and he believed that the total strength of the daylight fighter force was too limited to
maintain such tactics.

LEFT ANDABOVE: Two photographs taken from @ B-17 showing Fw 190
muiking fromtal attacks an an American bomber formation over Bremen in
Novermnber 1943,
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Subsequantly. fighter units stationed at airfields close to the Dutch coast were pulled back to

IGEET: By bite airfields in eastern Holland and the Rhine area. enabling the fighter divizions 1o assembie their forces
|I 1943, standard at combat altitude without interference from enemy escart. The three Gruppen of ZG 26 were also
| USAAF bomber pulled back to Grove in Denmark and 1o airfields in the Hannover area, beyond the ra

ey ,,:.z??,“., and from where they were to engage bombers in the Jutland area and over the Baltic.
| narthern Europe By the end of November, the total number of day fighter aircraft employed in the |, Jagakorps sector
| eoe sl mide amounted to 1877 aircraft of which 124 were lost during that month.
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BELOW: Ofw. Hans “Sspecker’ Grimberg clefty of 5.0 3 and a
mechanic posc for a photograph with Grunberg's BE 100 G5 a1
Schiphal on 11 Nowember 1943, Griinberg had been a very

suceessiul hghter |‘i|n| on the Estern Foool, siyoimng Jown seven

I-2 Starmoviks on 5 July 1943 He hod baded oot fous times during
his time in Bussin before moving with 5000 3 w the
Beichavermcdigung and was awarded the Geeman Cross a0 Gald on
A1 August Chy 5 Mav 15944 e was ap sirmles] kapdian of €G3
replacing Oble, Leopaobd Mumsser s bad been shiod dosson amd
Killedd in action the by befooe. As a Leutnant, Gronberg was awanded
the Ritterkrouz on 9 June 19449 when s victory tilly stosod at 70

Lo the end of 1944 he was tmnslerred 1o LG 7 e operations with
the Me 262 and later became Staffelkapitin of 10 7. His List
victory was clatmed on 19 Aprl when he shot down a BT over
Babsemia, but e had to bale ot of his Me 262 near Prag

On 17 'l.|'|_-i| 1945 e was assigned o Adall Galland’s [V 44 at
Minchen-Riem. In thie course of 5340 combat missions, e wias
credited with 82 victories including M 125 and a least 11 U5 foar
engincd hambers. Five of his vicoories were schieved while flying

the Me 262

LROVE, Hpim, Friedrich
Eberle. photographed leaving
the oo kit ol has B 1405

White 20°, was appainted
Raonmimandesur of HLAG 1 on

S ober 1943, He rettinecd
this position until 27 April

15494 andd, in the summer of
1944, ook commuznd ol

LG 4 which he bed unil the

encl of lll:' W




54 @ Defending the Reich

RIGHT: Frich Hondt was an 15year old ant student
when he was called up for militiry service, Afrer
joining the Lufrwaffe, he completed his training at
thes end of 1942, having already bricfly served with
|.|;1_grl||111L Dot m \llrw:l!. and [G 55 in
North Africa. He then joined LAG T an jever in early
1943 and was wounded in June Boallowing comilar
with American bombers and baled our of his
burning BEC 108 G In July 1843, he was appointed
commander of Jasta Helgodand and New the
Messerschomint B 109 He was appaointed
staffelkapitin of 200G 11 fromn 17 August to B
Octaber 1943 when be was wounded and baled o
agam folbowang combat with B-1 Ts awver Hisllangd, He
peturned to take commmand of the Staffel from 5 July
1ot 2% Angeest 190 when he was again
woninded in combsit with P-51s over France, From

15 October 1944, he commmanded 3.000 11 vuntil
March 1945 when he wis posted o LR 2 with
which he underwent training on the Me 262 jet
fighter. He ended the war ving with Adolf Galland s
IV 44 i the defence of southern Germiany

AROVE: A view of Erich Homdes Black 13 F'|:||I:|'| sheltered i

Fagar and showing the port wing aomeument. On the cowli

ane
fromn lef vo dghe, Homed, L, Michad Widmann aod Obde. Erdch Barek

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5/U12, W.Nr. 410266,'Black 13" flown by Lt. Erich Hondt of 2./1G 11,
Husum, autumn 1943

The standard 74,/75/76 scheme on the fuselage of this machine has largely been covered by the yellow fuselage
band, the red stripe of a Schwarmfuhrer, the white tail of a formation leader, the unit badge and aircraft’s tactical
number. Note that the Werk Nummer on the tail appears on an area of camouflage where it was masked off when
the white was applied. It is thought that the red stripes on either side of the fuselage formed a ‘V’ where they met
on the engine cowling.

RIGHT This Po 190 A-51712
whls Thywmn Il:. Lt. Erich Homilt
the Staflfelkapitin of 2./0G 11
on the damp concree
Hipsaim in the auoamn of

1943, The aircraft carrics the
emblem of 2, Stallel and in
addition e the distinctive red
ahiagonal band used by

LAHs 11t demote the aircraft
lovevn by a Schwarmitibrer,
thae mchine has the whine
and rudider assembly of 4 unit
leader. Standing in frone of the
alrcraft are, from left to right,
Lt Michae! Widmann, Honede
O, Erich Barels amd &
serior mechanic
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Without Regard to Losses: Sturmstaffel 1

Throughout 1943 a number of individuals and organisations offered proposals to the General der
Jagdflieger for dealing with the heawy bomber threat, some verging on the absurd, others perhaps just
workable. One such individual was Major Hans-Gunter von Kormatzki, a long-serving Luftwaffe officer
married to one of Goring's secretaries and a member of Galland's staff, who proposed the creation of
a dedicated and specially equipped assault unit or Sturmstaffe! In the late summer of 1943, Kornatzki
spent four weeks attached to Erprobungskommando 25 with which he studied tactics and weapons
intended for close-range work against enemy bombers, During subsequent meetings with Goring and
Galland in the autumn, Kornatzki advocated adopting radical new tactics involving massed rear attacks
against the bomber Pulks by tight formations of heavily-armed and armoured Fw 1890s.

Kornatzki had carefully studied reels of gun camera film, read combat reports dascribing attacks
on Viermots and interviewed fighter pilots. He reasoned that during a rearward attack against an
American heavy bomber formation. one German fighter was potentially exposed to the defensive fire of
mare than 40 0.50 inch maching guns and had only the slimmest chance of escaping damage during
attack. Under such circumstances, it was even less likely that a lone fighter could bring down a bomiber.
Howewver, if a complete Gruppe could position itself for an attack at close range, the bomber gunners
would be forced to disperse their fire and thus weaken it, allowing individual fighters greater opportunity
to close in, avoid damage and shoot down a bomber. The loss of speed and manoeuvrability incurred
by the extra armament and armour carried by these Sturm aircraft would be countered by the presence
of two regular fighter Gruppen which would keep any enemy escort at bay.

Komatzki also suggested to Galland that as a last resort if ammunition had been expended and the
fighter was close enough, a bomber could be rammed to bring it down. He further proposed that a smaller
unit, a Staffel rather than a Gruppe, should be established first to train up volunteer pilots who would test
and evaluate the new method under operational conditions, It seems that Galland, under considerable
pressure from Gonng, needed little convincing. He immediately authorised the establishment of the first
Sturmstaffel, to be known as Sturmstaffel 1, and appointed Kornatzki as its commander.

In early October 1943, Galland's staff scoured fighter bases and training schools across the Reich
for suitable volunteer candidates for the fledgling unit. Though the initial response was meagre,
eventually an initial cadre of 15 pilots was found, just enough to form a full strength Staffel. These first
volunteers were sent to Berlin where they met their new commanding officer. Kornatzki spoke to each
candidate personally and explained the purpose of the unit and the inherent nsks associated with the
intended operations. Those pilots who showed signs of doubt, reluctance, or lack of conviction, wera
encouraged to return to their former units.

On 8 November 1943, the General der Jagdfiieger signalled his unit commanders:

‘German fighters have been unable to obtain decisive successes in the defence against
American four-engined formations. Even the introduction of new weaponry has not appreciably
changed the situation. The main reason for this is the failure of formation leaders lo lead
whole farmations to attack at the closest possible range. The Reichsmarschall has therefore
ardered the establishment of a Sturmstaffel whose task will be to break up Allied formations
by means of an all-out assault with more heavil-armed fighters attacking in close formation
and at the closest range. Such attacks that are undertaken are to be pressed home o the
very heart of the Allied formation whatever happens and regardless of losses unlil the
formation is annihilated.’

By this time, the unit had received its first complement of Fw 190 A-8s which introduced a lighter wing
capable of accommodating increased armament in the form of four 20 mm MG 151,/20 cannon located
in the wingsoots and the outer panels, thus phasing out the old, slow-firing MG FF cannon. The two
fuselage-mounted 7.9 mm machine-guns were retained and the aircraft featured additional protective
armour around the cockpit. These initial machines constituted what was probably the first batch of
operational aircraft to be armoured for closerange anti-bomber work with the addition of 30 mm
armoured glass panels — or Panzerscheiben — to the sides of the canopy and a 50 mm plate of
strengthened glass to protect the pilot from fire from directly ahead. According to Focke-Wulf reports,
some problems were experienced fitting the glass panels to the sliding canopy because of the curvature

fcontinued on page 58)
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ABOVE: On 3 Moy
1941, Hams-Ciinrer
vion Kormaizki
miarnied Lrsula

Cirumdimnmn, a
SECTELArY o
Reichamarschall
Grirang amnd the
danghiter ol a
Greneralmapor

Hans-Gunter von Kornatzki

H ans-Giinter von Kornatzki was born on 22 June 1906 in Licgnite,
silesia the son of Gertrud.nee von Briesen, and Gereralmiajor
Paul von Kormatzki. After entering the Kefcbswebr on 9 May 1925,
Hans-Gunter decided that he wanted o fly oamd, in 1933, like
hundreds of other voung men of the time, he joined the Lo
Kormatzkis training took place amidst the clandestine  conditions
under which Germany was building its future air force, Cn 1 April
19454, he completed his fighter tminmg a0 the Fiepererufie (5)
Wernenuchen (later the fagdfliegerscbule Wernenwchen) and three
months later, transferred o the recently formed  Rellaneestafol
Wittefdentschland ar Doberive, This unit evenmoally formed the
nuclkeus of LG 152, the Luffraffes ficst fighter Gragfyfre, and was
under the command of Major Robent Kifter von Greim, to whom
Kornatzki served as adjucant A second Gragiie, 110 152 was tormed
in March 1935 at Jinerbog-Damm and Koarnatzki transferred to it and
Wik |‘|1\n|u-|tw,| o Hawimann, He then joined | A 334 at
Wicsbaden as Cornftenadiiant belore transterring o LG 150 at
Jever in 1938,

In September the following vear, Kornatzki was appointed Grappenkommandeir of 116G 52 which
saw briel service on the Channel Fronn during the Bartle of Britiin, The unit was based at Peuplingue in mid-
August 1940, but returned to Jever after only a few days, It retarned 1o France in ke September.

In Gotober 19460, Kormateki returmed 1o Wemeuchen where he was posted o the staff of
Japdffiegersciude 1 and, from then on, e filled @ number of staff assignments including service
as L on the Staly of X Fiiegeriorps and the Staly of Hotvere Jaf_and Anally serving on the Stab
of the General der_fagdflieger

On 3 May 1941, he married Ursula Grundimann, a secretary to Redchsmarscball Goring
andd the daughter of a Generadmajor. However, the marriage was to be tragically short lived fior
within two vears, Ursula had been killed during an air raid on Berlin

It has been said thar the loss of his wife under such circumstances hardened Koriatzks's
charcter and may bave served o prompt him o devise radical ways in which o fight back
against the Allicd bombing offensive. Many of those who served under him however, especially
those in Steermstaffed 1, remember that he cared for his men and that he never knowingly or
callously sent anyore bo his death

Ot Richard Frunz joined Sturmesdaffed 1in Febroary 1944 having presiously flown BE 1095
in Italy with 3./G 77 He remembers:“F first met Major vor Kornatzid in Mavch 19949 g
I arrived el Salzwedel, the bome Dease of Steormestefied 1o There I a saying o German: the fivst
immpression is always the right one - and my fivst impression of bim was as a very bonowvable offices;
a4 gentleman, He was very calm and discreet, and vof frefess. OF comrse, there swras o barrier; be weas
mrwechy odeler aeitly (e raeeeke of Mager aried Fovas o Lenefneend, Bol Rornaizii was a Rind of fatber ioops,

Wi Eerpere et b eas close to Hermann Gaoring, Decanse e bad married one of s secretavfes and
b drove an Awto-Union Meisterkiasse can a gift frome the Retchsmrarschall, Bt that was never a fofde for
cerneersafion, e tocd St s o fact amd thad oas oll fheve was fo 00 OF oogerse, o falleed often aloit the
Steeren concefnt aad e faclics we wene fo wse, . abogl aremaimend, armouedaling and so o,

“Korngizke dide’t iy often)” remembers P Oscar Boesch, who joined the Steemstaffed in late April
1944, wever even saoe i fn o aeroaplane! Bai e was ke a fatber o tbe unit He thoaght wfy aceics
aned worked very Dard b ensere hatowe bad
ererriiing we neeaivd,

The Steormesteffed wwas wndgie, We ey ke a
frripeete ol We belanged fo no-one else excoehi
Cedbrinng, Wie Dared ciper cerme coolk, onr owen ovdnance, We
loedd ke Rings, Gdring even sent doten cases of Sekld
e we i dome well, Yot every day was a strugele
try sty alfee. We weren 't after areards. The best aweard
s fo comte ok al the end of he day W were
aritimmibered ten, sometimes 20 fo one and we gof
fived, very fred, but we fust Bepd poing.

Alhough Kornateki flew relatively few Ccombet
sorties with the Stiermestaffel - Richard Franz recalled
that he suffered from poor health - he did claim a
Herassciss over a B-17 on 23 March 1944 when he

Wi b "
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lecl his wnit against 296 B-17s of the USAAF st Bombardment Division during an attack on Munseer. By this
time: he had five victories to his credit

When Sturmstaffel 1owas disbanded at the end of April 1944, 0t did not signify that the Lagffegfe was
abandoning von Kornatzki's tactical philosophy. On the contrary, encouraged by the results achieved in such
a short time by such a small unit, the QKL decided to establish too new Steempgrngyaen, RO )0 4 and
LGS eermn )y TCn AW

In mid-May 1944, von Kornatzki received onders 1o begin setting np and organising LS /]G 4 at
Salzwedel, although the official formation of the unit would not come about until July of that year

Kornatzki decided that o assist him in his sk, he would reguire @ solid core of pilots from
Steemstagfel 1, pilots who both understood what would be needed of them and who possessed the
reguisite combat expericnee, supplementing an intake of pilots and ground crew drawn from 15206 1. This
latter unit hiad previously been employed fiving Ju 88s against Allied convoys over the Atlantic and then
against Allicd invasion forces off Normandy in June 1944 Withdrawn from France and following hasey
comversion training onto the Fw 1990 at Hohensaler near Posen, by the end of July 1944, these pilocs
constituted the various Staffed commanders of the new Gorefiye:

Mah, LSt 1G4
S A8 G 4
O LSt 1 4

Ozsiif. Hans-Gunter von Kormateki (newly promoted)
Hiarmr, Wilhelm Fulda (replaced soon after by Bogan. Erich Jugel)
.H_If_.-Hr.l Manfred h|||‘|Li'
T AN o A (W Othmar Zehart
Fee Grerhard Marburg, an ex-Starmsiaffel pilot, flew as von Kornatzki's wingman

For the next two months von Kornatzki led his Gragape with calm professiomalism. Despice often not
fhving hamself, a5 a commander, he proved very popubiar and was respected by the men who served uncer
i, He gave encourigement and ook i deep interest in all aspects of the air war,

Oistfs. Hans-Gunter von Kormatzki was killed on 12 Seprember 1944, in his Pwe 190 ASMR2,
WoNE 081424 Green 3°. He had led T (droenn G 4 against a formation of American bombers and had shot
down a B-17 ar 80000 m a1

the bombers” defensive fire. Pursoed by an Americain escort lghter, von Kormazkn attempted o make an

16 hes, some 30 ko west of Magdeburg, His aircrait had been damaged by

emergency landing but crished mto power lines ar Zilly near Halberstade,

RNHT

with some al St

A privarte club™: Majgor Erwin Bacsila

miaballie] 1's lest cacdre of
Pols ;'||:.-||:-.;|,|,|-||w_| Al -l.c,||| per i e l:-U--|u,r
rearly MNovember 1944, Klentifishle in this
plan
Peines

Ww. Gierhand Warburg, Major Bacsila and Gefr

raph are, froam keft w right, Uiz Werner
1nn (in profile), U Willi Maximosite,

erhand Viveous. Belind the EFCHIPT e lanics
e to onc of thee Statfel’s Pov 1900 AGs, with
e armoured elass side panel, better knovan as

Ainker’, mounted on the side of the canopny

LEFT: Major von Kornatzks, commander of Sturmstadled 1 ABOVE: Major
Walther [
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Eomimandenr af

the rowh, hioth of wihioam hiad

Lol

Li. Hans-Oeorg Elser (Far

recenily joined kormateki's 1 stz

I AR &, stands

Achmeer 17 Movember 1943, Looking on are Hptm. Horst Gever
and other afficers of Erprobungskommando 25, Erocin Bacsita had
joined the Luftwaffe in 1938 risimg 1o become Groppsenadjutn
wl 1LA40 1 during the Pod

wits prromioted o Staffelkapitin of 1108 LG 2 and in Seprember

i ¢ AMPEHEN, & respe tisdd oficer, he

1491 he took command of 7000 52, a positon he he o vl
hie tran=ferred as Offe bV o
o im Morth Africe under Major

Seprember 1942, a0 which tn

thee Camschwaderscab of G 7
Jesachim Monchebene and Pew as his Roettenficger At the

Peginning of 1943%, his aircralt was hit and browght dosn By

British anti-iiscraft fire bur he was able w reach his owen lines. He
laver left 3o 77 wo take up commuand appoaintments in Russia and

thi: West thromghout 1943, inchsding service as a L in Brttiy

Dfime eveniiually joindng the Sturmstaffel

proudly by
ruder of his
BE 105 ot Bad

Wirisholen

[recember 19493

Fust visilale the Last

loar bars repr
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LIS fourengined
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but these difficulties werg eventuslly overcome. The installation of external 5 mm steel plates to the
fuselage panelling around the cockpit area and an armoured bulkhead between the engine and the
cockpit offered further protection from defensive fire. Additionally, the pilot's seat was fortified by
5 mm steel plates and a 12 mm head protection panel.

On 17 November 1943, Goring visited Sturmstaffel 1 at Achmer accompanied by Galland. In their
presence, the 20 or so pilots were reminded of the strict code they were required to follow during their
operations and were made to swear the following oath:

1. | volunteer far the Sturmstarfel of my own free will. | am aware of the basic otyective of

the Staffel.

a. Without exception, the enemy will be approached in close formation,

b, Losses during the approach will be immediately made up by closing up with
the attack leader.

e, The enemy will be shot down at the closest range. If that becomes impossible,
ramming will be the only alternative.

d, The Sturm pilot will remain with the damaged bomber until the aircraft impacts

2. | valuntarily take up the obiigation to carry out these factics and will hot tand until the
enemy has crashed. If these fundamentals are violated, | will face a court martial or will

e removed from the unit.

As testimony to the seriousness with which this oath was sworn, the volunteers were also required to
draft a last will and testament. At least one pilot, Obft. Othmar Zehart, is known to have done so
following this instructicn, but another of the unit's pilots, Fw. Oscar Boesch recalls: “We were not
forced fo sign the declaration but in a way we had worked ourselves up mentally to succeed at any
cost. We simply recognised the need to defend our homeland."

However, despite its state of readiness, the Sturmstaffel would not experience its baptism of fire
until January 1944,

Meanwhile, in December 1943, the levels of attrition among experenced fighter pilots and formation
leaders, including a number of Ritterkreuztrager, continued. On 1 December the Staffelkapitdn of
5./)G 27, Obit. Herbert Schramm, a veteran of the Channel Front, Russia and North Africa, was Killed

Major Kurt Brandle, Kommandewr

af 1L %, fell vicoin 1o escon

fighters on 3 November 1943 while

altacking medium bombers over
the Morth Sea. He had been
awvarded the Eichenlaab 1o the
Ritterkrewe on 27 August 19462 in
recognition of his 100th victory. By
the time of his death, his tally had
|i-\.|;|l Lo 180 wictories |_'_,|i|||;t.| VT

some 70 missions,

Hpim. Herbert Schramm, Kapitan
of 5.0 27, was killed in combat
with P<47s over Belgium o 1
December 1943 A former
imstructor pdlog, e hud Mown 480
mussions, and had been awarded
the Ritterkrews im Augost 1941 for
his first 24 victories. With a final
score of 24 acrial victories, he was
111|HI||I|IIIII|.|‘-|'| AW ;i1|Jt,'|_| l;|'|-|,'
Eichenlauh

Hpem. Wilhelm Lembke, who had
comnunded 900G A, replaced Kun
Brindle as Kommuandeur of 11006
A, Just one month kater, Lemke, an

Experte with 131 victorics, was
similbarty shot down and Killed by
P-4 7s neser Nimwegen in Holland
on 4 December 1943, He had been
awarded the Eichenlaub to the
Ritterkeeuz for his 125th victory
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when he baled out of his Bf 109 following combat with P-47s west of Eupen in Belgivum and his
parachute failed to open. Of his 42 victories, Schramm had been credited with the destruction of three
B-17s. Three days later, and one month after replacing the 180wictory Ritterkrevztrager Major Kurt
Brandle as Gruppenkammandeaur of 11./1G 3. Hotm. Wilhelm Lemke suffered a similar fate to Schramm
when he too fell to P-47s whilst on a patrol north-west of Mimwegen in Holland. Lembke had flown moe
than GO0 missions during which he had been credited with 131 victories, including 25 I-2s in the East
and three fourengined bombers in the West,

As if the P-47s were not enough, anather ominous event occurred an 5 December with the debut of the
P-51 Musrang when the US 354th FG escorted bombers to Amiens. This would bring a new and forbidding
dimension to the air war and the first appearance of the Mustang caused Jagowalfe commanders
considerable concem and forced a reappraisal of existing tactical methods. This high-powered fighter more
than exceeded the speed and manoeuvrability of
bath the rugged, radialengined Fw 190 and the
regularly rewor<ed Bf 109, and in two days at the

end of January was responsible for the loss of more than 70 fagdfiieger. On 11 December, in an even more:
worrying development, 44 P-51s escorted 523 bombers all the way to Emden in Germany, Schmid and his
staff calculated that the ratio of the total American offensive effort in the operational area of the
|, Jagdkorps was three to one against German single- and twin-engined daylight fighter strength.

Concerned about the employment of his skender forces in the manner demanded by Goring,
Schmid determinedly rejected such orders and pleaded with the General der Jagdflieger to force a
review of them. At a map exercise held at the HQ of |. Jagdkorps at Driesbergen, near Zeist on 11
December 1943, Schmid addressed Galland, members of his staff, commanders of the various
Jagadivisionen and all fighter Geschwaderkommodore and endeavoured to explain the motives behind
his rejection of Goring's strategy. He received some sympathy for his views.

On the 29th, Schmid once again met with his divisional commanders in an attempt o improve
commanication between dayfighter units operating within indivicual divisional sectors and to develop efficient
methods of assembling Geschwader in the air. There was also further d scussion about increasing use of the
frontal attack. this being a further indication of the disagreements which prevailed in tactical policy, Following the
meeting. Schmid issued a directive to his Division commandars: "I view of our nurnerical inferfority in operations
ggainst the American attacks, it will be pecessary lo concentrate our units for an attack relative to time and
space. Fighter attacks should be conductad in such @ manner that cobesive units of the strength of at least one
fighter Geschwader attack the bomber stream at 2 specific spot. By applying this method it must be possible o
destroy an American bamber unit completely.

ARWED In one

of its carly
appearances, 3 P51
Mustang cscorts a
formation of B-17s
it on the long Might
home

LEFT: With their
freshly painted
hlick-white-hlack
identificarion hands
arvamd their pe
fuselages, the

Fav 190 A-Gs of
Spurrmstallel 1 are
CAURAT On CameTl
for a propaganda
photograph. I the
backgrnnd,
“White 5 taxics
patst with the unit's
ligghtning o
gauntlet cmblbem
just visible oo its

o



60 @ Defending the Reich

LEET Ome of the first

Fw 0 Aqbs deliverced to
Sturmstaffe=l 1 runs up is
engine at Achmer o
Dostmiumd in e autumn of
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windscreen has armoured
CQUATTET '||.|.I||'|~ |'|[I|,'|,| ||'|,| |||{'
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LBOVE LEFT, ABCOVE AN ABOVE REGHT . Three vieoars | HESY
Liw i » litted o the windscreen and canopy of Sturmstaffel s Fae 190 A40: and

heir chose range attacks against foemations of USAAF fourengined bombers Tha

i Fwe 15940 A8, % Ne 170397, showing the armouscd

panels, or Fanzerscheiben, sin

A-Ts o protect the pilots duris

phatograph above leh il right shows the plate of %) i -(lrll_s:l.ht'll-: ul wliess alded o the windscreen, while the
I

photographs centre and right show respeciively thee 30 um armourcd ghiss quidrter panels fted to the sides of the

srimcscreen anid the side panels added oo the ¢ ANy

R HT: VUl
Wermer Peinomann
of Sturmstaficl 1 in
the cockopit of his
Faw 190, The
mechanic is leaning

ot thie frostal I HIS
of 54 mm thick
strengthened pkass
ancd ¥k mm
irmmoared gliss
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windscreen sides
amdl sladings cancpy

LHOVE: Another close-up of Fae 1R AW N 1 T0397, showing the 5 mm
steed plates added to the fuselape around the oo L|:-|l: et
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Cable Bombs

I n late September 1943, the Eprobungsstelle Rechlin delivered w Erfrrobungskommandn 25 a1
Wittmundhafen an experimental 10 kg 'sharpened” cable bomb which was to be emploved by Fwe 14405
aperating against American bomber formations. Rechlin had originally tested the 2.5 mm twisted-soee]
vahle bomb with @ view o using it against high-tension electric power cables and telephone lines in
enemy territory, but such plins were abandoned when the OKL voiced concern that the use of such a
device might encourage the enemy to adopr similar measures against Germany

With the onstanght of the davlight bomber offensive however, a similar idea in which a cable was o
be dragged into an enemy bomber formation and then released o foul the propellers was Grst suggested

by representatives of the German police and Postal Ministry, To this end, the Evprobpengssfetfe also furnishecd
Fhedn 25 with the salviged wing section of a B-24 Liberator with which it could conduct gronmid tests

The technical persomnel of Evprobseskommmando 25 devised a means by which a cable of 100 to
M metres in length could be stowed into a specially adapred cvlindrical metal container, with the 10 kg
bomb' - merely 1o provide weight and momentum - remaining on the ouside of the conainer The whole
apparatus wis then attached o a fuselige-mounted ETC S0 bomb rck under an Fae 190

The plan was for the Fw 1), having released the weight so that the cable was drown from the
container, to approach an eneny formation from the front and about 500 metres above, On impact, @ weak
link would separate the cable from the Fw 190 and the container wonld be jettisoned, The fghter would

then exit flat over the bombers and would revert to the role of a conventional highter One limitation was

that once the weight had been released and the cable deawn out, it could not be reeled in again, so that if
a release was made in error, the cable had o be dropped over friendly territory,

Having moved to Achmer, Evprobungskommanda 25 conducted further tests with Horst Gever, the
Kerprryrraprnoftibrer, flving several trial thighes against the Liberator wing in order 1o assess the damage the
cable would inflict. These tests proved disappointing and Geyer recalled: “Some fests weve made with o
weigdt and otbers withoul, but approgel and corvection became very difficadt. We made at feast four
o fioe atfempis against this wing, beet the calble just et siinging about aned didn’'s Bit the target”

Nevertheless, Eedo 25 reponted the weapon operationally ready in the frst hall of October There it
seems, further work siopped until 11 December 19435 when the 1S Sth AF despacched 37 B-17s and 86 B-245
with strong Aghter escort 1o bomb airerft industry trpets at Erwden.

As the B-24s of the 44th BG approached the targer, an Fw 190
trailing @ length of stecl cable with a weighted object on the end
wiis seen o nuke a head-on approach towands the formation, before
making a shallow dive from slighily above, The German Aghter was
then seen o release the cable which impacted with a 124
entwining itself around the bomber's nose and injuring  the

bombardicr and navigator, Shorthy after this attack, the bombers

LEFT: Stabs Ing. Ohlkers of Ekdo. 25
showws a seloc
Obwerst Hannes Trauthoft, the soon to b
appointed Tnspector of Day Fightors,

aluiring an HiEPECion vasil e the unit's

1 of cahle bommlbs o

P iy Novemibser 1834 I"\ul,;||||.|l||_1¢ X
o T, with bis back e the
camers, is Oberst Gilinther Liitaos
comninder of 1. haddivision s
accompanied Troothott on his visit, Also
=¢en in this photopraph are Chbilt.
Rechmann and Lt Frodl of Ekdo 25

EIGHT: The nose of B-24 Liberatar of
the 4<4th BG after its return o England
froxm & madssaon to Boaden om 11
December 1943 having been struck

b a cable baomb, most probalsly from
an aircraft of Ekdi. 25, The cable
injured the hombardicr and the

navagalon,
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right-hand side bomb bay door blew in and was torn away by the slipstream, the result, [SAAF technical
personnel later assumed, of the cable weight striking the aircraft.

The Liberator was able to return to base and the cable was removed and taken away for scientific
analysis. This showed the cable o have been 0015 inches in diameter and made up of five wires wound
around a single core wire, The imdividual wires were square in cross section, each side measuring
0,047 inches, and the pitch on the outside wires measurcd approximately 3/4 inch. Chemical analysis
showed the wire to be of simple carbon stecl containing the following elements.

Carbwon 01,55 percent Manganese .50 per cemt
Silicon 01.20 percent Nickel, less than .01 percemt
sulphur 0054 percent Chromium 010 percent
Phosphorous 0.031 percent Molybdenum ol Found

Two days after the rid on Emden, German radio broadeasts were heard proclaiming that this new
wedapon had been used against the American formations “with devastating effect” and on at least three
further occasions during raids to Bremen and Oschersleben in December and January 1944, 8th AF
reported further sightings of Fw 1905 and Ju 88s trailing cables through bomber formations. USAAF
Intelligence, however, was not perturbed and reported:

The conclusion to be reached after a study of reports is that altbough the attacks with caldle
Bennbs are beconming more frequent, they ave not particularly dangerous. Even though large bombs
ey be carvied, e guestion of aiming them vestricts befr effectiveness - plus the fact that aiveraf?
frailing these cables must come into range of the bombers’ guns, thereby making themselves very
puefrerable targels. Even wben the bombs veach theiv tavped, their effectiveness, so far as (s Bnowwn from
the single atiack in which a plane weas bit, is relatively light ... The vestriction of aiming, vulnerability
of carrfer atrerafl, and limiting of is manoewvrability seem (o indicale (bat al present, the bomb-oo-
cabile tactic will not be a successful countermeasure apgainst Allied bomber formaiions.”

Indeed, after mid-Tanuary 1944, further experiments ceased and during a post-war interrogation, Adoll
Galland stated that only two unconfirmed victories had been climed using cable bombs. He also
confirmed that the experiments had been stopped because °, .. the bombs fended to frall bebind the
Fro 1KY vather than bang down, because the bomb swung about too meech and because the figbter
aireraft bad to come pery close to the bombers to achieve victories”
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BELCWE: At the end of 19435, Obsthc Walter Oesau introduced a new emhblem for Jagdgeschwader | consisting
it a red winged * 1 im g owhite diamond on g ored disc, This BE 109 G-6 "White 37, of 7 A 1, carrbes the red JG 1
defence of the Reich band on s rear fuselige, Note also the DF loop and Eda canopy

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6 ‘White 3’ of 7./JG 1, late 1943
‘White 3* was finished in the usual 74,/75/76 day fighter scheme and had the red band of JG 1 around the rear -

luselage, upon which was superimposed a 1ll. Gruppe vertical bar in white, this and the tactical number being fmoe: L 1
thinly outlined in black. The multi-coloured spinner is unusual, consisting of a yellow segment and a white tip over DG Rt

the standard factory green 70. An Erla Haube has been fitted and the winged ‘1’ badge of IG 1, which also
represented a highly stylised eagle, appears on the engine cowling.

LEFT: Thiree photographs
-|.||||1.'\L1'||;.1 Oberstleutnant Josef
Pips” Priller, the Geschwader
kommachsre of JU 26, preparing
for a Flight in his Fov 1940 A-G
WoNE 530120, Black 13 from
Lille-Nard in the winter aof

194 3-44. Priller flew several

Fa 190s coded "Black 13" a
number of which bore his
personal marking of the Ace of
Hesarts inscribed with thee manse
Jueta’ This particular aircral
carricd only the Est theee
numbers of the Werknummer on
thee rigglvt sidle of the tadl fin, (as
ilustratedd in the photograph ar
ledt, while the por sule was
marked with the full namber,

T

LHOVE: Obstle, Walter
Clesau, an Expeerte with

victories. wis

bt Hans Philipp as
Romumodore of Ji 1 in
Late 19494, He is seen
here LN his arrival

with the unil
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Horst Geyer and
Erprobungskommando 25

H orst Cever boegan his wartime fiving career as a test pilor an the
Evprrobengssielle der Laftuwaffe at Rechling He recalls: “fn the
stepemner of T30 1 finished flying schood af Altenbre gualifted fo
Iy both fiphter are favger, mtfengined airerafl. § owdas then
cissigned s a test ol fo Depariment B0 af tbe Evproboangssielle
Rechiin, the departmient responsitie for the developrment of air
airrtetntertd, rockels, bomibs aid Dosidng systems. When war Brode
et~ aerid becarse §ieas feensed o Ty larger aiverafd - they faosted
rreee oy KOG T VOO, an for 32 troensfoont wenddf fTying suffiies finto Podord,

After fw Poiish comperign, T orefvoeneed fo o Reclbiin and
Becawne fridved  (n develofing a new anfomalic s(ght and
Pormierelease system for the fu 88 One day the Divector of
Legflvafie Supply and  Procaremient, Generalinftzeagmeister
Ernst Udet, visiled the Erfrrobmngssteile and sawe ome lying and
asterd for fusfrect the new bomb systemn, Udel later asked vy commanding officer if | oowld join Bim for
finch att a nearby casino. Cver Innch, § exflained the workings of the bomly system to Uder and aisao
todd Ifm that § had, in fact, been trafned as a fighter bifot since 19368 He prompily offered me a
Preasiteons ong Bis staff oo 0 December, § found novself at a desk in Udet's office al the REM v Bevdin”

Im Jamary 1940 Gever was appainted to the post of adjutant to Udet, 3 man whom he came to admire
greatly, However, by the early summer of 1940 and with the Battle of Britain beginning in the west, Geyer
grew restless and longed for an operational posting. Anxious not be excluded from the ranks of young
Japdflieger already carving themselves reputations on the Channel Front he was prepared to seize the first
opportunity e cscape Berlin and climb into the cockpit of a BE 105

I thae early sunpmer of P40, T bad the opportionity to meet Werner Midders, the first fighter fifod
foo bae wwon the Ritterkrens, wolbdlss be teas discussing certain techwica! maiters fn Berfin, O this
occasiom, elet ook Molders and § o funch aed wibilst diviing, 1 guietly asied Milders {1 cowld foin
bis fagdgeschvader based on the Channel Front. He replied that | sbouldd ask mry Doss wbo wes siting
right mext to me' Udet agreed (o my regreest, Bt on the basis that [ was to retirn o Berfin after three
mtonths secondment fo (G 511 weas bonoared o fodn the CGeschivader Sty and served with Modders,
Kiykee, Belfanz, Evecin Fledg and Friedrich Beckb and iater, Hariniann rasser;

A duly vetwrned fo Berlin in November (o conlinge my duties o Adlfutarnt to Udet, but in
Sepensber 1091 F s agedn allowed (o join G 51, widch By ibis thrne was serving in the East, and
Joined the [ Gruppe. o comnanded By Grasser”

Laver that month, Gever wis appointed Staffellapitdn of 5000 51, flving the B 109 F At this time,
Ji 51 was the most successful fagdgeschirader in Russia and was actively involved in supporting Army
Group Centre during Operation Taiften, the drive on Moscow,

“ O come occasion, webile vefarning o o base at Schebalovekia from an operational sortie, vy Me 109
s fumifed By Russian figbiers aoned §oas seouncded fi te band and fool The codkepit was frll of Sood. |
Medahe £ Dok, Dul was send o bosipdtal o Konigsieinter and after a perlod of recotery was ordeved boack
foo Lidet”

Gever was credited with 18 victories while fiving with JG 51 and was awarded the Ebrerfaokal.
However, whilst he was serving in Russia, Udet's position in Germany, a8 Generalluftzengmedster had
become increasingly untenable as a result of severe disagreements with Goring and Milch over aircraft
production policy. Udet's handling of a demanding post which was wholly inappropriate to his flamboyant
anid artistic personality had resulted in friction between him and the ambitious Milch, a situation further
exacerbated by Goring's refusal 1o mediate in what had become a bitter power strugpgle within the most
senior levels of Luftieaffe planning and procurement. On 17 November 1941, exhaosted and depressed,
Ernst Udet, one of Germany's greatest First Wiorld War flyving aces, committed suicide

A stane funeral was 1w be held in Berlin, Goring would deliver a gushing address, A selection of the
Heich's finest pilots would form an honour guand; Molders, now the Gemeral der fagdffieger, was returning
from Russia especially, Horst Geyer was to carry Udet’s baton

“Sar 1 lost mry bogs, a greal sean,” recalled Geyer, “Before the flumeral 1 owas advoised that T bad been
cifpfwainted fooq position on Molders staffl et soon afteriands and ragically, 1 took a cafll fromn (Hwerst
Fedgarr Petersen, the commuander of the Erfrrobangsstellen, wibo just saiel Yoo can’d go o Miolders, there’s

Deen an accfdent.'”
Om 22 November, while on its way 1o Berlin for Udet’s funersl, the He 111 carrying the voung Generaf
der Jagdflicper had crashed in bad weather near Breslau. Malders and the aireraft's pilot were killed.

ABOVE:

Hptm. Horst Geyer
(Cemre),
Kommandofiilrer
of Erprobungs
kommanda 25,1
Achmer in 1:,,1:1}'
1944 Gever
wearning 4 pried
captured LISAAF
Mying jacker The
wirerft im the
background is omne
of his unit’s

Me alis
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5, W.Nr. 181729, ‘White 42' of Erprobungskommando 25, Achmer, early summer 1943
This profile shows that, without the usually colourful and attractive markings and insignia of front line units, the external
appearance of German fighter aircraft could be rather dull. The camoufiage finich is T4/75/76, the green 70 spinner had a
one third white segment, and a black flash narrowly edged in white was applied over the exhaust area.

LEFT Hpum. Horest

Caever (rig

whjusts his lile
jacket in readiness
fow a Might at
vhimer in the
tardy summer of
1435, In the centre
ol the BrOUp i

Le. Wilki SEaressny
wlv was Killed
ACLON CWET
WiangEerooEs on

22 fune 1993, Note
thes aircralt, an

Foy 190A-5,

WONE 1=17.29,
White 42
carmying
underwing 21 cm
mirtr tubwes This
particular machine
was lost over
CWeniron on

30 November 1943
whilst being flown
b Uffe Walter
|1l||;1 ;||1I..l|i!r:' |‘=|||r|
ol Bk, 25

So f went to g second funeral and was subseguently assigned o the siaff of the nete Geneval der
Sagdflieges Oberst Adolf’ Galland, wbom I did not kaow at that tine, Althaugh I was based in Berlin
ctrtel weas albile to e with oy wife, i was a very busy ifme and we worked very bard. My role was that

of Teclwmisclies (ffizter fm Stalb and amongst other things [ odeall anth comgflaints fomm firont fine
fighter awd derstorer wnits an matters of armament and fechrical equifmrent

“Sudldenly, one day fn May 1943, Galfland stvode info s offfce and safd Gever | wand vot o go fo
Wirtmeneltyafon fomcrrone and foake over Evparobnngsionnando 25, Youd better el your wife” And fyat
s Ml

The order for the establishment of Erprrodbgengskonnmando 25 was issued on 17 April 19435 and the
unit formed up at Wittmundhafen briefly under the command of Magor Heineg hacke, the former
Grnfpenkaommandeny of HL/NIG 3, who had been aowarded the Ritterkrens for 12 victories scored as
a Zerstirer pilot in 1940, Nacke was succeeded by another Ritterkrenzirdger and experienced Zerstarer
pilor, Hsee. BEduard Traw, who arrived from his position as Staffeleapiatdn of 1,046 1 in Russia, In cardy
June, Tratt was posted to take over command of the Me 4 10equipped 112G 26 and was replaced by
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BELOW AND
BELOR RIGIHT

An Fw 19045 of
Erprobungs
komneindo 25
which carrscd ot
wrials with wing-
meounted rockets at
Wirtmundhaten in
the summer of

1943

Gever S was fo fale over from Hanginrann Tratl, an officer § b nod preciowsty el § ik Galfand
tderved ey mew appodntment qs o kiva of taank yon for fTeing a desk foe so fong”

Under Tram's energetic direction, the Kowerrando s activities were channelled through three Stagffedn
=ich one assigned a specific role. The fagdsfaffel under L, Sbressny was equipped with three B 109 Gs
and approximarely seven Fw 190s and was responsible for testing weapons suitable for single-seat fighters.
The Zerstdrerstaffel under L Vossel was equipped with approximately five BE 110s, one Me 210 and two
Me 4 10s and was o assess the suitability of heavier calibre weapons. The Kampyfstagfel, known o have
been cquipped with a small number of Do 2175, Ju 885 and at least one He 177, conducted experiments
in girto-air bombing and ested heavy weapons, air-burst. bombs and towed bombs, Also tested were
mortars, rockets and the radic-goided Hs 293 glide-bomb, which had been planned as an antishipping
weapon and which saw limited operational use with KG 100 in mid-1943.

[ July, personnel from Exproiagskommendo 25 and G 11 visiced a detachment of KOG U an Gare where
crews were tnined on the weapoen with a view o exploring the possibility of deploving it against enemy
bomiber formations wsing either Fw 1905 or BE 108 G-5s as guidance aircraft. Gever recalls thar“ T ide tas fo
Jit tivis (Tyivag Bomh oo a fu 88 and (I at o considerable distance bebind a bontber frmeation in the sane
By als i pevafaont s nsed to attack siis, thees aeoding the bosnlbers defensive fire, The carrping aiveraft
s oo fTy atbenad fiwee Rifowetres Dol the formation and She gridance fightes, (feing closer wosdd then
steer the Dol foteerds (05 farget One deay, an Hs 293 was deltoened o our aivfield and we fitted it ondo one
of oo Me Li0s. An qnfortunate fncident ocourred wiben the giveraf? was faavised Br a Dovigar sdergodng
rodtinee mpafimenance. The Hs 293 bod been fositfoned in froed of the afreraft and  momestarily et
romttendted wrbite fesflivht obecls were cotducted, Al engineer bad Deen cbwecking S dgmition, Dat Dod
affulied the wrong procedioe and set off the frse, Tie wissile ignitedd, e o e bangar, kited five growd
prersorieed and destronved the Me 4100 No trials were Perfovmed avd this idea was evenlially sbefved”

Other experiments were conducted with rearward-firing weapons, periscopes, acoustic fuzes, and
k05 rockets which had been intended for use by BE 1095 in the ground-atack role against locomotives
o the Eastern Front

[ruring the unit’s ormative period, the Aevstdversfafied, ested hewy calibre fighter weapons intended 1o
Cause maximum impadct onAmerican bomber formations, Such weapons included single and twin anderwing
21 cm WG airtosair mortars, and varving types of rockes-projectiles of 8 cm and 30 cm calibre, Trials were
also conducted with Me 410s variously fitted with the 30 mm MK 101 cannon, the 3.7 cm Flak 18, the 3.7
em Flak 45 and the 5 oo Flak cannon, These larer weapons were installed in g varety of individual hand-fed,
bel-fed o automatic configumaons as well as in combinations with rockets, but results were ol
encourging as the weight of the weapons affected the speed of the carrier airceaft and. in the reltively few
operational missions flown, losses due to the bombers' defensive fire were disproportionately high.

Horst Gever guickly rose to the challenge of his new command, however, and in mid-June 1943,
produbly during the American mids on Bremen and Kiel on the 13th, he ook off from Wittmundbaten as
part of a Schewvarm of four Fw 190s from Erperebangskommando 25, two of which were fitted with
WG 21 cm maortars, with the other two carryving 340 mm MK 103 cannon and two ‘firing frames’ cach fiteed
with four spinstabilized 65 mm RE65 rockets. (8. Hardike, the commander of the fagdstaffed, led one
Rotte and Gever led the other flving with RZ-65s. The powder-charged RZ-G05 rocket had a range of 300
metres and the gases from the powder charge propelled the missile, giving it a rotating motion, Geyer
recalled: “This was my first Absoboss os Kessoandofiibrer of Erprobungskosomendo 25 Scaflered
By pondts were smaking helv teay Bomee. Theve were o escort flobiers i sight, so § attacked fo B-
175 wivich weve flving close together § fived all cight RZ-G35 and after the two bombers were forced o
sefagrreete, 1 avas alde o wreal oo an the onverflying machine o the right weith seveval Biosts froan
e MK 1088 From absout 2,000 metres, [ observed tiweo pavachutes fall ol wibile the B-17 was evddently
trying fo go for an emergency fanding someiwbere. Meanwbife § bad Tost contact with . tree

contrades, bt they all landed back at Wittmundbefon without damage”
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Diespite this solated success, deplovment of the RZ605 by Ekdo 25 proved largely unsatisfctory due
to technical problems and Further trials were dropped.

Gever remembered: “Erprobungskeommando 255 main brief was to develop and test new and
effechive weapons with wiich fo bring down beaey Dombers We tefed many things, bat the fdeas did
nof always originate from withbin, We recefved many Tetters and proposals from civilians, otber
branches of the avired sorvices and also Srom Rechlin - "Wy don't you ey ibis, or that® — g so o
All suuggestions weve investigated and §if sometbing loodeed bopeful, then we froceeded with irials, We
were basfcally free to do what we iked, by wheat we fked, design what we Iked aind test what we
Hked. But it fell to wre fo report evervtbing fo Galloand and Recbiin®

Between June 1943 and August 1944, Erpeobungskonmmeando 25 tested a range of radical weapons
including cable bombs, chemicals sprayed into engines amd onte windscreens, the dropping of stweel nets
on to engines and propellers, and mounting batteries of upward-firing 21 em mortars into an He 177
bomber. Geyer recalls: “Orie mesnber of the wnit bod contacts with the 16 Farfen conggaamy and e
wwrrleeed WKy e on Irials designed o fiedd aned clog w an engine using certain chemicals, but they

Soteneed that the quantity of chemical needed even to disalle one engine wds too greal, so to bape

Dreviegt donene a foverengined Doniber woeld bave been impossihle.
“Tests were afso carried out at Rechiin aith chenvicals designed o spray over cockpdt ad g
Horver Plexiglas, but not fo destroy i@, Rechiin then asked s to conduct irfals wsiing an Fae 190 and e

Sevtenel, that depending which Eind of chemicals were bedng vsed, it was nol siecessary o use larpe

iecirititios. Bul Coring grew worvicd afwel the fdea and fastructed Galland nol to pursie §1 since be
was concerned (hat the envmy wonld employ the same nretbods against ws!

A weapon actmlly built amd installed for trials was the SG (Sorder Gerdt, or Special Apparius)
116" Zeffendiescin' a recuilless single-shot 30 nim weapon based arouned the barrel of an MK 103 cannon foed
1o a breech hlock which was to be fired upwards as a fighter passed below a bomber The weapon, built by
Rheinmetall-Horsig, was (o be activated and fired automatically using a phow-electric cell developesd by the
Instivut e Wegffer@orscbeng al the Lffabriforschungsanstalt Hermann Gring in Braunschwelg, Sedo 25
undertook trinks with the weapon at Parchim in late June/earty July 1944, as Geyer explained:“The fatention
s o ke @ froodtal afroach, Iy wnder an American beamber anid vefease the shot whick was fired by
micans of e exflosive charge buidd inte the bese of the Darrel monnied in the side of an Fa FW0.AR aptical
aufoanatic vefense system bed also been developed On one occasion (f fuly 19348 Galland and some of
Bk staff miaele an bespection teip W Parclim aned we demonstvated the wealion wsing an Fre $90 fitted weith
thiree Davrels moutibed dnvmedialely bebind the cockpdt and vach loaded with a 3 om mine shell We placed
an NCO pifor in the specially vigued fighier and avranged for an Fie 58 Wedbe Levingg a larget droge to fly
averhedd about 200 aretres above the Fue T The Fre OO flew in very low, abont T80 metres, so that wee
ar fhe grognd conld dlearty obiserve e weapon and i full effect fn the interests of safety and becawse e
Froe TN s wvod o Betrge ediveraft, we bad developed a fiving sysien: designed to alfow the pilot to fTre only
amte Dvarred af a dme, s avodding the risk of Wast dawage from all tubes fiving at once. Unforieately,
bogverer, fhe NCO made a wistedee and fived all the fwbes sinialtanecsty, causing them o explode and
destroving the afveeaft in the frocess Fortunately, be someboir gof out, but weitber the Weibe nor the drogue
e foicheal”

Further trizls were conducted using @ He 177 as a ‘targer’, but these proved unsuceessful and further
development was deopped,

Erprrodiagsommando 25 moved toAchmer in cady October 1943 and from there Gever claimed one
more victory with the umit when e shot down a B-24 from a group belonging o the US 2nd Bomb Division
between Miinster and Osnabrick on the Sth. Geyer took off from Achmer leading a flight of three Fw 1908
swch fitbed with two 21 om WiGe mortars as the 118
formation made its return hoase froa a casd on Vegesack,
Attacking from the rear, Gever fired his mortars at oise
homber, but realised only one of his launch mbes was
functoning. As he jemisoned both tubes, he noticed that
the B-24 had banked away from its formation and was
falling through the skv. Gever pursued it and opened fire
with several long bursts froom his MG 15120 cannon,
following which he observed “consideralle damage o
the fin assenatly g heaey soeodae confing frane the
fner  starbogrd  engine. Bul vight then several
Mustangs suddenfy rushed docon o s and | pave the
areler o evade. COne of my Kaischmearel alsao stcoeveded
in shooting down a B-24"

(confintied o faige 71



68 @ Defending the Reich

THOVE LEFT: Hpeme Geever salutes Hermenn
Criwing (hack vo camera) during the
Reichsmegrschiall’s inspection visat to Achmer in
mid-Movember 19465, Also based alongside
Erprabungskommanda 25 at Achmer at this time
was Sourmstaffel |, some of whose 'I'\Illl-'.!-\- stz ar
the far beft of the line.To the left of Gever 1s
Hpam. Wollgang Spate, commnder of
Erprobungskommando 16, who wis at Achmer o
survey the airfield Bwcilities for the :I'u'ul.l.ih!u_-
deplovment of the Me 103 rocket Oghic

LEFF ANID ABCWVE RIGHT: Hptm, Géyer
weloomes of Adolfl Calland, the General der
Famdtlieper.to Achmer ts coincide with Gorings
visit im Movember 1943, Galland flew inte
Achmer in his persomal Faw 190 A identifiable
et ; E o : by its distinctive triple chevoon and white "2 aft
PR i S d af the Halkenknei,

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, ‘White 2' flown by Generalleutnant Adolf Galland,

General der Jagdflieger, autumn 1943

The 74,/75,/76 camouflage on this rather lacklustre machine is hardly made any more interesting
by the yellow panel under the nose, the white triple chevron outlined in black on the fuselage and
the white ‘2" aft of the Balkenkreuz. these being the only markings of any note,
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ABCVE: While grounderew unload the General der Jagdflieger's leather ovencoal and
cap from the cockpil of his Fw 190, Galland talks to Gever Csecond from right) and
Hpom. Hans-Gunter von Kornateki (chind from rghtk, commander of Staormstaifel 1

KT Galland, now clad in his overcoa and cap, seen at the start of his inspection
towr of the wdts at Achemen, Geyer and other officers of Erprobungskommando 25 wait
respectiully behind,

RELOW: Galland (Far left) makes his way past the two Me 410 Zersthrer of
Erprabungskommuindn 25, Note the aireralt are Aited with 3.7 cm Flak 18 canmon
which the unit was evaluating as a weapon 0 combat davlight bomber formations. Alsao
seen are, from the lef, Geyer speaking 1w Galland, Hpim. von Komateki (Stormstafbel 1),
Oherst Hannes Trauthoft csoon 1o be appointed Inspector of Dy Fighiers), Oherst
Giinther Linzow Ceommander of 1. fagddivision ), Oble, Rechman (Fkdo, 25)

Obstl. Edu Newmann ($tab. God ), Stabs Ing, Chikers (Ekdo, 25)

andd Oble Frodi {Ekdo. 253
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LEFT: Horst Geyer {oentre ) bricts
officers of his unit during the inspection
by the Reichsmarschall and the General
der fagdMecger at Achmer, November
1944, From lelt wo ripht are Stibs Ing.
Maihsek ¢with back to camerad, Ot
Haemer, Geyer and Ganter von Kormateki.

RICGHT: Seabs Ing. Ofalkers. (thisd from befty
shows examples of beavy-calibre girgo-ar
mortar shells to Oberst Hanmes Trautloft
secomad Irom Lef) and Cihstlr, Foha dcomann
(B left), Trauthot fad Frmerly been
Komnimodore af [G 54 in Bussia before taking
over the robe of Inspastcnt Ost and then
Inspector al’ Day Fighters, A highly segarded
ani! Bir-minded wnit commumneder, he had been
aecarched the Rinmerkreus in July 1941 and
ended the war with 55 victorics, Newmeanin,
anathier respected formation lesder, had
commuanded JG 27 in Morth Africa and ehe
Moditerrancan before being appointed 1o the
stah of the General der Jagdilicger. O, Frod
andd Cihle. Reehbmann of Ekdo 35 look on

BEEOW LEFT AND BEEOW RIGHT, Gever
showing Gatlind - his Eumiliar cigar
champed between his teeth - an array of
heavy calibre weapons including, CBELCY
LEFT), a4 3.7 cm Flak 18 cannon eguipped
Me 4 L0, and (BELOW RIGHT), o selection of
MOFTAT WG fuons
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£ Marchr 944, Erfrrofmngskommandas 25 transteered to Parchim and. following some changes in its
internal arganisation. moved briefly to Tarnewitz Defore moving again o Finow: At the emnd of July,
Erfarofngskonnnande 25 was redesignated fagderuppe 10 under the command of Mafor Georg Christl,
a Ritterkrenztvager who had previously commanded 120G 26 Jagdgrigppe 10 was redesignated again as
JG 1 and continued in its weapons development role until December 1944, by which time it was actuilly
little more than an Siasaizschbaearens, It moved (o Ecfurt in March 19245 and was disbanded soon therealter

Meanwhile Horst CGrever had been given another challenging assignment when he was ordered o
replace Mg, Werner Thiedelder, a devstdrer ace, as commander of Ergrofnengsiomimando 262, the jet
fighter test and evalvation unit at Lechfeld. Thierfelder had been killed in uncertin circumstances on 18 July

RIGHT: Horst Ceever (right), clad dnoa
U8 fving packet. and another
unicentified afficer of Erprobungs-
kisnmgindo 25 a0 Parchim in the spring
of 19494,

BELCOW: At the end of July 1944,
Erprobungskammando 25 was
redesienared Lpdgruppe 1 umler the
coimaand of Mirjor {u[nrg Clhiristl, seen
here on the extreme left, 2
Rinterkreuztriger who had previooashy
commanded HLZG 26, Here, Adall
Gallamd (centre in leather overcoat) ansd
Obserst Trautloft, the Inspector of Day
Fighters (second fram right), ane secn
visiting: Parchim for the changeover in
commuind of Ekdo. 25 from Geyer
Chlking to Gatland) o Chrise. Gever
subsequently became invelved in the
cstablishment of a trals unit dedicated
10 evaluating the Me 262 &5 a fighter,

Mving an Me 262 in the Landsherg area. Cin
Galland's orders. Evprobumgsbommandn 262
had been formed with fwo Me 202 prototy pes
ter evaluate the jet’s capabilitics as a pure
fighter aircraft despite demands from Hitler
T thae it be used in the fighter-bomber role
Pilots were drawn from HLAZG 26 and by May
1944 the unit had some 25 jets with which it
conducted experimental interceptions of
Allied reconnaissance aircrall in July 19494
Gever's role was mainly administrative,
but in September or October 1944 he
claimed one victory flving the Me 262 as
escort o Cffw. Erich Haffke. Gever and
Haffke had been fiving an operational pateol
south of Munich when they encountercd
formation of some [our or five P38

Lightnings. The German pilos decided 1o avoid combat with the American fighters, which they considered
Lo be very munoeuvrable, and used their superior speed o climb o a higher altitude. Moments later, Geyer
abscrved bencath hime a lone B-24 flving on @ homewarnd course, Pushing the Me 262 into a fast dive he
opened fire on the bomber, scoring hits on the fuselage and il assembly, The bomber later made an
cmergency crash-landing which was confirmed on the ground, bat as a Flak unit also claimed to have shot
the Liberator down, Geyer was not officially credited with the victory

In late September, in what appears to have been chicfly a paper transaction, Erprrobungskonnimando
262 was redesignated 10/E1G 2 and the following February Gever handed over command of the jet
traiping unit to the redoubtable Ofsir Heing Bir and was assigned o oversee the formation of yet another
fighter Ergrobnmgsfkommando, this tme to test and evaluate the new jet-powered Heinkel He 162
Volksidger. However, although an order to establish the Kommarido in Graghfe strength ar Eire was
issued on 9 January 1945 by the 2150 of the month, a new unit, JG 200, had been proposed o ke over
this role, although this contmued (o change until fnally LG 1 assumed opertional responsibilite. 10 is
believed Gever was involved in the redesignation process

Thereafter, Geyer's precise dutics until the end of the war, become difficult to ascerain, He was
accredited with 41 confirmed aerial victories, 10 of them gaiined in the West,
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1944 - The Battle for Air Superiority

On the first day of 1944, General ‘Hap' Arnold sent a simple message to his commanders in Europe
to welcome the New Year: "Destroy the enemy air force wherever you find them; in the air, on the
ground, and in the factories.'

Behind the scenes however, Arnold was not so bullish. On 20 December 1943, the Chief of the Air
Staff, Maj.Gen. Barney Giles, had advised Major Gen, Carl Spaatz, commander of USSTAF, that "Armold
had not been satisfied with the efforts made to date.”

Armmold also packed General Ira C. Eaker off to the Mediterranean as a result of his increasing
dissatisfaction with Eaker's reluctance to mount deep penetration missions and replaced him with
General James H. Doolittle who would soon ‘loosen the reins’ on his long-range fightars by allowing
them the opportunity to strike at targets of choice — particularly airfields — once their escort duty had
been completed. This would soon wreak mayhem on the Luffwaffe.

Thus, despite atrocious weather conditions prevailing in Europe,
January 1944 marked the beginning of an escalation in American offensive
action. Furthermore, Amencan production and numbers of fighters and
pombers reaching Europe were now literally swamping the Germans.

Generaimajor Schmid summarised that. In view of the poor weather,

the technical deficiencies of German fighter aircraft and the low
standard of training in replacement fighter pilots precluded steadily
successful and effective combat against American superionty -at high
dltitude. Thus January 1944 was again characterised by the inability of
German forces to provide an effective defence against Amerfcan daylight
attacks on the Reich, let aione prevent them. Only the utmost caution in
employing aircralt in bad weather — especially when take-off and landing
conditions were uncertain - was shle to keep German losses within reasonable (imits. Even so,
approximately one third of German aircralit losses was due fo commitment under unfavourable weather
conditions.”

January saw the Luftwaffe write off a debilitating 30.3 per cent of its single-engined fighters and
16.9 per cent of fighter pilots. Furthermore, the beginning of the year showed a percentage decrease
in the Luftwaffe's Order of Battle for Bf 109 and Fw 190 interceptors from 31 per cent in 1943 to
27 per cent at the beginning of 1944,

On the morning of S January, the German early warning system reported the assembly of large
American formations over England. Just as on the day previously, which marked the first daylight attack
against a German target in the New Year, Kiel was to be the target. Escorted by 70 P38 Lightnings,
119 B-17 Flying Fortresses of the 1st Bomb Division and 26 B-24 Liberators of the 2nd Bomb Division
sel out to bomb the city’s shipyards and a good concentration of bombs was achieved on the target.

However, the flight to the target was not without adversity. At 10.00 hrs, the first German fighters
were scrambled to intercept but Sturmstaffel 1, 1./1G 1 and II./JG 27 were kept on the ground for
another two hours, When these units did finally take-off, it was the more experienced pilots of 1./JG 1
who met the first elements of the bomber formation over Belgium at 12.45 hrs and subsequently
scored one victory and four B-17 Herausschuss. However, the Gruppe paid a heavy price, losing thres
of its pilots killed.

In an inauspicious start for Sturmstaffel 1, the unit made no contact with the enemy and returned to
Dortmund. Obit. Richard Franz of Sturmstaffel 1 recalled: ®At that time, we were the only unit which atlacked
the Viermots from the rear and ali the other pilots who flew in the Reichsverteidigung thought we were a
little crazy. They all preferred to attack head-on with the advantages and disadvantages that came with it.
The Sturmstaffel pifots on the other hand, woluntanly bound themselves to bring down one bomber per
engagement, efther with their weapons ar by ramming. | never had to ram, thank God."

The War Diary of |, Jagdkorps commented: ‘The technigue of attack from the front, which has
proved to be most generally successful has not yet been mastered by all fighter units.”

The Korps reported the loss of 11 aircraft, while the Americans lost five B-17s, five B-24s and
seven P-38s,

The actual pattern of American bombing throughout January was dictated to a great extent by the
prevailing overcast weather over north-west Europe which necessitated pathfinder-led missions against
German ports and industrial areas. The only major visual operation occurred on 11 January when the
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weather was expected to be fine. It was however 1o prove fickle and
the American bomber force of 663 aircraft pushed on in
detenarating conditions to hit several aviation and industrial targets
in the heart of the Reich Oschersleben, Halberstadt
Braunschwelg and Osnabrick — on a mission which was to mark the
commencement of Operation ‘Pointblank’, the strategic air
offensive against Germany designed to bring about '...the
progressive destruction and dislocation of the German military and
economic system.’

The Luftwalfe was to put up the fiercest opposition since the last
Schweinfurt raid, although German fighters would fly only
239 sorties. In readiness, Sturmstaffel 1 and I, /)G 1 transferred from
Dortmund to Rheine and waited for the order to take-off, it came at
10.30. Thirty minutes fater, 1./JG 1 executed a frontal attack against
the American formation and shot down three bombers in as many
minutes bebtween 11.08 and 11.10. The Stuwrmstaffel separated from /)G 1 and, in conformity with its
intended tactical doctrine, attacked an American combat-box from the rear. Aparoaching at close range, Obit.
Othmar Zehart opened fire simultaneously with the other pilots of the
Staffel and shot down a B-17 &s the unit's first victory.

By the end of the mission, the USAAF had lost 60 bombers,
almost 11 per cent of the total force, with one formation losing

19 per cent of its strength to enamy acticn. |. Jagdkorps reported
21 aircraft lost and a further 19 more than G0 per cent damaged,

Schmid recorded that German defensive operations were
“..crowned with success, while owr own losses werg within
reasonable bounds. Despite their numerical infedority, the German
single- and twin-engined fighter units demonstrated on 11 January
that the employed tactics and striking pawer of the fighters... were
capable of inflicting such high losses on the Americans, under
favourable weather conditions at any rate, that they would soon
exceed the limit of expendable loss.”

On the 16th, JG 2 claimed its 2,000th aircraft of the war destroyed, of which no fewer than 350
were Wermots, but that day the Geschwader also lost three Staffelkapitine and the Geschwader
Adiutant, Hptm. Fritz Edelmann.

In the south new threats were developing as the LS 15th Air Force in ltaly began to attack targets in
Austriz and southern Germany, some raids being unescorted while others were accompanied by P-38s.
Coinciding with this was the moverment of Maior Erich Hohagen's L/JG 2 to Aix-erProvence in scuthemn France
and eventually to italy, depleting Luftwaffe strength in the north which lost a valuable and experienced fighter
Gruppe, In the south, Majer Erich Gerlitz's |./1G 5 arrived at Coertraubling from Rumania and Bulgaria, wherza
it had been operating against the 15th Air Force, to re-eqguip on the Bf 109 G6/R% "Hanonenboote .

With the exception of an ultimately aborted large-scale raid planned against Frankfurt-am-Main on the
241h, bad weather temporarily halted Eighth Alr Force raids over German territory until 29 lanuary when
the Americans came again, this time dispatching B63 B-17s and B-24s to targets in the Frankfurt area.
Escorted by 632 fighlers, a record 806 bombers dropped more than 1,895 tons of bombs over the
primary tardet and the escorts allegedly shot down 44 Luftwalfe fighters between 11.00-13.05 hrs along
the route over France, Belgium and Garmany.
However., despite dense cloud cover, 21
aircraft from Major Klaus Quaet-Faslem’s 1./1G
3 and 10./4G 2 took off from Rheine and
clashed with Amerncan fighters over Frankfurt
and Aix la Chapelle, but suffered no losses.

At Bad Wdrishofen, 29 Bf 109s of Il /JG
3 under Major Walther Dahl took off at 10.08
hrs and were directed to Mannheim where
the formation sighted nearly 60 B-17Vs at
10.52 hrs over Mannheim-Ludwigshafen. In
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heavy cloud, the Gruppe made a frontal attack from 1,500 m in which the Gruppe suffered two losses
but claimed 12 Abschisse and three Herausschisse with Dahl and Ofw, Kurt Graf of 7./JG 3 each
claiming two and raising their individual scores to 58 and 14 respectively, while Lf. Ekkehard Tichy of
9./1G 3, a pilot who would later go on to claim 11 Wermots, claimed a Hersusschuss.

The following day, Generalmajor Schmid chaired a conference at an outpost of the |. Jagdkorps at
De Breul in Holland, Present were the General der Jagdfiieger and the commanders of the 1., 2. and
3. Jagddivisionen. Schmid informed the attendees: “The numerical strength of the American air forces
in Great Britain has increased, We must face the fact that American offensive activity against the Reich
will probably become greater during the coming weeks and months and that American fighter escort
will become much stronger than at present. The estimated flight range of the Thunderbolt as far as
Braunschweig has not yet been confirmed. On the other hand, we know that Lightnings, equipped with
guxifiary fuel tanks, are able to provide a protective screen for the bombers as far as central Germany.
it is extremely important that our high-altitude fighter units provoke the Lightnings to engage in combat
so that they will be forced to dump their auxiliary tanks. If they can be forced to do this, they will have
na alternative but to break off combat and return to base before running out of fuel. It does not seem
likely that American fighters will be able o penetrate as far as Berlin at present.

“ds regard the commitment of our day fighter units, we must try to follow the technigue of
assembling light, heawy and twin-engined fighters at combat aititude and of bringing them o bear
against the incoming bombers in closed combat formation. In this way, we should be able to maintain
numerical superiority at a given time in a given place.

“The practice of moving fighter units early in the moming will be discontinued: experience has
shown that these units have not regained the required state of operational readiness by the time the
Americans appear. If weather conditions or the military situation should render the transfer of fighter
units necessary, they should be transferred on the evening before an attack is expected.

*“In order to assure the smooth transfer of fighter units in the air from one divisional area of control
to another, all fighter divisions will announce their control frequencies every evening. Each divisional
command will inform its neighbouring commands of the transfer of any of its units. Before fighter units
are ordered up for a second time against the same formation of bombers, they must be given all available
information regarding the position of the enemy aircraft, especially when the fighter units are not in their
own divisional command or have landed at fields other than those specifically assigned to fighter aircraft.

Lt. Richard Franz of Sturmstaffel 1 recalled: "Although the Allies had gained air superiority in 1943,
I think that the morale of our fighter pilots was not bad, especially when it is realised that the young
pilots we had in the front-line units had very little experience and a life espectation of something like
ten missions. It was a hard time for the young pilots as well as for their leaders.

“Nermally, we were informed at about O7.00 hrs of & ‘grosse Versammiung' — a large enemy
assembly — over Great Yarmouth, After breakfast, we were driven to the Staffei's dispersal and about
45 minutes before the expecled take-off and after determination of the probable target area, 30
minutes cockpit readiness was ordered until, finally, the scramble order was given. After the scramble,
all units were ordered to meet at a cartain point and then form up into a battle formation of sometimes
up to 100 aircraft before being directed to a pre-assigned aftack position from where we would
separate from the main formation for our rearward attack. The main formation would always try to
overtake the bomber stream in order to get info position for a head-on attack.”

At 10.30 hrs on 10 February, Sturmstaffel 1 and 1. /1G 1 took off and, together with I /G 1, were
directed to afttack the 169 B-17 Flying Fortresses of the 3rd Bomb Division heading for the aircraft
plants around Braunschweig. Though the bombers were protected by 466 P-38, P-47 and P-51 fighters,
the day would see some of the hardest-fought air combat ever to take place over north-west Europe.

Under the overall leadership of the veteran Experte and Schwerterntrdger, Major Heinz Bér, the
German fighters hit the bombers north of Osnabrick. Thirteen B-17s were claimed brought down by
JG 1 as well as one Herausschuss and four P-47 Thunderbolts, for the loss of two pilots.

Successes for the Sturmstaffel were still proving to be hard-won and the unit claimed only one
victory, a B-17 shot down by Ofhr. Heinz Steffen near Rheine, There were no losses,

The final losses incurred by the Eighth Air Force following the Braunschweig mission were considered
unsustainable. In all, 295 crewmen and 29 bombers were listed as missing; 20 per cent of the force.

Later that month, prompted by Armold’s directive the previous Christmas, the American Eighth Air
Force launched Operation ‘Argument’ or ‘Big Week', a concerted and intense bombing campaign
against German aircraft production centres commencing on the 20th, specifically against the principal
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airframe, final assembly and component plants at Leipzig-Mockau, Halberstadt and Regensburg which
were responsible for the output of single- and twin-engined fighter aircraft. The offensive was intended
to do two things: destroy German aircraft on the ground and the means of replacing them; and force
the Luflwaffe into the air to defend vital installations from attack. In all, 16 Combat Wings of heawvy
bombers, totalling 1,000 aircraft were committed to the operation, together with fighter protection from
all available fighter groups in both the Eighth and Ninth Air Forces. It was to be the largest force ever
assembled in the history of American strategic air power.

Between them, |, and Il. Jagdkorps could muster approximately 750 serviceable aircraft. Yet, in
the main. the flying and combat skill of most of the pilots comprising the component Geschwader was
questionable. When Generalmajor Schmid made an inspection tour of fighter units under his
command in mid-February 1944, he reported to Lufiflotte Reich (which had assumed control of the
air defence of the whole Reich and which had replaced Lufiwaffenbefehishaber Mitte). ' The morale
and military attitide of the fiving crews is excellent. Our daylight fighter crews are young and eager
for action. The recent heavy losses, however, are ample indication of the fact that they are
inexperienced in flight techniques as well as in tactics. | would suggest that, even after they have
been assighed to their units, their training be continued until they are actually needed for
commitment. Intensive training with the Fw 190, with conditions of actual combat closely simulated,
is urgently needed from the point of view of personnel economy and the extra time required would
mare than pay for itself in the form of more experienced crews with better developed tactical ability
and of increasing effectiveness with fewer losses.’

Mevertheless, this did not prevent the Luftwaffe from showing its teeth intermittently during 'Big Week’
although the first raids mounted against objectives in the Braunschweig and Leipzig areas saw ‘unaggressive’
and ‘remarkably weak’ reaction from the Luftwaffe. The later raids, however, provoked an angry response and
following its mission to Gotha on 24 February, the American 2nd Bomb Division reported its B-24 Liberators
as “..being attacked almost the entire period over Germany.' It seemed that the German fighters had gained
a new confidence, the Fw 190s of JG 1 and JG 26 *... pressing home vicious nose attacks ', whilst elsewhere,
"...50me groups were forced far off course and these formations and especially stragglers were altacked
unceasingly,” That day, the 2nd Bomb Division alone lost 33 four-engined bombers.

The 15th Air Force added its weight to the attacks when, on the 24th, it launched a simultaneous
raid on aircraft component factories at Steyr in Austria. Mortar-equipped fighters from JG 3, JG 27 and
ZG 1 attacked B-17s of the 2nd BG, shooting down a box of ten bombers. Particularly successful was
IL.AG 3 which claimed six Abschisse and three Herausschisse.

In some ways, Big Week' caused unexpected reactions; in summarising operations in his sector
during February, Schmid wrote: “... in the interest of the overall conduct of the war, the Luftwaffe must
face the fact that its most important mission is the prevention of American daytime attacks on the
Reich. The most vital prerequisite to the successful accomplishment of this mission is the regaining of
air supremacy over the territory of the Reich. It is doubtful if this goal can be attained with the fighter
aircraft types presently available, especially in view of the fact that Germany is not in a position to rival
the United States in the production of fighter aircraft.’

On 23 February, Generalfeldmarschall Erhard Milch addressed a conference on aircraft production
in Berlin attended by senior officials from the RLM and the aircraft manufacturers. He lamented: " The
effect on our day fighter production has been very severe and we are faced with great difficulties. If
you go into a fighter plant — | have seen Erla-Leipzig and Oschersleben — there is nothing to be seen
but bent wires, like a bombed block of flats here in Berlin. Qutside there are bomb craters eight to nine
metres deep and 14-16 metres across... But the struggle is not hopeless; it can be managed...

“We shouwld have reached a monthly output of 2,000 fighters by Fetwruary. However, there is no
prospect of this programme being carried through. Considering the present situation, we can be very
content if we produce 1,000-1,200 fighters. At most factories, we have already dispersed plant in all
directions. The Erla works was perhaps still too close to the Lelpzig area, but the other factories were
much more widely dispersed. However, even dispersed installations have been hit...”

The same afternoon, another conference was held at the HQ of 2. lagddivision at Stade. Chaired
by Schmid, also in attendance were: Galland; Oberst Hannes Trautloft, the Inspector of Day Fighters,
Generalmajor Max |bel, commander of 2. Jagddivision; Oberst Walther Grabmann, commander of
3. Jagddivision; Oberst von Lachemeyer of the RLM planning staff; Oberst Walter Oesau, Kommodore
of JG 1; Obstit. Hermann Graf, Kommaodore of )G 11, and Major i.Genst. Bode and Hptm. Tesarek of
Schmid's staff.
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Schmid announced: “The enemy obviously plans to assure air supremacy as a prefude 1o a large
scale invasion. The air situation in the Reich is tense and serious. The damage the enemy has inflicted

an our air armaments industry s not inconsiderable, In order to meet the inherent threat from the
enemy dayiight attacks, all available units must be prepared for all-out commitment. We must find a
way to turn back the enemy before he can enter the Reich. otherwise we may soon be faced by attacks
from the British by day. The tactica! mistakes made during the last few days are not the fauit of the
aperational units, but of the Fighter Division HQs. Chief among these was the faillure to recognise in
time the Amercan diversionary manoeuires for what they were. .. "

It was agreed that within the area assigned to the |. Jagokorps, the following distribution of forces
were to become effective immediataly:

1. Jagddivision
Command area: Hannover-Magdeburg
L, I, I, &nd IV./)G 3 {Brandenburg-Briest, Burg, Gardelegen, Stendal, Magdeburg-Ost),
I, Il and . /2G 26 (Vdlkenrode, Hildesheim, Wunstorf) and three Gruppen drawn from JG 300
and Mz 302.
2. Jagddivision
Command area: Oldenburg-Bremen-Rothenburg
L, I and WL /)G 11 (Okdenburg, Wunstorf, Rothenburg) and 1I1./JG 54 {Linsburg)
3. Jlagddivision
Command area: German-Dutch border
I, Il and M.AG 1 (Twente, Rheine, Minchen-Gladbach) and 1. /1G 300

Under Gonng's directive of February 1944, aptly entitled ‘Imminent Danger West', Generalfeldmarschall
Sperrle’'s Luftfiotte 3, whick assumed overall tactical control throughout northewest France and the Low
Countries, was haltingly reinforced. It was, of course, realised that the drain of the defensive campaigns
in the East as well as the continual need for an effective fighter umbrella over the Reich, would prevent
any satisfactory level of reinforcement in the event of an Allied invasion in the West, although it was hoped
that the relatively short distances involved would assist in the rapid transfer of the required fighter units
to the invasion zone when needed. Sperre’s Luftflotte was, in reality, il-suited for the task demanded of
it: a total of 815 combat aircraft were based in northern France and Belgium of which the ground-attack
element, Il./SG 4 with less than 30 bomb-carrying P 190 Fs, formed only nine per cent of overall
strength. The single- and twin-engined day fighter strength, consisting of 220 aircraft from 3G 2 and IG 26
and two Zerstirergruppen, was marshalled urnder the command of Il. Jagdkorps.

But it was to the north-east, in the area of the recently formed Luftflotte Reich and |, Jagdkorps
and where the need for air defence was greatest, that Galland had assembled the bulk of his fighter
force, yet the odds were depressing. In its summary for February, Luftflotte Reich recorded: “iIn
number as well as in technical performance, the dayiight fighter units assigned to air defence activity
are inferior to the American fighter forces. In spite of their demonstrated courage and their
willingness to make every sacrifice for their country, in the fong run our forces are fighting a
hopeless battle.
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‘The tactics presently employed by German fighter units — i.e. going after the bombers - should be
revised and modified, since they are leading 1o heavy losses. Knowing that they need not fear an attack
by German fighters, American fighters are able to move into range and attack our fighters from above,
Because of our heavy personne! losses and the lack of sufficiently wellirained replacements, our
daylight fighter forces are unable to maintain any degree of effectiveness in a lengthy combat, If the
German air defence forces continue to operate as they have in the past, there will be no chance of
minimising the effectiveness of the American attacks. Continuation of the present system /s tanfamount
to the deliberate destruction of valuable personnel and materiel withouwt hope of tangible resuits.”

The air fleet calculated that the prevailing numerical ratio was as follows:

Total American strength {bombers and fighters): 3.6:1

German single- and twin-engined fighter strength (I, Jaggkorps): 1:1

American fighter strength: 1.6:1

German single- and twin-engined fighter strength (1. Jagdkorps): 1:1

Aircraft of |. Jagdkorps flew 2,861 sorties in February and losses in its area at the end of the month
stood at 299 aircraft or 10.3 per cent of the total number committed, These losses increasingly
included valued Experten and Ritterkreuzirager, among whom was Hptm, Egon Mayer, Kommodore of
1G 2, the first pilot to accumulate 100 victories solely on the Channel Front, who was shot down by US
fighters on 2 March. Mayer's loss was especially significant as he had become the highest scorer
against the bombers, 25 of his 102 victories being Viermots.

Order of Battle, Luftflotte Reich Fighter Units, 29 February 1944

Stab/1G 1 Fw 190 Rheine Oberst Walter Qesau & 13)
|.Gruppe/JG 1 Fo 190 Rheine Hptm. Rudoif-Emil Schnoor 22 17
I.Gruppe/JG 1 Fa 190 Rheine Hptm. Hermann Segatz 26. (186)
. Gruppe/JG 1 Bf 109 Monchen-Gladbach Hptm. Fritz Eberle 45 (18}
Stab/1G 3 Bf 109 Salzwedel Oberst Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke 2 12)
I.Gruppe/JG 3 Bf 109 Burg bel Magdeburg Major Dr. Langer 42  (24)
I.Gruppe/IG 3 Bf 109 Ludwigslust Hptm. Detlev Rohwer 28 (20)
. Gruppe/IG 3 Bf 109 Leipheim Major Walther Dahl 35 [(28)
W.Gruppe/JG 3 Bf 109 Salzwede! Major Friedrich-Karl Mdller 18 (10)
I.Gruppe/IG 5 Bf 109 Herzogenaurach Major Erich Gerlitz 30 (22)
Stab/JG 11 Bf 109, Pw 190 Husum Qbstit, Hermann Graf 11 (5)
|.Gruppe/JG 11 Fw 180 Rotenburg Major Rolf Hermichen a2z (1o)
Il.Gruppe/JG 11 Bf 109 Wunstorf Major Glnther Specht 30 (23)
. Gruppe/JG 11 Fa 190 Oldenburg Major Anton Hackl 27 [(18)
10. Staffel/JG 11 Fo 190, Bf 109  Aalborg-West Oblt. Heing Grosser 11 [10)
11.5taffel/JG 11 Bf109 T Lister Obt. Herbert Christrmann 11 (T}
Einsatzstaffe! Erla Bf 109 {Lnknown) (unknown) G [}
Erprobungskommando 25 Various Achmer Major Horst Geyer 42 (5)
I.Gruppe/1G 27 Bf 109 Fels am Wagram Major Ludwig Franzisket 40 (29)
I.Gruppe/)G 27 Bf 109 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim Hptm. Werner Schroer 33 (28)
Il.Gruppe/1G 53 Bf 109 Wien-Seyring Major lulius Meimberg 34 (19
. Gruppe,/1G 54 Fa 190 Lineburg Hptm. Rudolf Klemm {(acting) 25 (18)
Sturmstaffel 1 Fa 190 Salzwede! Major Hans Glnther von Kornatzki i B e |
Stab/1G 300 Fw 190 Deealen Obstit. Kurt Kettner 2 {2}
I.Gruppe/JG 300 Bf 109 Bonn-Hangelar Hptm. Gerhard Stamp 23 (13)
Il.Gruppe/JG 300 Fw 190 Rheine Major Kurt Peters 12 [3)
. Gruppe,/ G 300 Bf 109 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim Major lro 1k 4 [2)
JG 301 less 10.5taffel) Bf 109 Schleissheim, Meubiberg,

Wien-Seyring and Zerbst Major Manfred Mossinger 62 (42)
JG 302 (less 1.5taffel] Bf 109, Fw 190 Doberitz, Jiterbog,

Ludwigslust and

Oldenburg Obstit. Ewald Janssen 46 (30)
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LEFT: Major Bacsila jumps
fram the cockpit of his Fw
] &6y I|:-|||:-'.l.||1g A
mission on 30 Fanary
144 during which he
claimed the destruction of
a B-17. Mote the the
sturmstalfel 1 emblem
applied o the zircmati's
cowling and the heavy

xSt ._1_““,1':._-

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, ‘White 7' of Sturmstaffel 1, Dortmund, January 1944

For the pilot's extra protection while engaging close formation of US heavy bombers, which themselves relied on their
combined firepower for protection, this Fw 190 A-6 has supplementary armour added to the sides of the cockpit and
canopy. The camouflage finish is the now familiar 74,/75/76 scheme and the rear fuselage is painted with black-
white-black bands, thinly edged in white at either side.

HELCW: Major Bacsila reporis o Major Glnter von kormatzki on the BELOW: Mapor Erwin Bacsila dright) describes the events ol the Sturmstaffel s first
oatcome of the Sturmstaffel’s first mission from Dormmend against American mi=sion from Dormmund o his ground crew, michlamuary 1944. This p otoesraph
heavy bombers, [anuary 1944, From its overll conditicon, the Fae 190 A-O in clearly shows the cockpit side armour and armourned glass queiners pranets and side

the background appears 0 have been newly delivered to the uni blinkers” fitted o the cockpit of Foo 190 A-6 "White 7




LEGVED Udherst Walther Grabmann, commander of 3. Jagddivision, addresses
he palots of Sturmstaliel 1ot Dortmund inoeard
al the Legion Condor's campadgn during the Sy
o

19444, Crrabnmann was a vorerin
ish Civil War and latcr

inded 20 7o belore taking up regional comimand positions

RECHT: An Fw 190 AD
if Sturmstaiiel | cuns
I 1ES SNgine |'||1-‘
rcrll weas probahly
oo thed ai
tormmd dn the carly
spring of 1944 and
carries the wmit bodge
o s Cowling. BEick
whitehlack
Identification hamds
have been applicd
wreind thie FCar
schage. a vellow ;1;||1-;‘.
ippears under the nose,
i the machine has
wen Ftted with extra
irmicrur around the
o kit and cariopy

RICHT Personal bageage belonging to
the pilets of Sturmstaficl 1 is unboacded
rom @ Ceorlbia Ceo 242 transpont glider on
L wintey day an Salewedel following the
init’s arrival there from Dortmund at the
md ol 1944, To the right of the piciure,
wending down wopick up 3 suitcasc is

L Willi Maximowite. Note the Faw 19
n the background with its distincrive
lack-white-black fuselage bands
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BELOW The gauntlet and lightning bolt badge of Sturmstaffel 1 scen on the
i oaf
r members

w190 at et

cr Dortmund or Salrwedel in 1944, Acoordimg 1o
Form

of the unit, the clenched gaantlet represented the aircralt’s

s litted arme

ur and ightning

i wilt symibolised the speed and ferodity
of a Sturmstailel attack on i formation of bombers
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-6, ‘White 2' of Sturmstaffel 1, Dortmund, early 1944
Apart from the fuselage numeral, this aircraft is similar to ‘'White 7" shown on page 78 and the same colour notes
apply. Note, however, the repainted area under the cockpit where the supplementary armour has been added.

R D Wil Maximoastte (et anad
Ciefr, Geerhard Viveoax of Sturmstaficl |
with "Whate 2'an Fov 1590 A-G, it Daorgmundd
in carly 1944, Chearly visible s the
wrmeeruredd glass sidde A | futtee! 1o the
aireraft’s canopy ammd the largs gauntict
and lightning emblem of the Stuemstaffe]
on the machine s enginge cowling.
Muaximeowite s first victory s

which he shot down on 30 fanuary 1944
He wiis credited with a B17 Heraussc hioss

an the Gth and clhumed two more B-17s
destroyed, one of which he rammaed

Emblﬂm of hefore leaving Stourmstaffel 1 to join

14,04 3. With 15 Viermods to hus credit, he
Sturmstaffel 1 . ; .
wits awarded the Gorman Cross in Gold

on 1 Jamuory 1945 bt Gailed 1o retam

fromit & mussion on the Fastern Fionn on M

April 1245, His inal tally was 27 victores.

LEFT: A the end ol
Febrmury 15944
Sturmstaficl ong
marvisd froam
Drsrtraumd
Salrwedel, where
this phwaograph
wits taken in Bae
February or carly
March 1944 The
aireralt on the fir
feft of the foaw
closest to the
ciamera is Liberst
vy Kommarzeki's
Whige 20
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RRGHT: White 117 and
White 16" oo Foe 1500
Vs ool Sturmstatiel 1
arked on the apron at

sarwede] in carly
i, clearly showing
the Stalicl s

Idennifcanion | = o

herr rewr fasclipes

BELOW. A mechamic warking on the the engine of an Fae 190 A7 of
LG 1 I il i earky 194949, Apart from the new Geschwader
embdem and Heweh defence band, 179G 1 abo reintrodduced the black and

white seripes o0 the engine cowling similar to those ased carlier by Stab

LAG 1 in che spring of 1943, Mote, however, the vellow panel ander the

engine and the white spinner with a blauck spiral

WBOVE: Ground personnel with the Pw 190 of Sturmsefel 1 oat Salzwedel in
Febrmuary or March 1944, Al sirerafl have been feed with 200 litre deop tanks amd

the spinners have been painted with a black and white spira

IROVE: Hptm "Walter Hoeckner, Komnna ur ol TLAG |, seen heee on the Left in
comversdtion with his Koemmodore, Ohstle Walter Oesau, in early Fehmary 1944

occkner eventually leh /76 1w gake commandd of LG 4
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HELOWS An Pw 190 A6 of LG | runs upr s engines outside one of the
hangars at Dortmund, carly 1944

LEFT: While a member of the ground personnel opens the access pancl o the
EBMW BO1 132 engine of an Far 190 A7 of 16 1 ancther fills the deop tank
monnted under the fuselage. Note the circulir Panzer Olktihler, or armoured od
cober, an the front of the engine.

BIGHT. Foe 10 Als
of LG 1 faking off
roam Dortmund,
carly 14944

LEFT: Hpum. Alfred Griskiwski, Staffelkapitin of 100 1, with
his Fw 190 AT "White 9" at Donmund in carly 1944, Note
thit the 13 mm MG 131 machine gans moonted above the
engine have been fitted with Eash suppressors so that when
fown o night operations the pilor's night vision was naot
impaired, MNote also that e tpemocunted pitot tube on the
starbogind wing 15 more characteristic of the A8 series, with
which IG 1 would progressively re-equip from April 19464
Althwmgh the tone of the lower engine cowling panel
muatches that of the ned fusclge band, i is thought thar this
i= o tor the type of film used and th

the: lomer panel was
wielbow, This adrcraf, Wi 430865, was lost in combat with
SAAF heavy bommbers while being flown by Gefr Alfred
Martini of 2.4 1 on 22 February 15944
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Focke-Wulf Fw 150 A-T, W.Nr. 430352, ‘Black 3' of 2./JG 1, Dortmund, January 1944

This aircraft carries the unit’s reintroduced black and white stripes on the engine cowling and has a red Reich
defence band around the rear fuselage. The new unit emblem was applied 1o the port side only and the tactical
number on the fuselage was narrowly edged in red. The overall colour scheme was 74 and 75 on the uppersurfaces
with 76 undersurfaces, and the spinner and armoured oil cooler were black.

LEFT: Black 3, an Pw 190 A7

WoNE A3ESE, of 2.0 1 preparim Lo
make off from Dommund in January
1944, Note the nelatively dean
appearance of this mschine, widch
Fas unly o imece of exhaus: staining
aned bt the anly cammoatlage
||I-.|I:I.||I|!; is i the vertical tail surface
] ronkles

RIGHT: This o 1941 A-T of
Atab LG 1 shaorws thun despdie
the alternating black and white
bands arcund the rest of the
cawling. the stanclarnd
recogniticn panct bencath the
o was retained, This
muchine has been fAtted with
an armoured windscreen and
Yuarter windows and has a
camera gun mounted between
the weapons in the port wing
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-7, W.Nr. 340283, ‘Yellow 6' of 3./JG 1, early 1944

‘Yellow &' has standard 74,/75,/76 camouflage and only extremely light mottling on the fuselage sides. The upper wing
crosses were in the white outline style, but the crosses on the undersurface of the wings are the solid black variety
putlined in white and show a return to the further black outer outline style. Note that on this aircraft the W.Nr. 340283
has been applied to the base of the fin.

KIeH T, Ceroumd
personme] refuclling
Yellow o, an

For T4} A-T

TN RHEIR3, of

A 010 1, The airdraly
carrics @ red defence
of the Reich band
ol the neer
fuselage and has the
Geschwader cmblem
o the port side of thic
engine cowling only
This aircraft wis kst
on B Febsruury 15944
when bemg Alown by
Fw, Gerhand Geese aof
300 1 who wos Killed

during operations

against US heavy

baoymibers

BELOW: A lincap of Fw 190 af 500 11, all carrying the Geschwader's yellow RBedch defence
|'|I*-L'|.I:_u' hanl |l.|Ikl.'\.| un the exien=ive wieslen AU AN |.|\illl;.; arca al Husam

LEOVE: Lifz, Ludbwig Bertram.of 10000 1L with an Fay 190 A-7
Whire 117 at Aalborg-Ckst in Denmeark i early 1944 The mogling

of the fusclage camouflage is relatvely hewey and has been

nesitly .|p:-|||'||
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LEOVE. Another view of the Fae 1590 of 30006 11 as shown on the page opposie LEOVE: An Pw 190AT of [G1 ] feceives routine maintenance at Husum o
e povo rachines in the centre have the Staffel badpe on thelr engine cowlings. eardv 1944

RIGHT. Accompanbed by a small group
al German soldiers, Ofw Wilhelm Lorensz
ol 3400 11 standds on the wing of his Fw
IAT Yellow &, following a forced
lanecling At Svendborg in Denmark after
U Big Week” maid on Grerman aircrah
planis om 200 Fehruary 19494 Lorens: had
shot dowers a B-17 during the mid, bue his
mrcraft was 4|:|||1.|_:;1;-:1 |:r!. return hire
which caused a focl beak NMode that the
uppersurface camouiTage on this aircraft
has atmyost certainly been modifed or
completely repainted, for while the
emblem of 3.0 11 has boen applied o
the engine cowling, al
mctory-applied mitional insigns have
e overpainted and had still nor been
reapplicd when the machine crash
anebee], Mot how the undersurface
wamiaflage wraps around the leading
culge of we wings and ferminates in a
wavy demarcation ling

1 the originad

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-7, ‘Yellow &' flown by Ofw. Wilhelm Lorenz of 3./JG 11, Husum, February 1944
Ofw. Lorenz’s machine was camouflaged in 74 and 75 on the uppersurfaces with 76 undersurfaces and is remarkable
for having no national markings on the uppersurface. The demarcation line on the fuselage was wavy and positioned
just below the canopy, while the matties on the fuselage came well down the sides. The aircraft carried the badge of
3./)6 11 on the cowling, had a yellow band around the rear fuselage and, as shown in the photograph above, the
demarcation line where the undersurface 76 met the uppersurface colours on the wing was wavy and extended
noticeably around the leading edge.




86 @ Defending the Reich

RIGHT: Pilows of

I 10 A il sl 1o
thesie P |53 a1
Limmalisai-k Py

Febnmry 1944

BELOW: Adolf ‘Add” Glunez with
the tail of his "White 97, an Fae 190
AT N G425

WVICLOrEs ody 2

s Gelume's

2 February have still

i e eladed, the 54 markings on
the rodder represent his Kills upy

tir andd inchuding 21 Febreary

1o, bt evesn ACIE Fer
LTS cases df

migidentilica

W 1l displany
shiman bears no resemblance 190
the known segquence of Glunz's

victorles, For example. in the

Wl seven Victories, the
lad hawe RAF

FCILLENAEE fovur

lirst three

wars sl

roundels and e

IS stars

G Uil Prune Seyringer of 4./10G 27 oom the wang
BE 100 Gt W e 5°.% Ne A 10D, ar Wieshaden-Erbenhoim in I.|||||.||':.
19:44. The aircralt has a prominent black and white sp

spinner and is fied with a 3000 litre

Al pattern on its

op k. Mote also the procective
MG 151

rowis wounded du

covers pulled over the barrels of indlera

1 Al waes Fost when Sewr

Alied

1 air battle with

hiters aver Ha

W) fanuary 1844 and baded oo

2 cannon. This

REICGHT U ol tlwe mios
succesiul German fighter
ailols in the weest in carly
14 weas Crbae Adiclf Glunz
Staffelkapitan of 5./0G 26

S I'I'.'I'I.' PETUFMINE o

Cambea-Epinoy on 22
chruary 1944 after leading
3. Maffcl apainst TS
hombers heading for
factories in central
Gy, Duiring this attack
he shot dovoen three B-17s
and chimed Hersusschusse
aggainst e othoers as wll
as dowening 3 P47 of the
THih FG. It was his most
suceessiul day asa
Jangdi e
he ad shot down a B-17
wer Holland. He woould end
the: woar credited with 71

r. The day bhefore

victories, 19 of which were

four-engined ambers
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RIGHT: A sequence of
phinographs showing

BF 1460 Gt TG 27 e
Fels am Wagram in Ausiria in
sarly 19 This Crrappss had
left Morth Africa m
November 19492 and had
heen relocated o Franc
wWhets ol wWas ||1'|:-|| " el am
he Chanmel From for the
first six months af 1943,
wfore being maoved south
o Marignane. By the end of
Juby, the wnin weas an Fels am
Waprim for el M5 in
he Reichsverteidigung
iler the temporary
comuind of Crhie, Hans
Remamer, the Kapitin of 1,
staffel. who was stz |Ii||||l_l| an
while a replicement was

ol for Fptm. Ench
lohagen, the Kommamdeur,
whis hid been wounded in

#

owg "'“-"_'.'N’H‘T.“—";':?I}‘ll" 2"!3"“':

action in Junc,

ed iroraft of 1000 27

11!

LEFT: A pair of canio
carrving the Gruppe badge on hetr cowlings with a

he s

particubar varizion being used by 3 Siaffcl
calbed Staffel Marseille’, mamed alber the anie's miaost
irscille, the “star of

Famvois pakor, Hans-Joachim M
Wirsca, Do ohis s, sonmie alneradl haed thic mame ol

the Stalfel in a ring aroamd the emblem (see

|1||‘||_1|}_l:|';|||-|| B bomw 3. The vinmle be=s ol the cowlings

are yellow but while ome aircraft has a completely
green TO spinner, the other bas a one thard segment
in white on the spinner tip. Note also that (he
riachine in thie b kazroinicd has the RICCn usclage
band of [ 27 whech was imteoddneed in Janoary

27 - the "Staffel

RMGHT: Pilots of 3
Marseille' - admise the sultably modificd badge
W LAG 27 on the cowling of a BF 109 G-t an

Feds sum \\..I!_'.I'.Illl
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LBOVE AN RIGHT: BE LS Gebs of
1.0 27 at Fels am Wagram in carly

1944 Mote again the variations in

spinner designs and, on the aircrart i

the foreggrounad, the wiivy gl

| | &

limee between pppeeT undersumiice
colorirs, The aircrull in the Toregrownd
has been ftied with an air cleaner over
the supercharger intake

RIGHT: Ground crew
.I|1_'|1:|I

atly carrying ot
prre-flight checks on the
BE ROE Cos o BAJGe 27
Fels wm Wagesun in early
T Al aircralt have

JG 27's green
Relchsveneidigung band

arcvuni the rear fosebee

andl some have a vellow
ruddder, The machines with
the tacucl numbers Whste
Y andd "W hite 11

bebomped 1o 1. Stafiel whilce
Yellow 7'\ in the

romdl WoNE 1441255
wis il machine of 3. Staifiel
Mote the contrast between
the dark grey centres to
the Balkenkreuz on

Wellow T amd “Whie 11
campared with "Whete 10
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LEFTAND BELOW Two views of B 10% G-oe of 1/0G 27 on the airield ar Fels am
Wagram, The airerafi have vellow undersides o their cowlings, the Gruppe emblem
o e engine cowlimg whise tactical numbers, green Belchsverteidigung oselage
Pancls sl yelbw rudders, They are “Kanomenboote' fmed weith MG 151,20 cannon

in underwing gendolas and carry 360 e drap anks

RIGHT, The BE 102 GG Kanonenboot’ of Major
Lundwig Franzisker, Grappenkommandeur of 1L/ 27,
i flight somewhere over Austria o southern
Germany in eary 19949, Frenzisket was appointed
Adjutant of LAG 27 in Ocvolser 1940 bun transfermed
with the unit o North Africa in the: sumaer of 1941
O 20 October 1942, Frmdsket was shot down whilse
pimsl BAF Spitfires and. in baling out,
sruck his aircraft's tailplane and broke a leg.
Mevertheless, when LG 27 was withdressn from
horth Africa at the end of 1942, he had 39 viciorics o
his crsdit. Feom |_|I|:|:| 1945, T led 1 .-'I:rgiurru:]i:h
lagdgruppe Siid and then aended a fighter leader's
courss beloae being appointed Groppenkaommandeur
of LG 27 engaged in the Reichsversidsguasg and
claimed tai B-17s during the Schweinfury mid on 14
Cletober, 1943, On 12 May 19494, he was bt by retum
fire: fram @ bomber formatson and was badly seounded
bt baled our and, after e ONVETINE from has swounds
led the Gghter keaders' courses at Koniesbers in
Meewmark froam 1 Ocrobaer 1844, Om 15 December

1944, Franzisket rejoined JG 27 and was appointed

Kommodore on 3 December He wis credited with
b4 victories, all obtained in the Meditermnean ares or
in the defence of the Reich

Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-8 flown by Major Ludwig Franzisket, Gruppenkommandeur I./JG 27, early 1944
This aircraft was finished in a standard 74/75/76 splinter and mottle scheme and had a green 70 spinner and a yellow
panel under the nose. The white rudder indicated that this was a unit leader's aircraft, as confirmed by the Kommandeur's
double chevron in solid black forward of the Balkenkreuz. The bright green rear fuselage band of JG 27 was in RLM 25 and the
badge of I./JG 27 was applied to both sides of the engine cowling with the lioness’s head always facing forwards.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6, W.Nr. 440141 ‘Yellow 1°, flown by Oblt. Wilhelm Schilling of 9./JG 54,
Ludwigslust,20 February 1944

The camouflage on this aircraft consists of the usual day fighter scheme of 74, 75 and 76 with a slightly lower
than usual demarcation line and large, regular mottles on the fuselage. Aft of the Balkenkreuz, the aircraft features
the blue Reichsverteidigung fuselage band of JG 54, and the tail area has been partially resprayed, possibly to tone
down a bright area of 76 on the fin and to render less conspicuous the bright yellow rudder. The devil’s head badge
of 9. /)G 54 was applied to the engine cowling and the lIl. /Gruppe badge, superimposed upon the Geschwader’'s
Grunherz, has been painted below the cockpit. This aircraft was destroyed when the pilot was obliged to bale out
during an air battle on 20 February 1944,

Emblem of
./ G 54

BELAE ANEY INSET: The BE DY G Ve lbose 17 Plasan by Obl, Wilhelm Schalling (LEST, H*lli_‘lkn'\itin of 'J_,.':I'['. 54,
i'-lmll.u.u;||_1|'||:'|| an Luchwrgslust in Febroary 194445 an Unteroffizer, Schilling obtained his fiest vicwory over
Brussels on 12 May 1940 while with 2,00 21 which, in July 194640, was redesignaned 8.0 54, However it was
thuring the Russian campaign that his tafly began v secadily increase. by which time Schilling was an
Crberficldwebel v with 5000 54, Hes first Soviet victory sweas achieved on the second dav of the Russian
campaiga, after which Schilling was credited with oumerous victories, Un 25 February 1942, he had 1o make a
Foareed Lamding wihwen lus BE 109 Fi |.l|.'1.|.'|-:s|'||.'|.| cngese rouble bug survived unburt and by 14 Murch
T2 hawd 20 victovies, He was awarnded the German Cioss i1 Gold on 4 Avgust 1942 il ||:r 31 Annigs
had 4% wictories. His aith victory was obtained on 2 September buat on 16 Seprember, after Schilling
had shot doswm an 11-2 as his 40 victory, his BE 109 G-2,was hit by Sovicr amti-adscraft five and shiod
Ao Schilling suevived, bun was serionsly wovsded in the cighe leg and sais still m hespiial when be
ircded the Kaight's Cross on 10 Octobwr After mooosering from his sounds, Schilling, now an

WS W
Oberleurmant, returned w0 900 54 in September 19493 as s Staffelkapitin, By thes time, TG 54 was Emblem of
in Germay, having been assigned defence of the Reich dutics in the spring of 1943, On 14 Fehnuary 9./1G 54

1944 his orlginal B 109 G coaded Yellow | was damaged and Schilling was stightly weounded @
combat, Six days laver, he was Pying the aoreraft shomm here, SN 440041, when he was again
wonimdesd and had to bale oot Back in action sgain on 24 Febroary, he shot down a B-17, one of four
Viermats this pilot is beleved w have destroved, He continocd to Tead 90006 54 wntil carby March 544
and ended the wear with a roral of 63 victorics accomplished daring 538 operational Mights

=




BIeHT: A B T09 G=5"Yellow 117 al
Q00 54, ar Ludwigsiust i Fehrary
FPe4. Alnh
Emil Hecker m the ¢ l:u'l\.[:-li_ this sireratt

b shawwm here with Fw

is known also 1o have been (lown by
Fv. Frite Ulnear and Uife Gerhard Eoroll
who was flving it when it was shiog
dowen cn B April 19494, The aircrah
W.Nr 27119, has the blue
Reichsverteidigung band of 1G 54
mound the rear fuselage and carries
ipprapriate Staftel, Groppss and
Geschwader badges The panel under
the nose and the spinner are yellow,

ikhough the backplave to the Boter sl
slwys the ariginal groen 70 foish with
white segment

BELOW: This BE 108 GO, Yellow 9
absa of B0 54 in limuary or February
1944, has simifar ciunouflage and
varkings to the machine shown above
Wil Baas i Gl vail umit amd rodder,

i

1HCHE
Bl 118 -5 s Ludwigslust in carly 1944

ety | mgar with ome of 111 {Il 7 54w Kanonenbaot
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HELOWM
of the Reich was a disaster for the unit for,
althougeh the Gruppe’s pilots Bad accounted kos
more thae 1AM victories in the East, they Beked

The transfer of LG 54 1o the defence

experience in attacking fourengined bombers
Consequenthy, inits first twa (P ralions Aganst
LS lcavy bomibsers, I0AG 54 bost 15 BE 10/s and
some of its best pilows, In Febmgary 1944, the
Grruppe ook part in the air battles of Big Week!
andd oa the first day, although six B-175 were shy
dhowm, edghit BE 1095 and three pilots were killed
The next day, the Gruppe bost four aire and
four plloas were lost withoun destroying amy
bBoambers, and during the two llosing days
ILAG 54 was credited with 11 bombers and twao
escort fghters but lost two aircralt and two
pilors. Here, pilogs of the Gruppe's @ Staffel gather
oubsiche thesir dispersal ot at Ludwiglost in carly
19944, The dewil™s headd Staflel bacdgn: shomn on the

PULANL wos ricd on the wnil's aercralt smee
1er4ih
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ale i

Majpor Heine Bl Coentre, standing on wing) visits

the 817 F'Miss Ouachita’ of the 9151 BG which he shot

direen on 21 ll,'l!-rll.lr:- 1944, At thas timae, Biir had been

wiith 6.0 1 for seeme Pwo months, arciving [rom a Gghoer
iring schicol in the south of France, Despite his
experience and numerous victories, he was assigned o

the Seaftel as an ordinary pilog by Gosing
his forthright comiments. Within five months’ however, Bic
wontld command successively the Staffel, the Gruppe and
finally the Geschewader. Bar insisted that his wingmen
were sufficiently CXPericng e po be abde o kead the
Gruppe themschves in case of his abseace but the
mangHwer sitalaon i units epemaing in defence of the
Reich, was now stradned amd, as 2 means of urgenily
mustering experenoed personned, Galland reguested
widumteers from other branches of the Luftwalfe,

Fspiy l.|||5. needed by Lufflane Reich and Lufiflote 3
were afficers prepared (o give thie utmwst as Bghter amd

formation leaders in defence of the Reich

1RCIFT
March 1944 P51
Mustangs wilh

twin drop tanks

LM

mnged as far as
Berdin |‘|.|.| g ever
more striin on the
Jagdwalte's
defensive
capabdlizies. Here a
of 51 Bs of
the 3A0d FG take
off for an escort

mission in the

|1.||r

spring of 1594

M1 account of

Target Berlin: the ‘Big-B’

In order to equal the capability of the Allied opposition, the Luftwaffe required pilots with the ability

to fly in bad weather, and Adolf Galland now proposed that new schools should be opened, staffed

by gualified instructors and with facilities for blind- and bad-weather flying. However, when such
they were guiatly brushed aside,

In March, following the attacks on the aircraft

manufacturing centres during ‘Big Weel', the

Americans  Tell

proposals were submitted to QKL

confident to
concentrate their efforts on Berlin. With a 1939
population of pust owver 4,300,000, the German

sufficiently

capital was the greatest commercial and
industrial centre an the continent of Europe and
the centre of Germany's war effort. Housing the
administrative and ministerial headquarters of all
- three armed services, it was also 8 major rail
centre with 12 main lines converging there from
all over Germany
The first strike was mounted on 4 March when
a force of 500 B-17s and B-24s escorted by 770 fighters headed for the capital, The concept behind the
Big-B" missions was not solely to bomb the impartant industnial targets of Berlin, nor even to dent civilian
morale, but rather it wes an attempt to coax the Jagawaffe into the air in order to inflict further
unsustainable losses. The Eighth Air Force’s trump card was once again the P-51 Mustang which, equioped
with twin 108 US gallon wing tanks, was now able 1o escort the bombers as far as Berlin.

Surprisingly, despite this new but not altogether unexpected menace, the German response to
this first, crucial raid was light and although 1. and Il. Jagdkorps deployed 149 aircraft from
Sturmstaffel 1, JG 1, JG 2 JG 3, JG 11, 1G 26, JG 27, JG 53, JG 300, JG 301 and JG 302, American
losses were due more to poor operating conditions
than the sporadic reaction by the German fighters,
Luckily for the city, adverse weather conditions
prevented all but 30 aircraft from reaching their its
primary target and these unloaded €8 tons of
bombs but inflicted little damage. Of this force, five
aircraft were shot down,

However, whan the Americans dispatched a foree
of 730 bombers with a ftormudable escort of 796
fighters to bomb the capital on & March, they were met
by determined opposition which attacked the moment
the bombsar streams crossed the Dulch coast and
continued do do so all the way to Berlin and back
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early hours of
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when it was
announced that the
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The Luftwaffe had been expecting the raid and had prepared itself by practising the assembly of
large formations of fighters — so-called Gefechtsverbdnde — over the Steinhuder Meer north-west of
Hannover several days before in an attempt to meet mass with mass. So it was that on this day, no
fewer than 19 Jagdgruppen, three Zerstdrergruppen and four Nachtfagdgruppen, together with a handful
of miscellaneous units, were available to take on the VWermots.

The first US aircraft took off at 08.50 hrs. From that moment the German radar listening services
were continually tuned into the Eighth Air Force's 250th bombing mission so that preparatory orders
had already been issued to the German fighter units more than an hour before the first American
aircraft crossed the Channel. For this attack, the units of 2. and 3. Jagddivision would work closely
together under the tactical directorship of the Gruppenkommandeur of 1. /)G 11, Hptm. Rolf Hermichen.

The first B-17s reached the coast of Holland at 10.52 hrs. Flying at cruising speed to conserve fuel,
the escort fighters slowly made up the distance between themselves and the bombers.

At last, on the majority of Luftwaiffe fighter bases across western Europe, the seemingly interminable
Sitrbereitschaft (cockpit readiness) came to an end. At Twente, Major Schnoor’s | /)G 1 took off at 10.55
hrs, setting course for the Steinhuder Meer. |. Gruppe was joined over Rheine by the 21 Fw 190s of 11 /)G
1, led by Major Heinz Bar. The two Gruppen were the last to arrive over the Lake, meeting up with 50 Bf
109s and Fw 190s from JG 11 and 20 Bf 109s from I /)G 54. JG 1's arrival meant that a force of more
than 100 fighters would go into action, a force which far exceeded the usual German strike capability, For
the first time in a long while, and despite being outnumbered, the young German pllots experienced a
feeling of invulnerability,

The initial German attack took place in the Quackenbrick area and scon the first blazing American
victims fell away from the formation. But then it was the turn of the German fighters to become boxed
in, as, slowly but surely, the escort reacted. One of the first victims was the Fw 190 of Obll. Wolfgang
Kretschmer, recently arrived from JG 54, who is believed to have shot down a Viermot during a frontal
attack butl then lost contact with the rest of Il. Gruppe. Alone, he was preparing for a second attack
from the rear when, at full throttle, Colenel ‘Hub® Zemke, commander of the 56th FG, flew his P-47
towards Kretschmer. The latter realised the
gravity of his situation too late and despite
frantic ewvasive manoeuvres, could not
escape. The American opened fire. The
Focke-Wulf's fuselage was hit and the
aircraft began to break up and burn. Blinded
by the flames and deafened by the noise
around him, Hretschmer managed to
extricate himself with difficulty from the
spiralling infernc. Finally clear, only the
shock of his parachute opening brought
home to him the fact that he was still alive.
He was later discovered on the ground, his
face, hands and clothing ravaged by flames.
An ambulance took him away for treatment
and he subsequently spent ten weeks in
convalescence in Quackenbrick. High above,
the action continued.

Shortly after 11.30 hrs, seven Fw 190s
from Sturmstaffel 1 joined the Bf 109s of IV. /G 3 as they took off from Salzwedel and headed towards ABOVE:
Magdeburg where they were due to form up into a Gefechtsverband drawn from units of 1. and E;‘;i“é::: Tfa'fc
7. Jagddivision and placed under the command of Major Hans Kogler, Kommandeur of 4 mop oo F:hfi,
II./ZG 26. Rendezvous was made at 8,000 m near Magdeburg. way 1o Beerlin,

Onee assembled, this large Gefechtsverband consisted of a lead element of 41 Bf 110 and Me 410 & March 1944,
Zerstdrer from 1. and Il./ZG 26 and I. and II./ZG 76, many equipped with four 21 cm WG mortars to
break up the approaching enemy formation. Behind the Zerstdrer came no fewer than 72 Bf 109s and
Fw 190s from 1., IIl. and IV. /)G 3, Sturmstaffel 1, JG 302 and the Erla works defence Jasta.

Towards 12,30 hrs, this formation sighted the enemy bombers; 112 B-17 Flying Fortresses of the
1st and S94th Combat Wings of the 1st Bomb Division, First to attack were the twin-engined heawy
fighters which fired their mortars. As they did so, P-51 Mustangs of Lt. Col. Don Blakeslee's 4th FG
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dived out of the sun to intercept and forced the Zerstorer pilots to
break off their attaclks early, The result was that many of the mortars
exploded way off target.

Following the Bf 110s and Me 410s, the Bf 109s of W./JG 3
attacked the bombers head-on and from out of the sun. By the time
the Gruppe’s action was owver, its pilots had claimed 12 of the
bombers either shot down or saparated fram their formation plus one
P-51 destroyed.

For Sturmstaffel 1. it was to be the mast successful day since
the unit's formation. Moving in to attack from the rear, the Staffel
closed in on the B-17s of the 91st BG. Uffz. Kurt Rohrich scored his
third victory at 12.35 hrs, Uffz. Willi Maximowitz claimed a
Herausschuss and L Gerhargd Dost scored his first victory. Three minutes later, Fw, Hermann Wahlfeld
wha had shot down two bombers just two days betore, added to his personal score and recorded his
third victary, Obit, Othmar £ehart followed at 12.55 hrs when he scored his second victory.

One Fw 120 of Sturmstatiel 1 descended shightly as it approsched and teok hits, but then climbed
determinedly towards ‘My Darling Also’, a B-17 of the 91st Bamb Group, now already bacly damaged,
and struck the Boeing, severing the entire right stabiliser. The B-17 fell out of control and, of the crew
of ten, only two baled out and were taken prisonar.

By the time the Gefechtsverband broke off its attack, eight B-17s had been shot down and three more
destroved in collisions. Four P-51 escort fighters also went down In the Berdin area. However, for the
Genmans, the price of this success was high; of the seven Bf 110s of II1./ZG 26 which went into action,
Tive were destroved and the remaining two damaged. Eleven further Zerstdrer were destroyed and at least
mwo more damaged. For the single-engined fighters, losses were five Bf 109s and two Pw 190s.

IG 1's score for the day was most gratifying — a total of 26 claims; 23 B-17s shot down,
one Hersusschuss, one P51 and one P47, Heinz Bar downed two B-17s during a first
mission, and a third during & following sortie. Uffz. Helmut Stiegler of 4./1G 1 who flew with
Bar, opened his tally with two B-17s, one on each mission. Hplr. Segatz shol down two B-17s
n two minutes and the Hommodore, Walter Oesau, the P47 and a B-17 15 minutes later; GOt
Rudiger Kirchmayr claimed a B-17 and the P-51; Fix. Walter Kdhne, two B-17s,

The Luftwaffe suffered a total of 87 single- or twin-engined fighters lost or damaged on
& March, with 36 pilots killed and ancther 27 wounded, Ameng those |ost was the
Ritterreustrdger Oblt. Gerhard Loos of Il.A1G 54 who had 92 victories to his credit. He baled
out over Oldenburg but fell to his death when he released his parachute harness to aveid
drifting into hightension wires. Lt Hugo Frey, Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 11, claimed four
bombers that day before being shot down and killed near Sleen in Holland. He had 32 victories
ncluding 26 four-engined and would be awarded the Ritterkreuz posthumously.

On the American side. 53 B-17s and 16 B-24s failed to return, 293 B-17s and 54 B-24s were
damaged and five other B-17s and ane B-24 written off. Seventeen crew were killed, 31 wounded and
GEE were listed as missing. It was the highest loss rate for a mission so far. As each side withdrew to
ick their wounds and assess losses, both were devastated by the savagery of the combat and
questioned whether such targets were worth the cost, but of even greater psychological impact on the
Germans was the realisation that Berlin was no longer out of range and no longer immune from attack.
The pressure on the pilots of the outnumbered fighter units operating in the defence of the Reich could
now only increase and, indeed, there was 1o be no letup, On 8 March, 320 B-17s and 150 B-24s
attacked the VKF ball-bearing plant at Erkner and more bombers attacked targets of opportunity in the
German capital. A record 891 USAAF fighters provided escort and support.

At Salrwadel, IV./JG 3 was serambled to intercept at 13.48 hrs, probably accompanied by the six
operational Pw 190s of Sturmstaffel 1. At 7,500 metres over Magdeburg. the fighters formed up into a
Gefechtsverband with a small number of Bf 110 Zerstorer from ZG 26 and other elements of JG 3.
Following a course to the northewest, at 13.25 hrs the Gefechisverband sighted the American bombers,
flying east-zouth-east at 5.000 metres with strong fighter escort. Once again, the Zerstdrar went in first,
followed by JG 3 which mounted a frontal attack, and once again the Gruppe demonstrated its
extraordinary tenacity by claiming 13 victories.

The attrition continued over Berlin throughout the month, forcing the Eighth Air Farce to write off
349 bombers over a period of 23 operationally active days, 13 of which involved all-out effort,
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For the Luftwaffe. the months of February and
March 1844 marked a grim chaptar in its history. Pilot
lnsses had been crippling and were no longer confined
to the younger and less experienced, hurriedly-trained
replacements. Galland's dilemma was now the
increasing loss of valuable, experienced and wvirtually
irreplaceable unit leaders. On 23 March, Obsiff. Wolf-
Dietrich Wilcke, Hommeodore of JG 3 and holder of the
Ritterkreuz with Qakleaves and Swords, was lost to
Mustangs east of Braunschweig, Wilcke was a veteran
of the Channel Front, Russia and the Mediterranean
with 162 victories scored in more than 730 missians.

As an example of the attrition being suffered by the home defence Gruppen, in the
four days from 1518 March 1944, /)G 3 flew four combat operations and lost five
pilots with six more wounded and a further seven forced either to make emergency
landings or bale out. Losses Included the 108-wictory Ritterkreuztrdger, Hptm. Emil Bitsch. the
Staffelkapitan of 8. Staffel. Lt. Ekkehard Tichy. Kapitan of 9. Staffel was shot down and subsequently
oSt an aye.

April brought little respite. On 27th, during a month which had seen the loss of 489 pilots and the
arrival of only 396 replacements, Galland addressed the Jagerstab, the committee of aircraft industry
exequtives and production specialists set up by Speer and Milch the previous month to manage and
resuscitate the flagging fighter production industry. He toid Otto Saur, the Jagerstab's Chiel Executive:
" The problem which the Americans have set the Jagdwarfe is guite simply the problem of air suparionty.
The situation is already beginning to be characterised by enemy mastery of the air. The numerical ratio
in daylight operations is approximately hetween 6:1.6 and 8:1. The ensmy’s standard of training is
astonishingly high. The technical capabilites of his aircraft are 50 manifest that we are obliged o say
that someltting must be done immediately...”

Across the Channel, the Allies were poised to exploit their air superiority and emplay it as a key
part of their plan to land in force on the Normandy beaches between Cherbourg and Le Havre on the
coast of France. This area was chosen for 8 number of reasans, not the least of which was because it
was within easy reach of the fighter bases in southern England. Thus, while the battle over the Reich
was the most immediate problem for the Luftwaffe, it was clear also that the coming summer would
see the long awaited Allied invasion supported by overwhelming Allied air forces.
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LROVE: Three Fa 1905 of the Stabsschoearm of I0,00 11 run up their engines prior o
take-al o Cldenborg in Apeil P984 Al wircrafi curry 30 Er drop tanks and the machin
o the ar beft is that of the Gruppenkommancdeur, Major Anton Hackl, who led the Gruogype
from Jameey 10 May 1944 The aipcraft carry chevrans irasend ol 1the Balkenk rewae '”‘."J"l“"
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Emblem of
Stab 1./)G 11

LEFT AND ABOVE: Fw 190 A4-T/R2 W ke 643700, 'Black 1"of 270G 11 at
Rl:-ll'll'hl.llg near Hannover oo late March 19494, The A7 FR-2 variant was
armed wath two MG 131 machine guns in the engine cowling amd two
MG 151720 cannon i the wing roots but instead of the standand A7,
which had another two MG 1507205 in the outer wings, it was
cofvertied o carry twe M1 mm MK 10H cannon, This weapon, which
has been described as 4 masterpiece in welpaons engineering, was guite
I.'.I|M|'\l'|1 of severing the » Ing of a B-17 and soc wquiredd i Tearsanme
reputation among Allied bomber crews who., on acoount of its sapdc
eate of fire. eeferred oo the " preamatic hamrmer”

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-T/R2 W.Nr. 643701, ‘Black 1’ of 2./JG 11, Rotenburg, March 1944

Although finished in a standard 74,/75/76 scheme, the unusual feature of this machine is that all national insignia on
the uppersurfaces have been oversprayed, leaving the original markings only faintly visible. The yellow panel under the
nose was a standard recognition feature on all operational German fighter aircraft, but the yellow on the rear fuselage
is the Relchsverteldigung band allocated to JG 11. Note that although the standard spinner colour was RLM 70, a very
dark green which already contrasted well with a white spiral and therfore frequently remained this colour, in this
instance it appears to have been repainted black. Note the MK 108 in the outer wing.




